
CITY OF MERCED

Meeting Agenda

City Council Chamber

Merced Civic Center

2nd Floor

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

City Council/Public Finance and Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, Merced Civic 

Center, 678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA 95340
6:00 PMMonday, August 19, 2019

Regular Meeting at 6:00 PM

NOTICE TO PUBLIC

WELCOME TO THE MEETING OF THE MERCED CITY COUNCIL

At least 72 hours prior to each regular City Council meeting, a complete agenda packet is 

available for review on the City’s website at www.cityofmerced.org or at the City Clerk’s Office, 

678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA  95340.  All public records relating to an open session item that 

are distributed to a majority of the Council will be available for public inspection at the City 

Clerk’s Office during regular business hours.

PUBLIC COMMENT: OBTAIN SPEAKER CARD FROM THE CITY CLERK

Members of the audience who wish to address the City Council are requested to complete a 

speaker card available at the podium against the right-hand side of the Council Chamber.  

Please submit the completed card to the City Clerk before the item is called, preferably before 

the meeting begins.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Accommodation for individuals with disabilities may be arranged by contacting the City Clerk at 

(209) 388-8650.  Assisted hearing devices are available for meetings held in the Council 

Chamber.

A.  CALL TO ORDER

A.1.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

A.2.  Invocation - Maggie Fuentes, Chaplain for the Merced Police Department

B.  ROLL CALL
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August 19, 2019City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Meeting Agenda

B.1.  In accordance with Government Code 54952.3, it is hereby announced that the City Council sits 

either simultaneously or serially as the Parking Authority and the Public Financing and Economic 

Development Authority.  City Council members receive a monthly stipend of $20.00 by Charter for 

sitting as the City Council; and the Mayor receives an additional $50.00 each month as a part of the 

adopted budget and Resolution 1975-37.  The members of the Parking Authority and the Public 

Financing and Economic Development Authority receive no compensation.

C.  WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

D.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Members of the public who wish to speak on any matter not listed on the agenda may speak 

during this portion of the meeting and will be allotted 5 minutes.  The Mayor may, at his discretion, 

reduce the time to 3 minutes if there are more than 3 speakers, in order to accommodate as 

many speakers as possible.  State law prohibits the City Council from acting at this meeting on 

any matter raised during the public comment period.  Members of the public who wish to speak 

on a matter that is listed on the agenda will be called upon to speak during discussion of that 

item.

E.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Adoption of the Consent Calendar may be made by one motion of the City Council, provided that 

any Council member, individual, or organization may request removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar for separate consideration.  If a request for removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar has been received, the item will be discussed and voted on separately.

E.1. 19-200 SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall be 

determined to have been read by title and a summary title may be read 

with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and 

Resolutions, pursuant to Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.

E.2. 19-440 SUBJECT: Information Only-Site Plan Review Committee Meeting 

Minutes of June 20, 2019

RECOMMENDATION 

For information only.

E.3. 19-417 SUBJECT: Approval of City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2019
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REPORT IN BRIEF 

Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion approving the 

meeting minutes of July 15, 2019.

E.4. 19-373 SUBJECT: Adoption of  Resolution Approving a Collaboration Between 

the City of Merced, the Fire Fighters Union and the California Fire 

Foundation to Provide Financial Assistance to Victims of Fire and 

Natural Disasters

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers the adoption of a Resolution approving the collaboration 

between the City, the Fire Fighters Union and the California Fire 

Foundation to implement a Supplying Aid to Victims of Emergency (SAVE) 

program thereby enabling firefighters to provide gift cards to residents who 

have lost property and material possessions in an emergency through the 

execution of a Memorandum of Understanding and development of a 

Standard Operating Guideline.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Adopting Resolution 2019-54, a Resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Merced, California, authorizing the Fire Chief to act for the City 

Manager by entering into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

between the California Fire Foundation (CFF), Merced Fire Department, 

and the bargaining unit, the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF 

Local 1479), representing Firefighters within the City of Merced, (City) to 

implement the Supplying Aid to Victims of Emergency (SAVE) within the 

City: and,

B.  Authorizing the Fire Chief to adopt and submit to CFF, the CFF’s 

suggested Standard Operating Guidelines (SOG) for the CFF’s SAVE 

program.

