
CITY OF MERCED

Meeting Agenda

City Council Chamber

Merced Civic Center

2nd Floor

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

City Council/Public Finance and Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, Merced Civic 

Center, 678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA 95340
6:00 PMMonday, October 2, 2017

Regular Meeting at 6:00 PM

NOTICE TO PUBLIC

WELCOME TO THE MEETING OF THE MERCED CITY COUNCIL

At least 72 hours prior to each regular City Council meeting, a complete agenda packet is 

available for review on the City’s website at www.cityofmerced.org or at the City Clerk’s Office, 

678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA  95340.  All public records relating to an open session item that 

are distributed to a majority of the Council will be available for public inspection at the City 

Clerk’s Office during regular business hours.

PUBLIC COMMENT: OBTAIN SPEAKER CARD FROM THE CITY CLERK

Members of the audience who wish to address the City Council are requested to complete a 

speaker card available at the podium against the right-hand side of the Council Chamber.  

Please submit the completed card to the City Clerk before the item is called, preferably before 

the meeting begins.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Accommodation for individuals with disabilities may be arranged by contacting the City Clerk at 

(209) 388-8650.  Assisted hearing devices are available for meetings held in the Council 

Chamber.

A. CALL TO ORDER

A.1.  Invocation - Shahid Sohail, Ahmadiyya Muslim Community

A.2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

B. ROLL CALL
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October 2, 2017City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Meeting Agenda

B.1.  In accordance with Government Code 54952.3, it is hereby announced that the City Council sits 

either simultaneously or serially as the Parking Authority and the Public Financing and Economic 

Development Authority.  City Council members receive a monthly stipend of $20.00 by Charter for 

sitting as the City Council; and the Mayor receives an additional $50.00 each month as a part of the 

adopted budget and Resolution 1975-37.  The members of the Parking Authority and the Public 

Financing and Economic Development Authority receive no compensation.

C.  CEREMONIAL MATTERS

C.1. 17-455 SUBJECT: Proclamation - Domestic Violence Awareness Month

REPORT IN BRIEF

Received by a representative of the Valley Crisis Center.

C.2. 17-480 SUBJECT: Proclamation - Fire Prevention Month

REPORT IN BRIEF

Accepted by Merced Fire Captain Jim Evans.

C.3. 17-487 SUBJECT: Proclamation - Breast Cancer Awareness Month

REPORT IN BRIEF

Accepted by Merced Fire Fighter Chad Englert.

D.  WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

E.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Members of the public who wish to speak on any matter not listed on the agenda may speak 

during this portion of the meeting and will be allotted 5 minutes.  The Mayor may, at his discretion, 

reduce the time to 3 minutes if there are more than 3 speakers, in order to accommodate as 

many speakers as possible.  State law prohibits the City Council from acting at this meeting on 

any matter raised during the public comment period.  Members of the public who wish to speak 

on a matter that is listed on the agenda will be called upon to speak during discussion of that 

item.

F.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Adoption of the Consent Calendar may be made by one motion of the City Council, provided that 

any Council member, individual, or organization may request removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar for separate consideration.  If a request for removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar has been received, the item will be discussed and voted on separately.

F.1. 17-273 SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions
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October 2, 2017City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Meeting Agenda

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall be 

determined to have been read by title and a summary title may be read 

with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and 

Resolutions, pursuant to Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.

F.2. 17-461 SUBJECT: Information-Only Contracts

REPORT IN BRIEF

Notification of awarded Non-Public Works contracts under $30,000 and of 

Public Works contracts under $67,779.

AUTHORITY

Pursuant to the authority delegated to the City Manager on behalf of the 

City by Article XI, Section 1109, of the Merced City Charter to execute 

Public Works contracts under the adjusted FY 2017-2018 threshold of 

$67,779.00, and Chapter 3.04.080 - 3.04.110 of the Merced Municipal 

Code to execute Non-Public Works contracts under the adjusted FY 

2017-2018 threshold of $30,000.00, the contracts listed on the attached 

table were entered into by the City.

F.3. 17-492 SUBJECT: Information Only - Measure C Oversight Committee Minutes 

of February 14, 2017

RECOMMENDATION 

For information only.

F.4. 17-481 SUBJECT: City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority Meeting Minutes of September 5, 2017 

and September 12, 2017

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion approving the 

meeting minutes of September 5, 2017 and September 12, 2017.

F.5. 17-468 SUBJECT: Street Closure Request #17-12 (Merced County Office of 
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Education, for Use of W. Main Street between M and K Streets, and 

Canal Street Between W. Main and the Alley Between W. Main and 

W. 18th Streets)

REPORT IN BRIEF 

The Merced County Office of Education requests the use of City streets for 

the 16th Annual “Lights on After School” event, on Thursday, October 26, 

2017, between 1:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the street closures of W. Main 

Street between M and K Streets, and Canal Street between W. Main and 

the alley between W. Main and W. 18th Streets, on Thursday, October 26, 

2017, from 1:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., subject to the details and conditions 

outlined in the administrative staff report.

F.6. 17-472 SUBJECT: Request by the National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People for the Co-Sponsored Rate for use of the Senior 

Community Center

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider the Recreation and Parks Commission's recommendation to 

approve a request for the co-sponsored rate for use of the Senior 

Community Center by the NAACP on October 14, 2017.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the Recreation and Park 

Commission’s recommendation to grant use of the Senior Community 

Center to the NAACP at the co-sponsored rate.

F.7. 17-473 SUBJECT: Approval of an Amended and Restated Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Merced Community College District for Police 

Services

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider approving an Amended and Restated Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City of Merced Police Department and the 

Merced Community College District for police administrative services at 

the District’s campuses. 

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion: 
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A.  Approving an Amended and Restated Memorandum of Understanding 

between the City of Merced and the Merced Community College District to 

provide police services at the District’s campuses; and, 

B.  Authorizing the City Manager or Assistant City Manager to execute the 

agreement; and, 

C.  Authorizing the Interim Finance Officer to make the appropriate budget 

adjustments. 

F.8. 17-466 SUBJECT: Selection of Projects for the Road Repair and 

Accountability Act (SB1) FY17/18 Apportionment

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Approves the list of projects proposed to be funded with Road 

Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account (RMRA) funds pursuant to SB1.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving Resolution 2017-50, A 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, Approving 

the “FY 2017-2018 Project List” for the Road Repair and Accountability Act 

(SB1), Local Streets and Roads Funding for Fiscal Year 2017-2018; and, 

authorizing the Interim Finance Officer to make the necessary budget 

adjustments.

F.9. 17-454 SUBJECT: Ordinance Revision:  Water Conservation 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider revising Water Shortage Regulations, Merced Municipal Code 

Chapter 15.42, into a long-term Water Conservation Plan.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion introducing Ordinance No. 2479, an 

Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, Amending 

Chapter 15.42, “Water Shortage Regulations,” of the Merced Municipal 

Code.  

F.10. 17-476 SUBJECT: Storm National Dislocated Worker Grant Project Agreement 

with Merced County Department of Workforce Investment

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider approving an agreement with the Merced County Department of 

Workforce Investment to provide temporary workers for weed abatement, 
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creek clean up, debris removal, park clean up, road repair, and other 

authorized job activities.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the Storm National Dislocated 

Worker Grant Project Agreement with the Merced County Department of 

Workforce Investment, and authorizing the City Manager or Assistant City 

Manager to execute the necessary documents.

F.11. 17-467 SUBJECT: Consider Locating All Wheels/Skate Park in McNamara 

Community Park

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider locating an All Wheels/Skate Park in McNamara Community 

Park.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the selection of McNamara 

Community Park for an All Wheels/Skate Park.

F.12. 17-478 SUBJECT: Request to Install a Born Learning Trail in Stephen Leonard 

Park

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider request by United Way of Merced County to install a Born 

Learning Trail in Stephen Leonard Park.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the installation of a Born 

Learning Trail in Stephen Leonard Park.

G.  REPORTS

G.1. 17-494 SUBJECT: Presentation on Veterans Street Naming Project 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Staff will present an update on the Veterans Street Naming Project and 

receive direction on continuing efforts.

H.  BUSINESS

H.1. 17-479 SUBJECT: Request to Name Two Council Members to a Park Facilities 

Selection Committee
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REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider naming two City Council members to a Selection Committee for 

the purpose of considering a request to name a park bench after Bob 

McKissick.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion naming two City Council members to a 

Selection Committee to consider a request to name a park bench after 

Bob McKissick.

H.2.  Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

H.3.  City Council Comments

I.  ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item C.1. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

SUBJECT: Proclamation - Domestic Violence Awareness Month

REPORT IN BRIEF
Received by a representative of the Valley Crisis Center.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Domestic Violence Awareness Proclamation

CITY OF MERCED Printed on 9/27/2017Page 1 of 1
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Proclamation
WHEREAS, advocates and organizations work on behalf of victims every day: Domestic violence 

shelters and services, law enforcement officials, health care providers, court systems 
and legal aid providers, and others are all an integral part of the effort to end domestic 
violence and must be recognized and applauded for their work; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence affects women, men, and children of all racial, ethnic, cultural, social, 
religious, and economic groups in the United States and here in California; and

WHEREAS, the marginalization of certain groups in society, including undocumented individuals, 
transgender individuals, and people living with disabilities, increases their vulnerability 
to intimate partner violence; and

WHEREAS, among families, domestic violence is the third leading cause of homelessness; and

WHEREAS, all victims deserve access to culturally-appropriate programs and services to increase 
their safety and improve their life situations; and

WHEREAS, children exposed to domestic violence can experience long-term consequences,
including difficulty at school, substance abuse, and serious adult health problems; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to increase the public awareness and understanding of domestic 
violence and the needs of victims.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MIKE MURPHY, Mayor of the City of Merced, hereby recognize the 
month of October 2017 as “Domestic Violence Awareness Month” and urge all citizens to actively 
participate in the scheduled activities and programs, which work toward improving victim safety and 
hold perpetrators of domestic violence accountable for their actions against individuals and our society 
as a whole.  

