
Proposition 68 Grant- $200,000- $8,500,000 Per Request 
Statewide Park Program (SPP) competitive grants will create NEW PARKS and NEW RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES in CRITICALLY 
UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES across California. Due: December 14, 2020 

CRITICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY – an area within PROXIMITY of a PROJECT SITE that has a ratio of less than 3 acres of 
PARK SPACE per 1,000 residents, or a median household income below $56,982 (up from $51,026 in the last round) based on the 
response to Project Selection Criteria 1 or 2. 

A PROJECT must involve either DEVELOPMENT or a combination of ACQUISITION and DEVELOPMENT to: 1. Create a NEW PARK, 
or 2. EXPAND an EXISTING PARK, or 3. RENOVATE an EXISTING PARK (NOTE: the minimum percentage of funds mandated to 
renovate/expand existing parks has been completely met in round #3.)

All PROJECTS must create or RENOVATE at least one RECREATION FEATURE. Examples of RECREATION FEATURES: 

 ACQUISITION of land: Combined with DEVELOPMENT of a NEW RECREATION FEATURE. OR  Already has a
RECREATION FEATURE for public use at close of escrow.

 Aquatic center, swimming pool, splash pad, fishing pier or paddling launch site

 Amphitheater/performing arts dance, music, and theater stage

 Athletic fields (soccer regulation or “futbol-rapido”, baseball, softball, football, etc.)

 Athletic courts (basketball, “futsal”, tennis, pickleball, etc.)

 Community gardens, botanical or demonstration gardens and orchards

 Community/Recreation center (only if it will be in or ADJACENT to a PARK)

 Dog park

 Jogging and walking loop, par course, running track

 Non-motorized trail, pedestrian/bicycle bridge, greenbelt/linear PARK

 Outdoor gym exercise equipment (stations fixed into ground)

 Open space and natural area for public recreation use

 Picnic/Bar-B-Que areas

 Playground and tot lot

 Plaza, Zocalo, Gazebo

 Public art (mosaic tiles, sculptures, murals)

 Skate park, skating rink, and BMX or pump track (non-motorized bike tracks)

 Lighting to allow for extended night time use of a RECREATION FEATURE

 Shade structure/COVERED PARK areas over a RECREATION FEATURE to allow for extended day time use

A PROJECT may also include MAJOR SUPPORT AMENITIES: • Restroom, snack shack • Parking lot, staging area, 
pathway to a RECREATION FEATURE • Landscaping or lighting that will be constructed throughout the PARK  

APPLICATIONS where the majority of the TOTAL PROJECT COST is for a MAJOR SUPPORT AMENITY will be less 
competitive. PROJECTS should create a NEW RECREATION OPPORTUNITY(S) as the primary goal.   



 

Major lessons learned from the last round include selecting a park site that scores as highly as possible in criteria #1-3 
especially- not just highly in one or two of them. (In the last grant round this is the only area we failed to gain the 
maximum number of points.)  

The 10 sites below for your consideration are ranked in order of most competitive to least, and were given an 
estimated score for the first 3 criteria using the same scoring process that will be done with all applications across the 
state. This is only an estimate, as all applications will be ranked against each other, so the actual number cannot be 
known, and will be based on what other projects are submitted from across the state. This ranking is only amongst 
the 13 sites (including the 3 resubmissions) in Merced to see how they fared against each other.  
 

 



I Street & 18th Street-New Park-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $25,184 (Difference of $31,798) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 1,867 

Parks per 1,000: 0.83 (Difference of 2.17 acres) 

 

 

Other Considerations: This is the highest scoring 
site out of the 10 sites. Although the park footprint 
will be fairly small (less than .5 acres), this site 
more than any other addresses the core spirit and 
criteria of the granting agency; which is to create 
new parks and new recreation opportunities in 
critically underserved communities.  

Not only does this score very highly in the matrix, 
but also upon visiting the site it is obvious the 
positive impact it will have in the immediately 
surrounding community, as the site is surrounded 
by many low-income apartment complexes that 
do not have much access to outdoor gathering 
space. It is in the opinion of staff that a site visit 
from the granting agency would demonstrate 
strongly the need for park space in this area.  

The score may change slightly due to a 
discrepancy in the granting agency’s criteria matrix 
tool that is currently being fixed. It will increase 
the park acreage per 1,000 making it slightly less 
competitive than it shows on the matrix now, but 
should not be too significant of a change. 

This location is not mentioned in the 
2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan. 

 



Alfarata Blvd & Gerard Ave-Alfarata Ranch-New Park-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $49,105 (Difference of $7,877) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 894 

Parks per 1,000: 0.00 (Difference of 3 acres) 

  

 

Other Considerations: This site has been slated to be a park for a long time, and the residents do not have any other parks in the 
area. The site is next to a school which would presumably benefit the children who attend there. 

  

Well Site 



 

From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan: 

 

   



Mission Ave & Tyler Ave CP-42-New Park (Partial Build)-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $50,898 (Difference of $6,084) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 377 
Parks per 1,000: 1.86 (Difference of 1.14) 

 

  

Other Considerations: Must be operational and 
open to the public by the end of the grant period. 
Will require future funds to accomplish the 
complete plan. This site has a HIGH level of 
community support. 