E.5. 19-357 SUBJECT: Award of Bid and Approval of Contract to Provost and 

Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc. for Groundwater Monitoring Well and 

Municipal Well Sampling Services in the Amount of $220,800
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REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers awarding a contract in the amount of $220,800 to Provost and 

Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc. to perform groundwater sampling 

services to support the City’s PCE and MTBE environmental investigations

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion awarding a contract with Provost and 

Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc. for the three year term of July 1, 2019 to 

June 30, 2022, in the amount of $73,600 annually for each of the fiscal 

years FY 2019/20, FY 2020/21, and FY 2021/22 to provide groundwater 

well and municipal well sampling services and authorizing the City 

Manager or the Assistant City Manager to execute the necessary 

documents.

E.6. 19-381 SUBJECT: Approval of Lease Agreement Between the City of Merced 

and YARTS (Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System) for Use 

of the Bus Concourse and Common Areas at the Merced 

Transportation Center (710 W. 16th Street) with Rent Starting at 

$200.00 per Month for a Term of Five Years with Annual Extensions by 

Mutual Agreement of the Parties

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers a lease agreement (5-year Term with annual extensions by 

mutual agreement of the parties) with YARTS for use of the bus concourse 

and common area facilities located at the Merced Transportation Center, 

located at 710 W. 16th Street.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the lease agreement between 

YARTS and the City of Merced and authorizing the City Manager or the 

Assistant City Manager to execute all necessary documents.

E.7. 19-442 SUBJECT: Approval of City-Owned Real Property Use Request #19-12 

by the Greater Merced Chamber of Commerce for the Use of Bob Hart 

Square Park to Host a Vino and Tapas Fundraiser Event, to Include 

the Serving of Alcohol, on Saturday, October 12, 2019, from 1:00 p.m. 

to 9:00 p.m.

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving a request by the Greater Merced Chamber of 

Commerce to allow the use of Bob Hart Square Park for their Vino and 
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Tapas Tasting fundraiser event, to include the serving of alcohol, on 

Saturday, October 12, 2019, from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the exclusive use of Bob Hart 

Square Park on Saturday, October 12, 2019, from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

for the Vino and Tapas Tasting fundraising event (including the service of 

alcohol); subject to the conditions outlined in the administrative report.

E.8. 19-455 SUBJECT: Adoption of Resolution Denying the Appeal of the Planning 

Commission’s Decision to Grant a One-Year Extension to Bright 

Development for Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map #1291 for the 

Subdivision Involving 39.8 Acres Generally Located on the East Side 

of G Street at Merrill Place (Extended) 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Provides Resolution for adoption to deny the appeal filed by BP Investors, 

LLC, Leeco, LLC, Exposition Properties, LLC and Rick Telegan, as 

adjacent landowners of the Planning Commission’s decision to approve a 

one-year extension for Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map (VTSM) #1291 

per City Council direction on June 3, 2019.  

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving Resolution 2019-38, A 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, denying an 

appeal by BP Investors, LLC; Leeco, LLC; and Exposition Properties, 

LLC, concerning the action of the Planning Commission resulting in the 

approval of the extension of Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map #1291 

(Modified) for Bright Development, which extended the expiration date of 

the Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map to January 16, 2020.

E.9. 19-469 SUBJECT: Second Reading and Final Adoption of Ordinance 

Amending Section 20.42 and Various Other Sections of the Merced 

Municipal Code Regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (Zoning 

Ordinance Amendment #19-02)

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Second reading and final adoption of ordinance which would modify the 

City’s zoning regulations regarding accessory dwelling units.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion adopting Ordinance 2502, An Ordinance 
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of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, Amending Sections 

20.42 (“Second Units”) as well as Tables 20.08-1 (“Permitted Land Uses in 

the Residential Zoning Districts”), 20.16-1 (“Permitted Land Uses in the 

Urban Village Zoning Districts”), and 20.38-1 (“Off-Street Parking 

Requirements”); and Sections 20.08.030.F.1 (“Development Standards for 

Residential Zoning Districts, Parking”), 20.20.010.C.3 (“Urban Transition 

Zoning District, Development Standards”); 20.46.010 (“Residential Design 

Standards, Purpose”), and 20.90.020 (“Glossary, Definitions”) of the 

Merced Municipal Code.