Signed this 2nd day of October, 2017.

____________________________________

Mike Murphy, Mayor of Merced
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item C.2. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

SUBJECT: Proclamation - Fire Prevention Month

REPORT IN BRIEF
Accepted by Merced Fire Captain Jim Evans.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Fire Prevention Month Proclamation

CITY OF MERCED Printed on 9/27/2017Page 1 of 1
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Proclamation
WHEREAS, the City of Merced is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those living in 

and visiting Merced; and

WHEREAS, U.S. fire departments responded to 365,500 home fires in 2015, according to the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and U.S. home fires resulted in 2,560 civilian deaths 
in 2015, representing the majority (78 percent) of all U.S. fire deaths; and

WHEREAS, newer homes are built with lightweight materials that burn faster than older home 
constructions and many of today’s products and furnishings produce toxic gases and 
smoke when burned, making it impossible to see and breathe within moments; and

WHEREAS, these conditions contribute to a much smaller window of time for people to escape a 
home fire safely, with people having as little as one to two minutes to escape from the 
time the smoke alarm sounds; and

WHEREAS, a home fire escape plan provides the skill set and know-how to quickly and safely escape 
a home fire situation; and

WHEREAS, a home fire escape plan includes two exits from every room in the home; a path to the 
outside from each exit; smoke alarms in all required locations; and a meeting place 
outside where everyone in the home will meet upon exiting; and

WHEREAS, practicing a home fire escape plan twice a year ensures that everyone in the household 
knows what to do in a real fire situation;

WHEREAS, Merced’s first responders are dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires and 
home fire injuries through prevention and protection education; and

WHEREAS, Merced’s residents are responsive to public education measures and are able to take 
personal steps to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; and

WHEREAS, the 2017 Fire Prevention Month theme, “Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!” 
effectively serves to educate the public about the vital importance of developing a home 
fire escape plan with all members of the household and practicing it twice a year;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MIKE MURPHY, Mayor of Merced, do hereby proclaim October 2017, as Fire 
Prevention Month throughout this community. I urge all the people of Merced to develop a home fire 
escape plan with all members of the household and practice it twice a year, and to participate in the many 
public safety activities and efforts of Merced fire and emergency services during Fire Prevention Month
2017.                                          

                                                                                          Signed this 2nd day of October 2017.

                                                       

                                                                                     ____________________________________
     Mike Murphy, Mayor of Merced
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item C.3. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

SUBJECT: Proclamation - Breast Cancer Awareness Month

REPORT IN BRIEF
Accepted by Merced Fire Fighter Chad Englert.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Breast Cancer Awareness Month Proclamation
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Proclamation
WHEREAS, a woman receives a diagnosis of breast cancer every two minutes, making the 

disease the second most frequently diagnosed cancer among women in the 
United States; and

WHEREAS, this year approximately 246,660 new cases of invasive breast cancer will be 
diagnosed among women in the United States; and

WHEREAS, screening rates are declining and a recent study revealed that among the 1.5 
million women studied over the age of 40 with health insurance, less than fifty 
percent received the recommended annual screening; and

WHEREAS, the efforts of the Merced City Firefighters, IAFF Local #1479, and other 
organizations have made a major contribution to spreading breast cancer 
awareness to men and women in our community through outreach, education, 
and screening programs; and

WHEREAS, through research and advocacy, significant advances have been made in the 
fight against breast cancer, decreasing the mortality rate by 36 percent; and

WHEREAS, the 2.5 million breast cancer survivors living in the United States today are a 
testament to courage, as well as to the importance of promoting awareness 
about breast cancer, providing information, funding research, following 
recommended screening guidelines, and offering treatment to those who are 
affected; and

WHEREAS, throughout the month of October, women are encouraged to make a renewed 
commitment to following recommended screening guidelines and to make a 
mammogram appointment,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MIKE MURPHY, Mayor of the City of Merced, do hereby proclaim 
October 2017 Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and urge all citizens of Merced to take 
cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Signed this 2nd day of October 2017.

____________________________________

Mike Murphy, Mayor of Merced
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.1. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF
Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall be determined to have been
read by title and a summary title may be read with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and Resolutions, pursuant to
Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.2. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Kirkland Greene, Records Clerk II

SUBJECT: Information-Only Contracts

REPORT IN BRIEF
Notification of awarded Non-Public Works contracts under $30,000 and of Public Works contracts
under $67,779.

AUTHORITY
Pursuant to the authority delegated to the City Manager on behalf of the City by Article XI, Section
1109, of the Merced City Charter to execute Public Works contracts under the adjusted FY 2017-
2018 threshold of $67,779.00, and Chapter 3.04.080 - 3.04.110 of the Merced Municipal Code to
execute Non-Public Works contracts under the adjusted FY 2017-2018 threshold of $30,000.00, the
contracts listed on the attached table were entered into by the City.

ATTACHMENTS
1. “Information-Only” Contracts Table for September 2017
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Exhibit 1 – Table of Contracts 
 

10/2/2017 City Council Meeting 

 

 

Department/Division Vendor Purpose/Location Amount 

0701 – Finance Ahmad Ahmadi 

Agreement for Professional Services to Conduct Classes to 

Train Finance Department Employees in Microsoft Excel. $  2,040.00 

0301 – City Attorney 

Magellan Litigation Support 

Services, Inc. 

Agreement for Professional Services for Litigation 

Preparation Services. $15,000.00 

0803 – Engineering JLB Traffic Engineering, Inc. 

Agreement for Professional (Design) Services to Install 

Traffic Loop Detection at Four Intersections (Project No. 

113005). $16,170.00 

1108 – WWTP Jim Brisco Enterprises, Inc. 

Survey and level eighty (80) acres in Land Application 

Program Field #3.  Statement of Services (PO #128283). $18,320.12 

1119 – Public Works-Facilities Hoffman Electronic Systems 

Security System Sale and Services Agreement/Installment 

Agreement to Provide Security Systems, Monitoring, and 

Maintenance for City-Owned Properties (FY 2017/2018). $19,200.00 

1119 – Public Works-Facilities 

Emcor Services Mesa Energy 

Systems 

HVAC Repairs at the Police Station (replace chiller coils). 

Statement of Services (PO #128001). $24,182.00 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.3. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Levesque, Deputy City Clerk, Clerk’s Office

SUBJECT: Information Only - Measure C Oversight Committee Minutes of February 14, 2017

RECOMMENDATION
For information only.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Measure C Minutes 2/14/2017
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.4. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

SUBJECT: City Council/Public Financing and Economic Development/Parking Authority Meeting
Minutes of September 5, 2017 and September 12, 2017

REPORT IN BRIEF
Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council/Public Financing and Economic Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion
approving the meeting minutes of September 5, 2017 and September 12, 2017.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended; or,
2. Approve, subject to amendments.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Minutes of September 5, 2017
2. Minutes of September 12, 2017
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City Council Chamber

Merced Civic Center

2nd Floor

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

CITY OF MERCED

Minutes

City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

6:00 PMTuesday, September 5, 2017

A.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor MURPHY called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:05 PM.

A.1.  Invocation - Spencer Bolter, Young Life

The invocation was delivered by Spencer BOLTER from Young Life.

A.2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Mayor Pro Tempore BLAKE led the Pledge of Allegiance.

B.  ROLL CALL

Council Member Michael Belluomini, Council Member Anthony Martinez, Council 

Member Jill McLeod, Council Member Joshua Pedrozo, Council Member Matthew  

Serratto, Mayor Mike Murphy, and Mayor Pro Tempore Kevin Blake

Present: 7 - 

Absent: 0   

B.1.  In accordance with Government Code 54952.3, it is hereby announced that the City Council sits 

either simultaneously or serially as the Parking Authority and the Public Financing and Economic 

Development Authority.  City Council members receive a monthly stipend of $20.00 by Charter for 

sitting as the City Council; and the Mayor receives an additional $50.00 each month as a part of the 

adopted budget and Resolution 1975-37.  The members of the Parking Authority and the Public 

Financing and Economic Development Authority receive no compensation.

C.  CEREMONIAL MATTERS

C.1. SUBJECT: Proclamation - Patriot Week

Mayor MURPHY presented the Proclamation for Patriot Week.

D.  WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

E.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Water Conservation Specialist Leah BROWN, Merced - spoke on a new 

program the Public Works Department is launching.
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Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

Kelly PHILLIPS, Symple Equazion, Merced - spoke on an unpaid invoice 

from a Youth Council event.

Rochelle ABRIL, Merced - spoke on the road conditions by Tenaya Middle 

School and a traffic ticket she received.