From the 2003 Park and Open Space 
Master Plan: 

 

 

Well Site 



4th St. and N. St.-Harriet Tubman Renovation-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $33,260 (Difference of $23,722) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 1,971 
Parks per 1,000: 0.98 (Difference of 2.02) 

 

 

 



 

 

From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan: 

 

 

  



23rd and Circle Drive Park Renovation-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $42,653 (Difference of $14,329) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 1,480 
Parks per 1,000: 0.05 (Difference of 2.95) 

 

 

Other Considerations: This is currently 
the only park in this area. The only option 
for creating a new park for these 
residents is the Santa Fe and G. site, 
which isn’t a very ideal site. This is a small 
park with outdated equipment, and 
although a minipark, if renovated could 
potentially bring added value to 
residents. 

From the 2003 Park and Open 
Space Master Plan: 

 

  



South St & Home Ave-William Lloyd Garrison Park Expansion-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $44,095 (Difference of $12,887) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 1,649 

Parks per 1,000: 0.62 (Difference of 2.38 acres) 
 

 

 
Other Considerations: In addition to expanding this park can also be renovated. 

 

 

Existing 
Parkland 

Expansion 



 

From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan: 
 

                                                   MP-5 
 

William Lloyd Garrison Park is the largest of the mini-parks, and has some potential for expansion.  Currently, it barely qualifies as a 
developed park because it is essentially an uneven grass area, with the exception of a small play area and a bench located in one 
corner. lf upgraded, this park would provide service to an area not served by other neighborhood parks. 

 
It is recommended that this mini-park be upgraded so that it meets local recreation needs. Recommended upgrades include: 

• Prepare a master plan for the site, taking into account in the design any potential land acquisitions to expand the park. 
• Provide a larger play area with more interesting equipment; including installation of safety surfacing and curbing. 
• Provide a path system within the park. 
• Install paved court for basketball. etc. 
• Upgrade irrigation system. 
• Provide additional trees. 
• Provide site amenities: signage, bike racks, waste receptacles, benches and picnic tables. 
• If the park size is increased to at least 2 acres, reclassify as a neighborhood park. 

   



Main St. and Canal St-Bob Hart Square Renovation-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $20,378 (Difference of $36,604) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 1,874 

Parks per 1,000: 1.79 (Difference of 1.21 acres) 
 

  
 
 
 

Other Considerations: This site has been a 
priority for City Council for some time. 

 

From the 2003 Park and Open 
Space Master Plan:  



Rascal Creek Bike Path Behind Merced High School-New Park/Trail Upgrades-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $28,936 (Difference of $28,046) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 1,878 
Parks per 1,000: 0.97 (Difference of 2.03) 

 
 
Other Considerations: Access could be a big 
issue having only one entry point via 
Campus Drive. Residents bordering the 
space might object with concerns about 
homeless- the park will be somewhat 
remote. If a bridge was added it could 
become overly complicated and expensive, 
and might not improve access by very much. 
There are however several apartment 
complexes nearby who would presumably 
benefit from nearby green space. The basin 
space may not offer much additional land in 
terms of developable space, and may 
require a lot of work to make the basin itself 
safely accessible. A site visit from 
engineering will be necessary to assess the 
situation fully.  

However, this site scores very highly (#2 out 
of 10 sites). If this site is chosen for the 
application process and it is determined we 
cannot develop the basin into a new park, 
and instead can only renovate the trail and 
add new recreation features along the trail, 
it would still score as #5 out of all 10 of all  
the potential sites. It would also enable us 
to address the entire length of the trail. 



 

From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan: 

       

 

  



Santa Fe & G. Street-New Park-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $41,837 (Difference of $15,145) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 1,250 

Parks per 1,000: 0.06 (Difference of 2.94 acres) 

 
  

 

Other Considerations: 
Being near the train 
tracks will require some 
extra safety precautions. 
The site won’t be very 
large, but is the only 
available site in the area 
that the City already 
owns in order to serve 
these residents.  

 

This location is not 
mentioned in the 
2003 Park and Open 
Space Master Plan. 

 

 

 

 



8th St. and N. St.-Charles Richard Drew Renovation-Meets BOTH Criteria 

Median Household Income: $24,678 (Difference of $32,304) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 2,430 
Parks per 1,000: 1.89 (Difference of 1.11) 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan: 

 

  



Freemark Ave & Heitz Way-Fahren’s Creek Trail-New Park-Meets ONE Criteria 
Median Household Income: $72,909 (Difference of -$15,927) 

Number of People Living in Poverty: 232 
Parks per 1,000: 0.00 (Difference of 3) 

    
 
                                                                                                                    Other considerations: This is one of the applications already  
                                                                                                                    submitted in the previous round of grants, and will be   
                                                                                                                    resubmitted.  

 

                                                                                           From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan: 

 

 

 

  



 Revelle Dr & Bixby Way-Lester K. Yoshida-New Park-Meets ONE Criteria 

Median Household Income: $80,053 (Difference of -$23,071) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 355 
Parks per 1,000: 1.97 (Difference of 1.03) 

 

 

Other considerations: This is one of the applications already 
submitted in the previous round of grants, and will be resubmitted.  

From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan: 

 

  



Mandeville Ln & Tolman Way-Charles Ogletree-New Park-Meets ONE Criteria 

Median Household Income: $80,486 (Difference of -$23,504) 
Number of People Living in Poverty: 254 
Parks per 1,000: 2.85 (Difference of 0.15) 

 

Other considerations: This is one of the applications 
already submitted in the previous round of grants, and 
will be resubmitted.  

From the 2003 Park and Open Space Master 
Plan: 

 

 

 