F.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

Members of the public who wish to speak on public hearings listed on the agenda will be heard 

when the Public Hearing is opened, except on Public Hearing items previously heard and closed 

to public comment.  After the public has commented, the item is closed to further public comment 

and brought to the Council for discussion and action.  Further comment will not be received 

unless requested by the Council.

F.1. 19-446 SUBJECT: Public Hearing - Adoption of Resolution to Abandon a 

Storm Drainage Easement and Street Light Easement at 1368 Griffin 

Street, Generally Located on the East Side of Griffin Street, 

Approximately 525 Feet North of McSwain Road (Vacation #19-03)

REPORT IN BRIEF 

The City Council will consider the abandonment of an old storm drainage 

easement and street light easement at 1368 Griffin Street.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving Resolution 2019-52, A 

Resolution of the City Council of the  City of Merced, California, ordering 

the vacation of a storm drainage easement and street light easement at 

1368 Griffin Street, generally located on the east side of Griffin Street, 

approximately 525 feet north of McSwain Road (Vacation #19-03)

G.  REPORTS

G.1. 19-476 SUBJECT: Report to the City Council on Economic Opportunity Zones

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Presentation to the City Council on the Opportunity Zone program created 

by the 2017 Federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

RECOMMENDATION 

Information-Only.
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H.  BUSINESS

H.1. 19-430 SUBJECT: Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

REPORT IN BRIEF

Provides members of the City Council to request that an item be placed on 

a future City Council agenda for initial consideration by the City Council.

H.2. 19-429 SUBJECT: City Council Comments

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Provides an opportunity for the Mayor and/or Council Member(s) to make a 

brief announcement on any activity(ies) she/he has attended on behalf of 

the City and to make a brief announcement on future community events 

and/or activities.  The Brown Act does not allow discussion or action by the 

legislative body under this section. 

I.  ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.1. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF
Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall be determined to have been
read by title and a summary title may be read with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and Resolutions, pursuant to
Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.2. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Taylor Hensley, Administrative Assistant I, Planning Division

SUBJECT: Information Only-Site Plan Review Committee Meeting Minutes of June 20, 2019

RECOMMENDATION
For information only.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Minutes
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CITY OF MERCED 
SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTION #440 
 

Seritage Growth Properties 

 Façade/interior remodel of an existing 
building, and constructing two new 
building pads. 

APPLICANT  PROJECT 
   
500 Fifth Ave., Suite 1530  1011 W. Olive Avenue 
ADDRESS  PROJECT SITE 
   
New York, NY 10110  236-220-031 
CITY/STATE/ZIP  APN 
   
(212) 355-7800  Planned Development (P-D) #1 
PHONE  ZONING 

 
In accordance with Chapter 20.68 of the Merced City Zoning Ordinance, the Site Plan 
Review Committee reviewed and approved Site Plan Application #440 on June 20, 2019, 
submitted by Seritage SRC Finance, LLC, property owner, to modify the interior/exterior 
of an existing building, and to construct two new building pads at 1011 W. Olive Avenue 
within Planned Development (P-D) #1, with a General Plan designation of 
Regional/Community Commercial (RC). Said property being more particularly described 
as Parcel A as shown on the Map entitled “Parcel Map for Sears, Roebuck, and Co.,”  
recorded in Book 78, Page 14 of Merced County Records; also known as Assessor’s Parcel 
Number (APN) 236-220-031. 
 
WHEREAS, the proposal is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), and is in accordance with Section 15301 (a) (Exhibit E); and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Merced City Site Plan Review Committee makes the following Findings: 
 

A) The proposal complies with the General Plan designation of 
Regional/Community Commercial (RC) and the Zoning classification of 
Planned Development (P-D) #1. 