Bruce METCALF, Merced Rescue Mission - spoke about a family who 

received a house purchased through the Community Development Block 

Grant.

Fernando AGUILERA, Merced Soccer Academy - thanked the City for the 

opportunities given to the Merced Soccer Academy.

Rosa BARRAGAN, Merced Soccer Academy - spoke on the successes 

and partnerships of the Merced Soccer Academy.

Maria HERNANDEZ, Merced Soccer Academy - spoke on the programs 

the Merced Soccer Academy offers. 

Axel RAMIREZ, Merced Soccer Academy - spoke on the success of the 

Merced Soccer Academy.

F.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Items F.2. Information-Only Contracts, F.4. Notice of Vacancies (2) - 

Planning Commission, and F.8. Merced City School District Contract for 

Police Services, were pulled for separate consideration.

Approval of the Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Council Member Pedrozo, seconded by Mayor Pro 

Tempore Blake, to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member 

McLeod, Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, Mayor Murphy, 

and Mayor Pro Tempore Blake

7 - 

No: 0   

Absent: 0   

F.1. SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall 

be determined to have been read by title and a summary title may be 
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September 5, 2017City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

read with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and 

Resolutions, pursuant to Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.

This Consent Item was approved.

F.3. SUBJECT: City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority Meeting Minutes of August 7, 2017

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion approving the 

meeting minutes of August 7, 2017.

This Consent Item was approved.

F.5. SUBJECT: Set a Public Hearing for the Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) Consolidated Annual Performance and 

Evaluation Report (CAPER)

REPORT IN BRIEF

Set a public hearing for Monday, September 18, 2017, to consider the 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Consolidated Annual 

Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER).

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion setting a public hearing for Monday, 

September 18, 2017, to consider the Housing and Urban Development 

Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER).

This Consent Item was approved.

F.6. SUBJECT: Accept and Appropriate Grant Funds from Pacific Gas 

and Electric for Leadership Merced Class 30’s Project “Paint the 

Town”

REPORT IN BRIEF

Accept and appropriate grant funds ($3,000.00) from Pacific Gas and 
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Electric to be used for a downtown Merced beautification art project led 

by Leadership Merced Class 30’s class project “Paint the Town”.

RECOMMENDATION

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Accepting the grant funds totaling $3,000.00 from Pacific Gas and 

Electric into Fund 001-2006-360.02-00 Contributions and Donations; 

and

B.  Appropriating the same to Fund 001-2006-572.17-00 (Merced 

Visitor Services) to be used for the “Paint the Town” art beautification 

project, via the agreement between “Paint the Town” and the City of 

Merced; and,

C.  Authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to 

execute the necessary documents.

This Consent Item was approved.

F.7. SUBJECT: 2017 California Office of Traffic Safety Selective Traffic 

Enforcement Program (STEP) Grant

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider the acceptance of grant funding in the amount of $120,000 

from the California Office of Traffic Safety STEP Grant to reimburse the 

City for traffic enforcement operations conducted on overtime.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A. Accepting the grant award and increasing the revenue budget in 

account 035-1016-324.01-02 by $120,000; and,

B. Appropriating the same to Fund 035-Police Office of Traffic Safety 

Grant Fund; and,

C. Approving the use of pooled cash until reimbursement from the grant 

is received; and,

D. Authorizing the City Manager to execute the necessary documents.

This Consent Item was approved.
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F.2. SUBJECT: Information-Only Contracts

REPORT IN BRIEF

Notification of awarded Non-Public Works contracts under $29,000 and 

of Public Works contracts under $65,204.

AUTHORITY

Pursuant to the authority delegated to the City Manager on behalf of the 

City by Article XI, Section 1109, of the Merced City Charter to execute 

Public Works contracts under the adjusted threshold of $65,204.00, and 

Chapter 3.04.080 - 3.04.110 of the Merced Municipal Code to execute 

Non-Public Works contracts under the adjusted threshold of 

$29,000.00, the contracts listed on the attached table were entered into 

by the City.

Council Member BELLUOMINI pulled this item to ask about the Chabin 

Concepts contracts.

Director of Economic Development Frank QUINTERO explained the 

difference between the three contracts with Chabin Concepts.

A motion was made by Council Member Pedrozo, seconded by Council 

Member McLeod, that this agenda item be approved. The motion carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member 

McLeod, Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, Mayor Murphy, 

and Mayor Pro Tempore Blake

7 - 

No: 0   

Absent: 0   

F.4. SUBJECT: Notice of Vacancies (2) - Planning Commission

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Requests direction for filling two vacancies on the Planning 

Commission. 

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion directing staff to notice vacancies (2) 

on the Planning Commission, due to the resignation of William Baker 

and the term completion of Kurt Smoot, and to seek applicants for the 

position, with an application deadline of September 30, 2017. 

Council Member BELLUOMINI pulled this item to suggest advertising the 

Planning Commission vacancies in the regular section of the newspaper.
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Council Member SERRATTO discussed the quality of applicants from the 

last vacancies.

Council Member PEDROZO discussed reaching out to the origanizations 

that Council Members are a part of to advertise vacancies. He also spoke 

on the cost of advertising in the newspapers. 

Mayor Pro Tempore BLAKE suggested utilizing the City's Facebook. 

A motion was made by Council Member Belluomini, seconded by Council 

Member Pedrozo, to utilize social media to advertise the Planning 

Commission vacancies. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member 

McLeod, Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, Mayor Murphy, 

and Mayor Pro Tempore Blake

7 - 

No: 0   

Absent: 0   

F.8. SUBJECT: Merced City School District Contract for Police Services

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Merced 

Police Department and the Merced City School District (MCSD) for 

police services in the District’s four middle schools.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Approving a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of 

Merced and the Merced City School District to provide police services 

in the District’s four middle schools; and, 

B.  Authorizing the City Manager or Assistant City Manager to execute 

the agreement; and,

C.  Authorizing the Finance Officer to make the appropriate budget 

adjustments.

This item was pulled by a member from the public.

Police Chief Norm ANDRADE gave a brief presentation on the Merced 

City School District contract for Police Services. 
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Gloria SANDOVAL, Merced - requested that Council not pass this item 

and spoke about her opposition to officers on campus. 

Chief ANDRADE spoke about officers on campus building relationships. 

Marilyn MOCHEL, Merced - spoke on providing students with emotional 

and mental health help. 

Chief ANDRADE discussed the mental health training that resource 

officers and police officers receive.

Council Member PEDROZO stated his support of schools having resource 

officers. 

Council Member BELLUOMINI spoke about the City being proactive and 

preventing kids from joining gangs.

Council Member MARTINEZ asked about the number of officers provided 

for the middle schools. He also spoke on the importance of schools 

providing resource officers and bridging the gap between officers and the 

public. 

Mayor Pro Tempore BLAKE discussed the role of resource officers and 

the new expectations of them. He stated his support for this item.

Council Member SERRATTO spoke about the opportunity for the resource 

officer to get to know the students and the community.

Council Member MCLEOD asked about the process if issues were to 

happen.

Chief ANDRADE discussed the processes the School District and Police 

Department go through in order to resolve any issues. 

Mayor MURPHY stated his support for providing resource officers in 

middle schools.

A motion was made by Council Member Pedrozo, seconded by Mayor Pro 

Tempore Blake, that this agenda item be approved. The motion carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member 

McLeod, Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, Mayor Murphy, 

and Mayor Pro Tempore Blake

7 - 

No: 0   
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Absent: 0   

G.  REPORTS

G.1. SUBJECT: Create Honorary Historic Neighborhood District for 

Ragsdale Neighborhood

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider creating an Honorary Historic Neighborhood District for the 

Ragsdale Neighborhood in Central Merced.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving Resolution 2017- 45, A 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, approving 

the Ragsdale Subdivision honorary neighborhood residential historic 

district designation.

Assistant to the City Manager Mike CONWAY gave a presentation on 

creating the Honorary Historic Neighborhood District for the Ragsdale 

Neighborhood. 

Gloria CONLIN, Downtown Neighborhood Association, Merced - spoke on 

the request to designate the Ragsdale Neighborhood for the Honorary 

Historic Neighborhood District. 

Mary CAMPER, Merced - spoke on her family history in Merced and her 

support for the designation of the Ragsdale Neighborhood for the Honorary 

Historic Neighborhood District. 

Mary HOFMANN, Merced - spoke on her family's history living in the 

Ragsdale neighborhood. She also stated her support for the designation of 

the Ragsdale Neighborhood for the Honorary Historic Neighborhood 

District. 

Sarah LIM, Merced Historical Society - stated her support for the 

designation of the Ragsdale Neighborhood for the Honorary Historic 

Neighborhood District. 

Mayor MURPHY stated his support for this item.

Council Member MARTINEZ asked about the criteria for future 

neighborhoods. 

Mayor Pro Tempore BLAKE stated his support for this item and 
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commended the Downtown Neighborhood Association for all their hard 

work. 

Council Member PEDROZO spoke on the Downtown Neighborhood 

Association's meeting that was held in regards to the Ragsdale 

Neighborhood. He also stated his support for this item.

Council Member BELLUOMINI stated his support for this item. He also 

spoke on the uniqueness of the neighborhood. 

Council Member MCLEOD stated her support for this item. She also spoke 

on the meeting the Downtown Neighborhood Association had and the 

number of community members who attended. 

