
P&CS Department 
October Updates
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New Staff- Recreation 
Field and Facilities Worker, 
Frank Solis
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Budget Update

• Department has been awarded $77,000 in grant funding for 

memorial at General Vang Pao Park

• Park design is at 65% and moving to 95% next month. Hope to be 

out for Bid by December 2025 and in contract by March 2026

• Department has received authorization from Merced County 

to use allocated funding for CP42 South

• Assessing priorities and costs to add additional field (5 total), 

court lighting, and additional parking and restrooms

• Still determining affordable expenses

• MOU is being requested for extension to June 30th 2026
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Community Giving- 
Partnerships with Parks & 
Community Services
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California Parks Recreation Society
Advancing California Park & Recreation Profession and Stakeholders

C P R S  C O N N E C T I O N S  C O N F E R E N C E  &  E X P O -  M A R C H  1 0 - 1 3 T H  
L O N G  B E A C H ,  C A
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CPRS- Staff Connections, Training, and Exposure
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CPRS- New Frontier, Advocacy Section
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Program Updates- MAZ Zoo Boo 
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Program Updates- Special Events
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Capital 
Improvement 
Projects
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Bob Hart Square

Merced Regional Sports Complex

Merced Applegate Zoo

General Vang Pao Park

Kiddieland
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Zoo Design was submitted to Building for review and should be into construction in November. We are going to cancel lights before Christmas this year to ensure we have no interruptions with construction.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shade Structure at CP42 was completed this last week and will provide over 5,000 sq ft of shade between our concession stand and inclusive playground. Due to some equipment issues on the playground we will be carrying out our soft opening ribbon cutting in December.
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General Vang Pao park
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• Playground Purchased- all-inclusive 
design

• Monument Awarded the CA Arts in Parks 
Grant $78,000

• Phase 1 design almost complete 65%- 
moving to 85% next month and hope to 
be out for bid in Dec.

• Construction to start this Winter, opening 
scheduled Summer 2026



High Speed Rail update 

• California’s high-speed rail project is slated to receive $1 billion a year in funding 
through the state’s cap-and-trade program through 2045 — a relief to lawmakers 
who had urged the Legislature to approve the request as billions of dollars in 
federal funding remain in jeopardy.

• State leaders called the move, which is pending a final vote from the Legislature, a 
necessary step to cementing investments from the private sector — an area of 
focus for project officials. And the project’s chief executive, Ian Choudri, said the 
agreement is crucial to completing the current priority — a 171-mile portion from 
Merced to Bakersfield — by 2033.

• “This funding agreement resolves all identified funding gaps for the Early Operating 
Segment in the Central Valley and opens the door for meaningful public-private 
engagement with the program,” Choudri said in a statement. “And we must also 
work toward securing the long-term funding — beyond today’s commitment — that 
can bring high-speed rail to California’s population centers, where ridership and 
revenue growth will in turn support future expansions.”

• Ian Choudri, CEO – California High Speed Rail, LA Times, September 12, 2025 
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Community Program and Facility Sponsorships
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Questions and Answers
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