B) This Project consist of two phases. The first phase includes remodeling the 
interior and  exterior of an existing building to allow for multiple retail suites at 
1011 W. Olive Avenue. Façade improvements include installing new storefront 
windows, adding new entryways/parapets, and painting the exterior of the 
building. The second phase of this Project involves developing two new building 
pads on the southern portion of the parcel (see Exhibits B, C, and D). 

C) Site Plan modifications include modifying the parking lot, adding pedestrian 
path-of-travels, installing an additional trash enclosure (on the southeast portion 
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of the parcel), and providing a new loading zone (on the northeast portion of the 
parcel). 

D) The applicant will provide landscape plans during the building permit stage (see 
Conditions #10 and #11). 

E) The applicant shall provide short-term bicycle parking spaces for the new 
building pads equivalent to 8% of required parking spaces and long-term bicycle 
parking spaces equivalent to 8% of required parking spaces. In addition, the 
bicycle parking spaces should meet the City’s design standards for bicycle racks, 
including those pertaining to installing covered shelters. Details to be worked 
out with Planning staff during the building permit stage. Bicycle parking spaces 
are not required for the remodeled building, but they are encouraged at the ratio  
and standards described above.  

F) The signage shown on the façade is being provided for conceptual purposes only 
and is not to be considered with this request (Exhibits C and D) and is 
specifically not approved with this request.  A sign program for the entire 
Merced Mall Shopping Center site shall be submitted for Planning Staff 
approval through the Administrative Conditional Use Permit for Signs process.  
However, any new “Shopping Center” signs as defined by the City’s Ordinance 
are subject to the Planning Commission approval as well.  Sign permit 
applications for individual signs will be submitted to the Inspection Services 
Department after the approval of the Sign Program. All signing shall comply 
with the North Merced Sign Ordinance. Building permits shall be obtained prior 
to installing any permanent signing. A Temporary Sign Permit shall be obtained 
prior to installing any temporary signs or banners (see Condition #7).The 
proposed building pads are being reviewed and approved in concept with this 
Site Plan Review Permit. The exterior elevations have yet to be provided. The 
exterior elevations shall be reviewed and approved by the Director of 
Development Services during the building permit stage (Condition #17). 
Significant changes to this site plan may require referral to the Site Plan Review 
Committee, at the discretion of the Director of Development Services.  

G) The proposed new building pads are being reviewed and approved in concept 
with this Site Plan Review Permit, but may also be subject to approval of the 
parties to that certain Declaration of Establishment of Restrictions and 
Covenants Affecting Land recorded October 15, 1968 as Document #18774, as 
amended. The exterior elevations have yet to be provided. The exterior 
elevations shall be reviewed and approved by the Director of Development 
Services during the building permit stage (Condition #17). Significant changes 
to this site plan may require referral to the Site Plan Review Committee, at the 
discretion of the Director of Development Services. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Merced City Site Plan Review 
Committee does approve Site Plan Application #440 subject to the following conditions:  
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1) The site shall be constructed as shown on Exhibit B (site plan), Exhibit C 
(elevations), and Exhibit D (renderings), and as modified by the conditions of 
approval within this resolution. 

2) All conditions contained in Site Plan Review #79-1 – Amended (“Standard 
Conditions for Site Plan Review Application”) shall apply. 

3) All other applicable codes, ordinances, policies, etc., adopted by the City of Merced 
shall apply, including, but not limited to, the California Building code and Fire 
codes. 