Council Member SERRATTO stated his support for this item and the 

community.

City Manager Steve CARRIGAN stated his support for this item and 

discussed developing criteria for future honorary historic neighborhoods.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tempore Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Pedrozo, to adopt Resolution 2017-45. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member McLeod, 

Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, Mayor Murphy, and Mayor Pro 

Tempore Blake

7 - 

No: 0   

Absent: 0   

H.  BUSINESS

H.1. SUBJECT: City Council Subcommittee Update on Entry Sign Contest

REPORT IN BRIEF 

This item is in response to the City Council Subcommittee’s request to 

discuss an update on entry signs into the City. 

RECOMMENDATION 

For Information only.

Council Member BELLUOMINI gave a brief presentation updating the 

Council on the Entry Sign Contest and discussed bringing the final results 

of the contest back to the October 16th meeting. 

Council Member PEDROZO asked if bringing the contest results back on 
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October 16th would give the subcommittee enough time to pick a winner.

Assistant City Manager Stephanie DIETZ suggested bringing the results of 

the Entry Sign Contest to the November 6th meeting.

H.2. SUBJECT: City Council Position on League of California Cities 

Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Provides direction to the City’s official League of California Cities voting 

delegate on two proposed League Resolutions.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion stating the City’s position on each of the 

two proposed League Resolutions and directing the City’s official League 

voting delegate to cast votes as such at the League’s Annual Business 

Meeting on Friday, September 15, at the Sacramento Convention Center. 

Council Member BELLUOMINI asked about the Emergency Medical 

Resolution and who oversees the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 

Agency.

Fire Chief Michael WILKINSON explained that the Emergency Medical 

Resolution is to clarify the government code and the Emergency Medical 

Services Act for dispatch authority. He also explained that the Merced 

County Health Department oversees the EMS Agency.

Mayor Pro Tempore BLAKE asked if the Fire Department gets 

reimbursement from Riggs Ambulance when responding to a call.

Chief WILKINSON confirmed that the Fire Department does get 

reimbursed.

Rick MCMILLION, Merced - asked if Riggs Ambulance was part of the 

EMS Agency.

A motion was made by Council Member Belluomini, seconded by Council 

Member McLeod, for the City to support the resolutions at the League of 

California Cities Conference. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member McLeod, 

Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, Mayor Murphy, and Mayor Pro 

Tempore Blake

7 - 

No: 0   

Absent: 0   
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H.3.  Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

Council Member BELLUOMINI requested to add a quarterly report of the 

budget and priorities for the October 16th meeting.

H.4.  City Council Comments

Council Member MARTINEZ reported on attending the transportation event 

and the casino opening event. He also spoke on the development of new 

businesses on Parsons and Childs as well as the Merced Mall area. 

Council Member PEDROZO reported on attending the 4-H and Farm 

Bureau 100-year Celebration, the 90th Anniversary Celebration of Our 

Lady of Mercy School, the transportation event, and the casino opening 

event.

Mayor MURPHY spoke on the M Street bridge repair and the development 

of the downtown area. He reported on attending the transportation event 

and the Chamber of Commerce breakfast. He also judged a chilli cookoff 

at the Atwater Bible Church, and was a speaker at the Merced County 

Legal Professional Association meeting. 

I.  ADJOURNMENT

Clerk's Note: The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM.

A motion was made by Mayor Murphy, seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Blake, 

that the Regular Meeting be adjourned in memory of Steven Baker. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member McLeod, 

Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, Mayor Murphy, and Mayor Pro 

Tempore Blake

7 - 

No: 0   

Absent: 0   

Page 11CITY OF MERCED Printed on 9/25/2017

34



City Council Chamber

Merced Civic Center

2nd Floor

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

CITY OF MERCED
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6:00 PMTuesday, September 12, 2017

A.  STUDY SESSION ROLL CALL

Mayor MURPHY called the Study Session to order at 6:02 PM.

Planning Commissioners in attendance - CAMPER, COLBY, DYLINA, 

SMITH

Council Member Michael Belluomini, Council Member Anthony Martinez, Council 

Member Jill McLeod, Council Member Joshua Pedrozo, Council Member Matthew  

Serratto, Mayor Mike Murphy, and Mayor Pro Tempore Kevin Blake

Present: 7 - 

Absent: 0   

B.  STUDY SESSION

B.1. SUBJECT: Joint Study Session with City Council/Planning Commission 

to Discuss Draft Cannabis Ordinance

REPORT IN BRIEF 

A joint Study Session with the Planning Commission and City Council to 

discuss Draft Cannabis Ordinance.

Development Services Director Scott MCBRIDE gave a brief overview of 

the agenda and updated some of the current terminology regarding 

marijuana.

Neil HALL, SCI Consulting gave a slide show presentation on new laws 

and regulations being developed due to the voter-approved adult-use for 

cannabis.  He discussed differences in adult-use and medicinal-use 

cannabis.  He highlighted the number of medicinal marijuana card holders 

in the County and the State.  He discussed several options regarding 

cultivation, manufacturing, testing, distribution and dispensaries that could 

be included in the proposed ordinance.

Mr. Hall also discussed taxation and fees involved and the potential 

revenue for the City.
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City Manager Steve CARRIGAN discussed the amount of time the City has 

spent on the topic and thanked the Council for their work on this item.

Council Member PEDROZO questioned taxation on medicinal cannabis 

and asked for clarification on cultivation and nurseries.

Mr. HALL stated that nurseries could only wholesale immature plants.

Mayor Pro Tempore BLAKE asked about the cash-only aspect of the 

business.

Mr. HALL stated that there are options to accept cash tax payments.

Mayor MURPHY stated his support for indoor cultivation, 4 dispensaries 

and deliveries.  He highlighted some confusion with the amount of space 

allowed for cultivation.  He discussed the need for a vote by the people to 

tax cannabis in order to fund extra services that will be required to monitor 

these businesses.

Council Member BELLUOMINI expressed concern that hearings have not 

been held regarding the adult use of marijuana.  He suggested moving 

forward with medicinal marijuana.

Council Member BELLUOMINI asked for clarification on several items in 

the draft ordinance.  He also expressed concern that the ordinance 

conflicts with federal law.  He asked for clarification on different zones 

quoted in the ordinance.

Planning Manager Kim ESPINOSA stated that Central Commercial and 

Regional Commercial are the same zoning category.

Council Member BELLUOMINI stated that he met with the consultant prior 

to the meeting to go over the ordinance.

Clerk's Note: Mayor MURPHY and Planning Commissioner SMITH left 

the meeting at 6:45 PM.  Mayor Pro-Tempore BLAKE assumed the Chair 

duties for the remainder of the meeting.

Council Member BELLUOMINI continued to ask clarifying questions, 

including those related to business signage, volatile and non-volatile 

language, and other language used in different sections of the ordinance. 

Council Member MCLEOD suggested that adult-use cannabis should be 

considered, due to the voters' approval.
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Council Member PEDROZO agreed that adult-use should be considered 

as well.

Council Member BELLUOMINI continued to ask for language clarification 

in different portions of the ordinance.  He also requested to review the 

criteria for awarding the permits for the four dispensaries.

Ms. ESPINOSA  stated the criteria will be made available to Council, but 

would not be written in the ordinance.

Council Member MCLEOD stated support for both medicinal-use and 

adult-use cannabis due to the voter support in the City.

Planning Commissioner COLBY asked for clarification on the ordinance in 

regards to violating federal law.

Interim City Attorney Kim FLORES stated the ordinance follows state law.

Council Member MARTINEZ inquired about the amount of cannabis that 

can be purchased by recreational users and medicinal users.

Planning Chair DYLINA asked about medicinal cards and privacy laws.

Mr. HALL stated that the information was protected under HIPAA laws.

C.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Susan BOUSCAREN, Merced - asked about the timeline for the 

applications.

Will SCAARUP, Eureka - spoke about the zones for delivery and 

distribution.

Mark YANDOW, Merced - spoke on land use.

Frank QUINTANA, Madera County - spoke on the selection process for 

dispensaries.

Wes HARDIN, Hanford - spoke about the differences in medicinal and 

recreational marijuana.

Zach DRIVAN, Stockton - spoke on his experience as an attorney with 

various marijuana issues.
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Noble WARD, Merced - spoke on the tax implications of marijuana.

Hai DUONG, Merced - spoke on medicinal marijuana for pain relief.

D.  COUNCIL DIRECTION ON DRAFT CANNABIS ORDINANCE

Council Member MARTINEZ suggested looking at the whole ordinance.

Council Member BELLUOMINI made a motion to have staff correct the 

ordinance and return it to Council with amendments for reconsideration.

Clerk's Note:  The motion failed for lack of a second.

Planning Chair DYLINA stated that commercial cultivation should be 

self-funding.

Council Member SERRATTO stated that the ordinance should include both 

adult-use and medicinal-use.

Council Member PEDROZO asked about Conditional Use Permits.

Planning Manager Kim ESPINOSA suggested polling the Council and 

Planning Commissioners for direction on the different aspects of the 

ordinance.

Council and Planning Commissioners continued to discuss the different 

zone uses and locations for different aspects of the marijuana industry.

Direction for the ordinance:

Cultivation and Nurseries - Allow in Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial 

Zones.

