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SOUTHWEST CORNER OF "R" ST. MERCED, CA.

PROPOSED NEW DEVELOPMENT:

ASHELY INVESTMENTS, INC.
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1

Levesque, Jennifer

From: Lynda Barbour <lynda.barbour@cancer.org>
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2021 7:33 AM
To: cityclerk
Cc: Chelsea Aivazian; Cha See
Subject: Comments in Opposition to item # I. 2. (21-768) Merced City Council

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network  opposes the amendment before you.   
1) Increasing density of tobacco retailers  by allowing them to be located more closely to youth serving areas is bad 

for the community health.  Studies demonstrate that there is a relationship between tobacco retail density and 
smoking prevalence and the proliferation of these stores is much higher in black and brown, as well as lower 
income communities.  Our youth and these communities are already targets of the tobacco industry and a 
change to the policy allows further encroachment by the tobacco industry into the lives of our residents.   

2) It is unnecessary.  The current ordinance allows for exemptions to be granted on a case by case basis,  and this 
already allows council to assure that the community health is protected when an exemption is granted 

 

Lynda Barbour, MPH 

Senior Government Relations Director, So.California & Grant Program  

619.682.7416 | m: 619.742.4861 | f: 619.296.0928  
 

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, Inc.  
5333 Mission Center Road Suite 105  
San Diego, CA 92108  
fightcancer.org | 1.800.227.2345  

 

 

  

This message (including any attachments) is intended exclusively for the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain proprietary, protected, or confidential 

information. If you are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, copy, or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received 

this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.  

 

 

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of City of Merced ‐‐ DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you 
are sure the content is safe.] 
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