4) The developer/applicant shall indemnify, protect, defend (with counsel selected by 
the City), and hold harmless the City, and any agency or instrumentality thereof, 
and any officers, officials, employees, or agents thereof, from any and all claims, 
actions, suits, proceedings, or judgments against the City, or any agency or 
instrumentality thereof, and any officers, officials, employees, or agents thereof to 
attack, set aside, void, or annul, an approval of the City, or any agency or 
instrumentality thereof, advisory agency, appeal board, or legislative body, 
including actions approved by the voters of the City, concerning the project and the 
approvals granted herein.  Furthermore, developer/applicant shall indemnify, 
protect, defend, and hold harmless the City, or any agency or instrumentality 
thereof, against any and all claims, actions, suits, proceedings, or judgments against 
any governmental entity in which developer/applicant’s project is subject to that 
other governmental entity’s approval and a condition of such approval is that the 
City indemnify and defend (with counsel selected by the City) such governmental 
entity.  City shall promptly notify the developer/applicant of any claim, action, or 
proceeding.  City shall further cooperate fully in the defense of the action.  Should 
the City fail to either promptly notify or cooperate fully, the developer/applicant 
shall not thereafter be responsible to indemnify, defend, protect, or hold harmless 
the City, any agency or instrumentality thereof, or any of its officers, officials, 
employees, or agents. 

5) The developer/applicant shall construct and operate the project in strict compliance 
with the approvals granted herein, City standards, laws, and ordinances, and in 
compliance with all State and Federal laws, regulations, and standards.  In the event 
of a conflict between City laws and standards and a State or Federal law, regulation, 
or standard, the stricter or higher standard shall control. 

6) Notwithstanding all other conditions, all construction and improvements shall be in 
strict accordance with Zoning, Building, and all other codes, ordinances, standards, 
and policies of the City of Merced. 

7) The signage as shown on Exhibits C and D is excluded from this site plan review 
application.  The applicants shall submit a sign program for the entire Merced Mall 
Shopping Center site for Planning staff approval through the Administrative 
Conditional Use Permit for Signs process. However, any new “Shopping Center” 
signs as defined by the City’s Ordinance are subject to the Planning Commission 
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approval as well. All signing shall comply with the North Merced Sign 
Ordinance.  Building permits shall be obtained prior to installing any permanent 
signing.  A Temporary Sign Permit shall be obtained prior to installing any 
temporary signs or banners. Temporary freestanding or A-frame signs are not 
allowed. 
. 

8) Exterior color schemes be similar to those submitted by the applicant for site plan 
review (see Exhibits C and D). 

9) Existing parking spaces shall be re-painted with a fresh coat of paint. 
10) The parking lot layout shall comply with all applicable City Standards.  Parking lot 

trees shall be provided at a ratio of one tree for every six parking spaces within this 
site, or as otherwise required by the Director of Development Services. These trees 
shall be installed per the City’s Parking Lot Landscape Standards, shall be a 
minimum of 15-gallons, and be of a type that provides a 30-foot minimum canopy 
at maturity (trees shall be selected from the City’s approved tree list). 

11) Detailed landscape plans shall be submitted for review during the building permit 
stage. Landscape plans shall comply with all relevant landscape standards for 
commercial properties as shown in Merced Municipal Code Chapter 20.36 – 
Landscaping. 

12) The premises shall remain clean and free of debris and graffiti at all times. 
13) As required by Merced Municipal Code Section 17.04.050 and 17.04.060, full 

public improvements shall be installed/repaired if the permit value of the project 
exceeds $100,000.00. Public improvements may include, but not be limited to, 
repairing/replacing the sidewalk, curb, gutter, and street corner ramp(s), so that they 
comply with ADA standards and other relevant City of Merced/State/Federal 
standards and regulations 

14) All plans and supporting documents submitted for building permits shall meet or 
exceed the Building Codes in effect at the time of building permit application 
submittal. Plans shall be drawn by a licensed design professional. The construction 
work shall be performed by an appropriately licensed Contractor (B-Contractor). 

15) The applicant shall provide parking lot lighting throughout the parking lot in a 
manner that satisfies California Building Code requirements and does not spill-over 
onto adjacent parcels.  

16) The trash enclosures shall comply with the requirements of the Public Works 
Department - Refuse Division. 