Non-Volatile Manufacturing -  Allow in Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial 

Zones.

Volatile Manufacturing - Allow in Heavy Industrial Zones.

Adult-Use Dispensaries -  Allow 3 Adult-Use Dispensaries in Central 

Commercial and General Commercial Zones (prohibited in City Center).

Medicinal-Use Dispensaries -  Allow 1 Medicinal-Use Dispensary in 

Commercial Office, Central Commercial and General Commercial Zones 

(prohibited in City Center).

Distribution -  Allow in General Commercial, Light Industrial and Heavy 

Industrial Zones.

Laboratory Testing - Allow in Commercial Office, Central Commercial, 

General Commercial, Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial Zones.
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Council Member BELLUOMINI expressed concern that giving direction on 

adult-use dispensaries was premature.

Council Member BELLUOMINI suggested that the applicants could appeal 

to the City Council.

Council and Planning Commission agreed with the final appeal being at 

the Council level.

City Manager CARRIGAN thanked the Council and Planning Commission 

for their efforts.

E.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Council Member Belluomini, seconded by Council 

Member Pedrozo, that the Study Session be adjourned. The motion carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Council Member Belluomini, Council Member Martinez, Council Member McLeod, 

Council Member Pedrozo, Council Member Serratto, and Mayor Pro Tempore Blake

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Mayor Murphy1 - 

Planning Commissioners in favor of adjournment - COLBY, CAMPER, 

DYLINA

Clerk's Note: The meeting adjourned at 8:44 PM.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.5. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by:  Kimberly Nutt, Planning Technician II

SUBJECT: Street Closure Request #17-12 (Merced County Office of Education, for Use of W.
Main Street between M and K Streets, and Canal Street Between W. Main and the Alley Between
W. Main and W. 18th Streets)

REPORT IN BRIEF
The Merced County Office of Education requests the use of City streets for the 16th Annual “Lights on
After School” event, on Thursday, October 26, 2017, between 1:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the street closures of W. Main Street between M and K
Streets, and Canal Street between W. Main and the alley between W. Main and W. 18th Streets, on
Thursday, October 26, 2017, from 1:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., subject to the details and conditions
outlined in the administrative staff report.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to modifications as conditioned by Council; or,
3. Deny the request completely; or,
4. Refer back to staff for reconsideration of specific items as requested by Council; or,
5. Continue item to a future Council meeting (date and time to be specified in City Council motion).

AUTHORITY
City of Merced Charter, Section 200; California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 21101(e), as follows:

“21101. Local authorities, for those highways under their jurisdiction, may adopt rules and regulations
by ordinance or resolution on the following matters:

(e) Temporarily closing a portion of any street for celebrations, parades, local special events, and
other purposes when, in the opinion of local authorities having jurisdiction or a public officer or
employee that the local authority designates by resolution, the closing is necessary for the safety and
protection of persons who are to use that portion of the street during the temporary closing.”

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Not applicable.
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File #: 17-468 Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

DISCUSSION
The Merced County Office of Education (MCOE) is requesting to hold its 16th Annual “Lights on After
School” event on downtown streets on the evening of Thursday, October 26, 2017.  The event will
begin at 3:00 p.m., and is expected to end at 8:30 p.m.

Launched nationally in October 2000, “Lights On After School” is a coordinated nationwide event
celebrating afterschool programs and their important role in the lives of children, families, and
communities.  Organized nationwide by The Afterschool Alliance, and partnered on the national level
with groups including the American Heart Association’s Voices for Healthy Kids, Alliance for a
Healthier Generation, Camp Fire, National Recreation and Parks Association, the YMCA, and 4-H
National Youth Science Day, the simultaneous events throughout the United States seek to draw
attention to the many ways afterschool programs support students by offering them opportunities to
learn new things and discover new skills.

Locally, the Merced event will feature games, information booths, performances by local groups,
music, and a children’s walking parade through the closure area (Attachment 3).  The MCOE expects
an attendance of approximately 2,500 people.

Requested Streets:
The applicant requests the closure of the following streets on Thursday, October 26, 2017, from 1:30
p.m. to 10:00 p.m., as shown on Attachments 1 and 2, subject to the details and conditions outlined
in the Conditions of Approval:

· W. Main Street, between M and K Streets

· Canal Street, between W. Main and the alley between W. Main and W. 18th Streets.

Temporary barricades will be placed at the intersections of M and W. Main Streets, K and W. Main
Streets, and on Canal Street at the pedestrian crossing mid-block at the alley between W. Main and
W. 18th Streets (Attachment 2).  Since only half of Canal Street will be used, vehicles will be able to
use Canal Street north of the alley to gain access to public parking lots immediately north of the
event.

The event sponsor has ordered the placement of temporary restroom facilities for the public’s use
during the event, including a handicapped-accessible unit.  They will be placed at the southern end of
Bob Hart Square, at Canal Street.

At least seventy-two hours (three days) prior to the event, the event organizers are required to notify
nearby businesses and residences within one half-mile of the affected streets (Condition #6).  To
ensure this is done, event organizers are required to provide staff with confirmation that this
notification was given.  Staff has prepared a standard form that the event sponsor shall complete,
photocopy, and distribute to businesses and residences within the stated area (Attachment 4).  A
copy of this form shall also be signed and submitted to Planning Department staff, affirming that the
required businesses and residences were notified.

Conditions of Approval:
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The event and street closure will be subject to the following conditions, if approved:

1.  By applying for the street closure request, the Permittee shall agree to indemnify, protect, defend
(with counsel selected by the City), save, and hold City, its officers, employees, agents, and
volunteers harmless from any and all claims or causes of action for death or injury to persons, or
damage to property resulting from intentional or negligent acts, errors, or omissions of Event Sponsor
or Event Sponsor’s officers, employees, agents, volunteers, and participants during performance of
the Event, or from any violation of any federal, state or municipal law or ordinance, to the extent
caused, in whole or in part, by the willful misconduct, negligent acts, or omissions of Event Sponsor
or its officers, employees, agents, volunteers, or participants, or resulting from the negligence of the
City, its officers, employees, agents, volunteers, except for loss caused solely by the gross
negligence of the City.  Acceptance by the City of insurance certificates and endorsements required
for this event does not relieve Event Sponsor from liability under this indemnification and hold
harmless clause.  This indemnification and hold harmless clause shall apply to any damages or
claims for damages whether or not such insurance policies shall have been determined to apply.

2.  Prior to engaging in the event, Event Sponsor shall provide the City with a Certificate of Liability
Insurance evidencing coverage in an amount of no less than $500,000 for property damage and
$500,000 for personal injury or a minimum combined single limit coverage of $500,000.  Said policy
shall stipulate that this insurance will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance will
be called on to cover a loss covered thereunder.  Additional insured endorsements evidencing this
coverage, naming the City of Merced, its Officers, Employees, Agents as additional insureds, must be
submitted to the City prior to the event.  This certificate shall provide that thirty (30) days written
notice of cancellation shall be given to the City.  Certificates of Insurance shall also be provided for
Automobile insurances of all automobiles used for the event.  If the Event Sponsor has any employee
(s), full workers’ compensation insurance shall be provided with a limit of at least $100,000 for any
one person as required by law.

3.  The event sponsor shall obtain, at its sole cost and expense, special events coverage insuring the
City and its officers, employees, volunteers, and agents from any and all claims relating to the
project.  Special events coverage may be obtained through private insurance or is available through
application with the City of Merced Insurance/Risk Management Department, 209-388-7100.

4.  Failure to comply with any law, rule, or regulation applicable to the use of said streets shall be
grounds to revoke any such permit and, in such circumstances, the Chief of Police shall immediately
revoke said permit.  The Event Sponsor or permit holder, in such case, shall have the right to appeal
said revocation to the City Council.

5.  Event sponsor shall be responsible for placing and removing all traffic barricades and posting of
parking restrictions where street is closed.  “No Parking” signs shall be posted at least twenty-four
(24) hours prior to towing of vehicle(s) per California Vehicle Code Section 22651(m).

6.  Event sponsor shall contact all businesses and residences affected by the street closures,
advising them of the hours, conditions, and reason thereof within one half-mile of the closure area at
least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the event.  Event sponsor shall provide the City with
confirmation that the proper notification was given (Attachment 4).
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7.  Event sponsor shall provide and maintain a minimum 22-foot-wide emergency vehicle access
path to and through the interior of the closure area at all times.  Fire hydrant access shall not be
blocked at any time whatsoever.

8.  Event sponsor shall provide adequate supervision and security throughout the area to ensure the
safety of the participants and the public gathered, as required by the Police Department.

9.  The Merced City Police Department or their designee has the authority to immediately cancel all
activities requested with this street closure if there is a police or other emergency incident in the area.
Application fees are non-refundable.

10.  Event sponsor shall be responsible for removing all equipment and disposing of any trash and
debris within and around the closure area that is generated from the event prior to the expiration of
the closure permit.

11.  Alcoholic beverages may not be served or sold at this event.

12.  Event sponsor shall be responsible for ensuring that any outside vendors involved with the event
obtain a City of Merced business license and a Merced County Environmental Health Food Vendor
Permit, if food-related.

13.  If needed, the applicant/event sponsor shall arrange and pay for special event City Refuse
and/or recycling container service(s) by contacting Public Works at (209)385-6800.

