To: Merced City Council ) August 1, 2016
From: Michael Belluomini, Council Member M/ %ﬁ”‘”‘"

Reference: Proposed Veteran's Street Naming Policy
BACKGROUND:

Many Merced citizens have served in the military to defend the United States in times of
war and conflict. Approximately 75 citizens have made the ultimate sacrifice of their
lives defending their country. The families of these veterans who died in service to their
country have suffered a terrible loss of sons, brothers, husbands or fathers. These
sacrifices are local and profound deserving of meaningful recognition honoring the
sacrifices of those soldiers and their families in a public and proud fashion.

There are approximately 50 completely built streets without houses or other buildings
existing on them in the City of Merced. Many more subdivisions of land into residential
neighborhoods have been approved, but not built, pending improved economic times.
The law gives the city much freedom and discretion to name streets through a simple
process.

PROPOSAL

That the City Council approve a city policy that all streets without existing houses,
businesses or other occupied uses, should be named in honor of a military veteran from
the Merced City community who died in battle. If an affected property owner can justify
not naming the street after a fallen veteran, then the city can waive the requirement.
The street sign will give the name of the veteran and in which war he died.

That the city staff work with veteran groups to identify the names of the veterans who
died in battle from the Merced City community (postal address of Merced). The
Planning Commission will review and decide the naming of streets except for appeals to
the Commission's action which will be decided by the City Council.

That streets that are built, but unoccupied, be given priority to be renamed by March 1,
2017, and other approved, but undeveloped streets, be named for veterans prior to street
improvements being completed.
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EXAMPLES OF STREETS WITHOUT HOUSES THAT COULD BE
RENAMED FOR MERCED CITY VETERANS WHO DIED IN BATTLE
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