14.  All other provisions addressed in Ordinance #1941 Chapter 12.42 (Temporary Street Closures)
shall apply.

Recommendation:
In summary, City Staff is recommending approval of the requested Street Closure and use of Bob
Hart Square, subject to the conditions above.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
There will be very little impact on City resources in association with this street closure.

The event has not needed additional refuse containers for past years’ events, and they expect this
will remain the same.  However, the event does generate some recyclable waste and thus will need
recycling container services from Public Works.  The event sponsor would be required to make
arrangements with the Public Works’ Refuse Division for those services (Condition #13).

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Location Map
2.  Closure Detail
3.  Event Site Plan
4.  Notice of Pending Street Closure form
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Disclaimer:  This document was
prepared for general inquiries only.
The City of Merced makes no
warranty, representation, or
guarantee regarding the accuracy
of this map.  The City of Merced is
not responsible for errors or
omissions that might occur.
Official information regarding
specific parcels should be
obtained from official recorded or
adopted City documents.

Location Map:
Street Closure #17-12

Merced County Office of Education
"Lights On After School"

Thursday, 10-26-17
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Disclaimer:  This document was prepared for general inquiries
only.  The City of Merced makes no warranty, representation, or
guarantee regarding the accuracy of this map.  The City of
Merced is not responsible for errors or omissions that might occur.
Official information regarding specific parcels should be obtained
from official recorded or adopted City documents.

Closure Detail:
Street Closure #11-14

Merced County Office of Education
"Lights On After School"
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NOTIFICATION OF PENDING STREET CLOSURE 
 

This is to notify you of an event that will require the closure of street(s) in your area.  Please note the details below, 
including the date and time of the closure(s), and plan to park your vehicle(s) off the affected street(s) on the day of the 
event.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  If you have any concerns, please notify the contact person listed. 
 

Name of Event: _____________________________________ Type of event (parade, etc.): ____________________ 

Contact Person: ___________________________________________ Phone Number: ________________________ 

Please Note:  Event Sponsor is responsible for posting of parking restrictions where street is closed.  “No Parking” 
signs shall be posted at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to any necessary towing of vehicle(s), per California Vehicle 
Code Section 22651(m).   
 

To avoid having your vehicle towed, please keep this notice as a reminder and comply with the posted parking 
restrictions.  If you are a business with employees, please notify your employees as soon as possible and post this 
notice in a conspicuous location.  Thank you. 
 

NOTIFICATION OF PENDING STREET CLOSURE 
 

This is to notify you of an event that will require the closure of street(s) in your area.  Please note the details below, 
including the date and time of the closure(s), and plan to park your vehicle(s) off the affected street(s) on the day of the 
event.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  If you have any concerns, please notify the contact person listed. 
 

Name of Event: _____________________________________ Type of event (parade, etc.): ____________________ 

Contact Person: ___________________________________________ Phone Number: ________________________ 

Please Note:  Event Sponsor is responsible for posting of parking restrictions where street is closed.  “No Parking” 
signs shall be posted at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to any necessary towing of vehicle(s), per California Vehicle 
Code Section 22651(m).   
 

To avoid having your vehicle towed, please keep this notice as a reminder and comply with the posted parking 
restrictions.  If you are a business with employees, please notify your employees as soon as possible and post this 
notice in a conspicuous location.  Thank you. 
 
 

To be signed by Event Sponsor Representative after completion of required 72-hour notification and submitted to 
the City of Merced Planning Dept, City Hall (2nd Floor), 678 W. 18th Street, Merced. 
I have notified the required parties of the dates, times, and affected streets, as required. 

Signed _____________________________________ Title: __________________________ Date: _______________ 

Date(s) of closure: ________________________________ Time: between ________am/pm and ________am/pm 

Streets to be closed: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other streets with restricted access: _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date(s) of closure: ________________________________ Time: between ________am/pm and ________am/pm 

Streets to be closed: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other streets with restricted access: _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.6. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Lamguene Kindavong, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Request by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People for the
Co-Sponsored Rate for use of the Senior Community Center

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider the Recreation and Parks Commission's recommendation to approve a request for the co-
sponsored rate for use of the Senior Community Center by the NAACP on October 14, 2017.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the Recreation and Park Commission’s recommendation to
grant use of the Senior Community Center to the NAACP at the co-sponsored rate.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by the Recreation and Parks Commission; or,
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended by the Recreation and Parks Commission (identify
specific findings and/or conditions amended to be addressed in the motion); or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer to the Recreation and Parks Commission for reconsideration of specific items (specific
items to be addressed in the motion); or,
5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As provided for in the 2017-18 Adopted Budget

DISCUSSION
On July 19, 2017, the Parks and Recreation Department received a request from the NAACP to use
the Senior Community Center at the co-sponsored rate. The group will be holding a fundraiser on
October 14, from 5:00 to 10:00 PM, to support their local chapter.  The total time for the event,
including set up and clean up, will be from 3:00 to 11:00 PM. The request was on the agenda for the
August 28, 2017 Recreation and Parks Commission meeting and was approved by commissioners.

The Senior Community Center is available during the requested time and there will be no
interference with regularly scheduled senior programs.  There is an established non-profit rate for use
of the Senior Community Center, which requires City Council approval.  By charging the co-
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sponsored rate, the City will recoup all expenses for hosting the event at our facility. The NAACP will
be required to provide liability insurance and security regardless of which fees are approved.

The regular and co-sponsored rates for this type of event are as follows:

Regular Rate: Co-Sponsored Rate:
(free time given for setup/cleanup)
$300 refundable deposit                        $50 refundable deposit
$625 hourly rate ($125 per hour)           $240 staff charge ($30 per hour)
$100 set up fee                                      $80 energy fee ($10 per hour)
$366 cleaning fee                                  $45 per event maintenance fee
Total = $1,365                                       Total = $415

Staff and the Recreation and Parks Commission have reviewed the application and see the event as
a worthy cause and recommend approving the request.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Letter of Request
2.  Application
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.7. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Norman Andrade, Chief of Police, Merced Police Department

SUBJECT: Approval of an Amended and Restated Memorandum of Understanding with the
Merced Community College District for Police Services

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider approving an Amended and Restated Memorandum of Understanding between the City of
Merced Police Department and the Merced Community College District for police administrative
services at the District’s campuses.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion:

A. Approving an Amended and Restated Memorandum of Understanding between the City of
Merced and the Merced Community College District to provide police services at the District’s
campuses; and,

B. Authorizing the City Manager or Assistant City Manager to execute the agreement; and,

C. Authorizing the Interim Finance Officer to make the appropriate budget adjustments.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended by City Council; or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer to staff for reconsideration of specific items; or,
5. Continue to a future City Council meeting.

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As provided for in the 2017-18 Adopted Budget.

DISCUSSION
In 2016/2017, Merced Community College requested the assistance of the Merced Police
Department in providing a Police Administrator for the college, as their agreement with the Merced
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County Sheriff’s Department for such services was due to expire.  The City of Merced entered into a
short-term agreement with the Merced Community College District to assign a Police Captain to
serve part-time as the college Police Department’s Chief Administrator at 75% reimbursement to the
City for salary and benefits.

The college has requested that the City continue providing these services in FY 2017/2018, and
through FY 2019/20, at 100% reimbursement for salary and benefits. With the recent change in
Administrators, the College has requested a full-time Police Captain be assigned to the detail.
During initial conversations, the College had requested the assignment of a full-time Lieutenant.
However, after further evaluation, the College has requested to retain an administrator at the Captain
level. MPD is willing to provide the Captain position since the College has committed to pay 100%
salary and benefits for the term of the Agreement (4 years).  With the understanding that the needs of
MPD may fluctuate, the College has also agreed to Section 1.8, which allows the City to place a
Lieutenant, if it becomes necessary and if mutually agreed upon between the City and the College.  If
a Lieutenant is assigned in lieu of a Captain, the City will receive 100% reimbursement for salary and
benefits at the Lieutenant rate of pay.

As part of the FY 2017/18 Budget, the Council added a Lieutenant position to allow MPD to provide
services to Merced College.  MPD would like to retain the Lieutenant position in order to address
administrative needs within the department with the transition of a full-time Captain to the College.

With the formation of this Agreement, the City and the College will be working together on several
notable collaborative efforts.  For example, as detailed in Section 10 of the Agreement, the Merced
College will allow the City’s Police and Fire Departments to periodically conduct trainings and
meetings in their available classrooms, facilities, and in other areas of their campuses at no cost to
the City.  The College is also willing and interested in assisting the City with hosting community
events, such as the Drug Store Project, and community meetings, such as Neighborhood Watch.  In
addition, the College Police Department and the City Police Department will work together to educate
students about the City’s Social Host Ordinance, and they will work together to enforce it.

The new agreement stipulates that the City will provide a Police Captain or Lieutenant to serve full-
time as the college Police Department’s Chief Administrator, and the college will make monthly
payments, based on actual expenses, to the City for reimbursement in the amount not to exceed
$209,366.50 annually.  The term of the agreement is from September 1, 2016 to September 1, 2020.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
Funding will be provided by the Merced Community College District, as outlined in the contract.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Amended and Restated memorandum of Understanding between the City of Merced and the
Merced Community College District.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.8. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Ken F. Elwin, PE, Director of Public Works

SUBJECT: Selection of Projects for the Road Repair and Accountability Act (SB1) FY17/18
Apportionment

REPORT IN BRIEF
Approves the list of projects proposed to be funded with Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation
Account (RMRA) funds pursuant to SB1.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving Resolution 2017-50, A Resolution of the City Council of the
City of Merced, California, Approving the “FY 2017-2018 Project List” for the Road Repair and
Accountability Act (SB1), Local Streets and Roads Funding for Fiscal Year 2017-2018; and,
authorizing the Interim Finance Officer to make the necessary budget adjustments.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to modifications by City Council; or,
3. Deny.

AUTHORITY
Streets and Highways Code (SHC) Section 2034(a)(1) requires an eligible city to submit to the
California Transportation Commission a list of projects proposed to be funded with Road
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account (RMRA) funds; the approved project list must be
incorporated into City budget and adopted at a regular public meeting.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Addresses City Council Priority for local roads/sidewalks/traffic.

DISCUSSION
Background

On April 28, 2017, the Governor signed Senate Bill 1 (SB1), also known as the Road Repair and
Accountability Act of 2017.  This program provides funding for basic road maintenance, rehabilitation,
and critical safety needs for state highways and local streets.

The funding will be deposited by the State Controller into the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation
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Account (RMRA) and will be apportioned by formula to eligible cities.  In order for a city of be eligible
to receive RMRA funding, an approved project list must be first incorporated into their city budget and
adopted at a regular public meeting.

Projects eligible for RMRA funding include, but are not limited to, road maintenance and
rehabilitation, safety projects, railroad grade separations, complete street components (including
active transportation purposes, pedestrian and bicycle safety projects, transit facilities, and drainage
and stormwater capture projects in conjunction with any other allowable project), and traffic control
devices.

The project list must include a description, location, completion schedule, and estimated useful life of
the improvement.  This project list does not limit the City’s flexibility in completing projects based on
local needs and priorities, as long as the projects meet the standards in the RMRA guidelines. The
City will be required to annually submit a project list to the CTC in order to be eligible for RMRA
funding.

Pavement Management System (PMS)

The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) defines PMS as:
“A pavement management system is a set of tools or methods that assist decision makers in finding
optimum strategies for providing, evaluating, and maintaining pavements in a serviceable condition
over a period of time.” By developing reliable pavement inventory and condition information, the City
will be better able to identify and prioritize pavement maintenance and rehabilitation needs within
budget or other considering constraints that may exist, in a more cost-effective manner.

A pavement management system relies on objective, repeatable pavement condition information to
determine current and future maintenance and rehabilitation needs. Therefore, the first step involves
conducting a meaningful pavement evaluation. This evaluation could comprise of both a functional
evaluation and a structural evaluation.

A functional evaluation considers the surface characteristics of a road, such as, cracking,
smoothness, noise, friction etc. The functional pavement evaluation typically results in what is called
a pavement condition index (PCI) which is based on the type, severity, and quantity of distress
present.  A structural evaluation is used to determine the ability of the pavement to carry traffic
loadings, with information such as pavement layer thicknesses, subgrade, and is typically done at a
project specific level.

The decision makers (staff, council) will need to base their program recommendations not only on a
PCI, but instead recommendations will need to consider existing constraints as well as funding
limitations. For example ranking of projects could be established by giving higher weight to projects
that reflect the City’s priorities, for instance, higher volume roads may have higher priority than lower
volume facilities.
The Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) is currently working to release a request
for proposal (RFP) for a countywide pavement management system, which the City of Merced will be
a part of.
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It is the hope that the City’s list of projects submitted for the following year will be selected using as
an objective tool such as a pavement management system. This tool will provide the type of
information needed to support the City’s decision-making process.

RMRA Apportionment and Project List

The City of Merced is anticipated to receive $484,000 in RMRA funding for FY17/18.   The Public
Works Director and City Engineer have developed an initial list of projects to be funded utilizing the
FY 17/18 RMRA Apportionment.  These projects were selected based on being able to have a quick
turn around getting project out to bid and installed with minimal engineering design.

1. 1`Sidewalk Replacement at various locations throughout the City. See attached project list and
attached location maps.

2. Curb and Gutter replacement at various locations throughout the City. See attached project list
and attached location maps.

3. Scrub Seal Projects on Canal Street from Childs to 16th Street, East El Portal Avenue from “G”
Street to Joerg Avenue, West 26th Street from “G” Street to “M” Street and Merced Avenue
from Parsons Avenue to Motel Drive.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
The adopted project list must be submitted to the California Transportation Commission no later than
October 16, 2017 in order for the City of Merced to be eligible to receive the FY 17/18
apportionments beginning in January 2018.

A city or county receiving an apportionment of RMRA funds is required to sustain a “Maintenance of
Effort” (MOE) by spending at least the annual average of its “general fund” expenditures during the
2009-10, 2010-11, and 2011-2012 fiscal years for the street and roadway purposes. Finance Staff is
working with the State of California to confirm the MOE amount.  The current MOE estimate is
$1,050,000 per year in order to remain eligible for RMRA funding.  Although the language used is
“general fund” the MOE can be and will be met with a variety of funding sources, including Public
Works Administration (Fund 029), Street Trees (Fund 558), Streets Maintenance (Fund 022),
Measure C (Fund 061), and the General Fund. Sufficient funding is available in the FY 2017/18

budget to allow the City to meet this MOE requirement.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Resolution
2.  Project List
3.  Location Maps
4.  Pictures (Sidewalks & Curb and Gutter)
5.  Pictures (Roadway pavement condition)
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Location Approximate Quantity
(Square ft) Estimated Cost

K, Canal, & 8th Streets (McNamara Park) 1,415 75,000$               
Seville Way 760 40,000$               
East Donna Drive 840 45,000$               
Q & 4th Streets 2,045 110,000$            
Q & 10 Streets 655 35,000$               
R & 10th Streets 100 5,000$                 
Evelyn & Julie Drive 790 40,000$               
East 22nd St & Cherry Ave 190 10,000$               

Total Estimated Cost: 360,000$            

Location Approximate Quantity
(Linear ft) Estimated Cost

K Street 26 1,500$                 
Q & 10th Streets 157 8,000$                 
R & 10th/11th Streets 81 4,000$                 
Evelyn Court 35 2,000$                 
East 22nd St & Cherry Ave 31 1,500$                 
V & 8th Streets 43 2,000$                 

Total Estimated Cost: 19,000$               

Location Approximate Quantity
(Linear ft) Estimated Cost

Canal Street (Childs to 16th St) 4,900 125,000$            
East El Portal Ave (G St to Joerg) 4,000 120,000$            
West 26th Street (G St to M St) 3,000 75,000$               
Merced Ave (Parsons to Motel Dr) 2,900 85,000$               

Total Estimated Cost: 405,000$            

Roadway Scrub Seal Projects

Sidewalk Remove & Replace Projects

Curb & Gutter Remove & Replace Projects
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.9. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Leah Brown, Water Conservation Specialist, Public Works

SUBJECT: Ordinance Revision:  Water Conservation

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider revising Water Shortage Regulations, Merced Municipal Code Chapter 15.42, into a long-
term Water Conservation Plan.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion introducing Ordinance No. 2479, an Ordinance of the City Council of
the City of Merced, California, Amending Chapter 15.42, “Water Shortage Regulations,” of the
Merced Municipal Code.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Adopt as recommended by staff; or,
2. Modify the action; or,
3. Continue action until a future City Council meeting, specifying date; or
4. Deny the action.

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Article II, Section 200, and Article IV, Section 405 of the Merced
Municipal Code (MMC), and Article XIII of the California State Constitution in accordance with the
MMC, Title 15.  California Water Code Section 10631 allows water suppliers to enact ordinances that
prohibit certain uses of water for water conservation purposes.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As provided for in the 2017-18 Adopted Budget.

DISCUSSION
Per Council direction, staff is presenting a revised water shortage regulations portion of the Water
System Ordinance.  The City Council held a study session to review groundwater and water
conservation on August 21, 2017.  A presentation was made by Hicham ElTal, of the Merced
Irrigation District, and by Leah Brown, Water Conservation Specialist of the City of Merced.  The
history of groundwater in Merced and the condition of our subbasin were reviewed.  According to the
California State Department of Water Resources, we are currently in a critically over-drafted
groundwater basin.  The history of drought and its cyclical nature in California were presented.  The
most recent patterns show drought is occurring more frequently and for longer durations.
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The City has a history of adjusting this portion of the water system ordinance to reflect the current
needs.  In 1993, the Council declared a Water Shortage Emergency and the ordinance for watering
restrictions was created.  In 2014, the ordinance was changed to reflect the need for reducing to just
two days per week of watering in response to the Governor’s emergency drought declaration.  The
City then installed water meters and continued its restrictions.  The drought emergency is now over;
however, the focus on water conservation is incorporating conservation practices into our lifestyle
and making plans for future long-term conservation.

The council discussed the presentation and asked questions for clarification.  They directed staff to
bring back a revised water conservation ordinance with the following directions:

1. Increase the number of irrigation days from two to three days per week.

2. Keep the hours of watering the same, allowing for watering before 9:00 a.m. and after 9:00
p.m.

3. Create a staged approach to conservation, as recommended by the Department of Water
Resources.

4. Administratively clean up language in the ordinance to reflect current practices.

It is staff’s recommendation that Council consider introducing this ordinance to reflect the changes
discussed.  Revisions to the Water System Ordinance, Merced Municipal Code 15.42, will allow for
future long-term conservation, water conservation levels needed in times of drought, emergency, or
in years with more water abundance.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Amended Ordinance, Chapter 15.42 Water Conservation Plan
2.  Current Ordinance, Chapter 15.42 - REDLINED
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.10. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Ken Elwin, PE, Director of Public Works

SUBJECT: Storm National Dislocated Worker Grant Project Agreement with Merced County
Department of Workforce Investment

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider approving an agreement with the Merced County Department of Workforce Investment to
provide temporary workers for weed abatement, creek clean up, debris removal, park clean up, road
repair, and other authorized job activities.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the Storm National Dislocated Worker Grant Project
Agreement with the Merced County Department of Workforce Investment, and authorizing the City
Manager or Assistant City Manager to execute the necessary documents.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff;
2. Approve, subject to modifications conditioned by City Council;
3. Refer to a future meeting for reconsideration of specific items; or
4. Deny.

AUTHORITY
Merced City Charter, Section 200.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
This will help address multiple Council Priorities, including Parks Maintenance and Local
Roads/Sidewalks/Traffic. The program provides temporary workers to assist in activities such as park
clean-ups and road repair.

DISCUSSION
The Merced County Department of Workforce Investment is the administrator of the Storm National
Dislocated Worker Grant (NDWG) Project.  The purpose of this program is to provide temporary
employment for dislocated workers, terminated and laid-off participants, to enhance their
employability. The workers are considered extra-help employees of the Merced County Department
of Workforce Investment and all payroll expenses are paid for by the NDWG program.

The NDWG program provides workers to assist with storm clean-up activities, including weed
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abatement, creek clean up, debris removal, park clean up, road repair, and other activities.  The City
of Merced will provide worksite training and duties at both the City of Merced Public Works
Corporation Yard and the City’s Wastewater Treatment Facility.

The term of the program agreement is from March 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018.  Staff
recommends approving the agreement for temporary workers.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.  Funding for the temporary workers is provided for by the

Merced County Department of Workforce Investment.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Dislocated Worker Agreement
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.11. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Mike Conway, Assistant to the City Manager

SUBJECT: Consider Locating All Wheels/Skate Park in McNamara Community Park

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider locating an All Wheels/Skate Park in McNamara Community Park.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the selection of McNamara Community Park for an All
Wheels/Skate Park.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended by staff (identify specific findings and/or conditions
amended to be addressed in the motion); or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer to staff for reconsideration of specific items (specific items to be addressed in the motion);
or,
5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As it applies to Youth Programs

DISCUSSION
The California Endowment/Building Healthy Communities Merced is requesting permission to
construct an All Wheels/Skate Park in McNamara Community Park. The facility would be used by
skateboarders, skaters, bike riders and others on wheels, as has been successfully done in parks
throughout the state. The location proposed is an underutilized basketball court along Canal Street
near the McNamara Youth Center, not the court near the parking lot on K Street. The Endowment
expects to spend approximately $300,000 on the park, and in exchange the City would maintain it.

The Endowment considered several sites in South Merced for the All Wheels Park, but the
McNamara site had the most favorable criteria. There were two community meetings held and the
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location received favorable support. The Recreation and Parks Commission unanimously voted to
recommend the City Council select the McNamara site for the All Wheels Park during its August 28,
2017 meeting.

Once the park site is selected staff will work with the Endowment to finish design of the park and
construction details. The Endowment plans to solicit comments from youth and park users on design
elements of the park. The Merced Police Department was consulted early in the process and they
expressed a preference for a park that would be at or above ground so that officers would have easy
visibility during patrols.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  All Wheels Park MOU
2.  McNamara Park Concept Plan
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.12. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Mike Conway, Assistant to the City Manager

SUBJECT: Request to Install a Born Learning Trail in Stephen Leonard Park

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider request by United Way of Merced County to install a Born Learning Trail in Stephen
Leonard Park.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the installation of a Born Learning Trail in Stephen Leonard
Park.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended by staff (identify specific findings and/or conditions
amended to be addressed in the motion); or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer to staff for reconsideration of specific items (specific items to be addressed in the motion);
or,
5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As it applies to Youth Programs.

DISCUSSION
The United Way of Merced County has proposed installing a Born Learning Trail in Stephen Leonard
Park. The Trail is 10 interactive signs in English and Spanish that encourage parents and their
children to engage in fun learning activities. The activities are aimed at children ages 0 to 5.

The Born Learning Trail is being described as a pilot project with First 5 of Merced County because if
this is well-received United Way would like to do other projects like it in other parks. Stephen Leonard
Park was selected because it has a number of programs going on geared to 5 and under youngsters.
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There is no cost to the City.

The project was presented to the Recreation and Parks Commission at its August 28, 2017 meeting.
The Commission unanimously recommended the Council support the trails project.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Request Letter from United Way of Merced County
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August 21, 2017 

 

To: Merced City Recreation and Parks Commission 

 

United Way of Merced County (UWMC) would like the Merced City Recreation and Parks 

Commission to consider allowing UWMC to install a Born Learning Trail within the confines of 

Stephen Leonard Park. UWMC intends on receiving a mini-grant from First 5 of Merced County to 

fund this pilot project. We refer to it as a pilot project, as we would like it to serve as an example of 

a wonderful park and walking trails added-value to be had throughout our city and community 

parks should the commission and city council warrant it to be applicable. Below is a brief excerpt 

describing what Born Learning Trails are, in addition to the many benefits it provides to both the 

community and park aesthetics. Lastly, included is also a number of images providing the 

commission with a visual aid as to the process and end result of installing Born Learning Trails.  

 

Born Learning Trail(s) Summary: 

The Trail is a series of 10 interactive signs that offer fun, active learning activities for young 

children and their families. It helps parents, caregivers and communities create quality engagement 

opportunities when out on a stroll or visiting a local playground. The trail features age-appropriate, 

simple-to-construct activities that can be set up outdoors. Ten games on engaging signs that are 

placed along the trail help parents and caregivers create learning opportunities for a young child. 

One of the things that makes Born Learning so unique is the rich, research-based content that is 

consistently delivered across the trail. Its playful design and bold colors visually link the entire 

mobility and cognitively stimulating activities throughout the Born Learning Trail. 

 

Whether it is in a local park, at a childcare center or school, in a library or next to a children’s 

museum, the trail can be a valuable community resource for early learning because it promotes 

learning in a fun and interactive way – important components of early childhood learning. The 

trails help young children boost language, reading, problem solving and critical thinking skills. 

They offer families a place to be active, elevate awareness of early childhood education, and are a 

visible symbol of the community’s commitment to young children. 

 

It is my hope that the commission recognizes the value this type of project can bring to parks and 

neighborhoods. The first five years of a child’s life serve as pivotal years concerning cognitive and 

mobility skills development. Born Learning Trails create the opportunity for children and their 

parents to engage in behavior allowing for growth in these areas, while also encouraging play, 

physical activity, and inherently, a healthier lifestyle. 

 

Should you have any further questions or request that I present on this project, please feel free to 

contact me at 209-383-4242, or email jeremy@unitedwaymerced.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jeremy Martinez 

Chief Executive Officer 

United Way of Merced County 
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Photos of Born Learning Trails (In Process & Complete; inclusive of signs) 
 

1) Signage to encourage interaction with stencils (Will be available in English and Spanish) 
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2) Picture of the process and community involvement 
 

 
 

3) Picture of a completed trail 
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4) Picture(s) of trail activities, stencils, etc. 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item G.1. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

SUBJECT: Presentation on Veterans Street Naming Project

REPORT IN BRIEF
Staff will present an update on the Veterans Street Naming Project and receive direction on
continuing efforts.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item H.1. Meeting Date: 10/2/2017

Report Prepared by: Mike Conway, Assistant to the City Manager

SUBJECT: Request to Name Two Council Members to a Park Facilities Selection Committee

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider naming two City Council members to a Selection Committee for the purpose of considering
a request to name a park bench after Bob McKissick.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion naming two City Council members to a Selection Committee to
consider a request to name a park bench after Bob McKissick.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended by staff (identify specific findings and/or conditions
amended to be addressed in the motion); or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer to staff for reconsideration of specific items (specific items to be addressed in the motion);
or,
5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
N/A

DISCUSSION
There is a request to name a bench along the Black Rascal/ Rahilly Park Bike Path after Bob
McKissck, a longtime Mercedian. The City plans to install benches along the Bike Path and the family
has asked to install a plaque by one bench with his name. Mr. McKissick was active in the
community, coached youth sports and frequently walked the bike path.

The City has an Administrative Policy, A-20: Procedures for Naming City Parks, Recreation Areas,
Facilities and Redevelopment Agency Facilities. The policy requires a Selection Committee to be
formed to review the application with two members of the City Council, along with the Recreation and
Parks Commission. The group will hold a Public Hearing and make a recommendation to the City
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Council regarding the naming of the facility.

The City Council is being asked to name two members to the Selection Committee. The Committee
will meet at the Recreation and Parks Commission meeting Oct. 23 for the Public Hearing.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Copy of Administrative Policy A-20
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