17) The final site plan and elevations of the proposed new building pads shall be 
reviewed and approved by the Director of Development Services, or, if deemed 
necessary, the Site Plan Review Committee.  These pads may also be subject to the 
approval of the parties to that certain Declaration of Establishment of Restrictions 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.3. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

SUBJECT: Approval of City Council/Public Financing and Economic Development/Parking
Authority Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2019

REPORT IN BRIEF
Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council/Public Financing and Economic Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion
approving the meeting minutes of July 15, 2019.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended; or,
2. Approve, subject to amendments.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Minutes of July 15, 2019

CITY OF MERCED Printed on 8/14/2019Page 1 of 1
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City Council Chamber

Merced Civic Center

2nd Floor

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

CITY OF MERCED

Minutes

City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

6:00 PMMonday, July 15, 2019

A.  CLOSED SESSION ROLL CALL

Mayor Pro Tempore Anthony Martinez, Mayor Mike Murphy, Council Member Kevin 

Blake, and Council Member Matthew  Serratto

Present: 4 - 

Council Member Jill McLeod, Council Member Delray Shelton, and Council Member 

Fernando  Echevarria

Absent: 3 - 

B.  CLOSED SESSION

Mayor MURPHY called the Closed Session to order at 5:33 PM.

Clerk's Note: Council Member MCLEOD arrived at 5:36 PM.

B.1. SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING 

LITIGATION; California Department of Finance v. City of Merced, et 

al.; Sacramento County Superior Court Case No.34-2016-80002485; 

AUTHORITY:  Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)

Clerk's Note: Council adjourned from Closed Session at 5:58 PM.

C.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor MURPHY called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:03 PM.

Clerk's Note: Council Member SHELTON teleconferenced in at 6:03 PM 

from the Murieta Inn, First Floor Sales Office, 7337 Murieta Drive, Rancho 

Murieta, CA 95683.

C.1.  Invocation - Lamar Henderson, All Dads Matter

The invocation was delivered by Lamar HENDERSON from All Dads 

Matter.

C.2.  Pledge Allegiance to the Flag

Council Member MCLEOD led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

D.  ROLL CALL

Page 1CITY OF MERCED Printed on 7/30/2019
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July 15, 2019City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

Mayor Pro Tempore Anthony Martinez, Mayor Mike Murphy, Council Member Kevin 

Blake, Council Member Jill McLeod, Council Member Matthew  Serratto, and 

Council Member Delray Shelton

Present: 6 - 

Council Member Fernando  EchevarriaAbsent: 1 - 

D.1.  In accordance with Government Code 54952.3, it is hereby announced that the City Council sits 

either simultaneously or serially as the Parking Authority and the Public Financing and Economic 

Development Authority.  City Council members receive a monthly stipend of $20.00 by Charter for 

sitting as the City Council; and the Mayor receives an additional $50.00 each month as a part of the 

adopted budget and Resolution 1975-37.  The members of the Parking Authority and the Public 

Financing and Economic Development Authority receive no compensation.

E.  REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION

There was no report. 

F.  WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

G.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Angel BARRAGAN, Merced - announced his run for Merced County 

Supervisor for District two.

H.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Items H.5. Award of Bid and Approval of Contract to LSA Associates, Inc. 

for Environmental Compliance Services for the Proposed Well Site No. 22, 

Project No. 116020, in the Amount of $94,422.02 and H.7. Approval of 

City-Owned Real Property Use Request #19-11 by the Mercy Medical 

Center Merced Foundation to Reserve the Use of Portions of the Merced 

Municipal Airport from Friday, September 27, 2019, at 8:00 a.m. to 

Sunday, September 29, 2019, at 2:00 p.m.; to Host Their Biennial 

Fundraising Gala, to be Scheduled for Saturday, September 28, 2019, 

from 5:30 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.; were pulled for separate consideration. 

Clerk's Note: There was a typo regarding the Resolution in item H.6., it 

was incorrectly indexed, and should read Resolution 2019-42. 

Approval of the Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Serratto, to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Mayor Murphy, Council Member Blake, Council 

Member McLeod, Council Member Serratto, and Council Member Shelton

6 - 

No: 0   

Page 2CITY OF MERCED Printed on 7/30/2019

28



July 15, 2019City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 

H.1. SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall 

be determined to have been read by title and a summary title may be 

read with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and 

Resolutions, pursuant to Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.2. SUBJECT: Information Only - Site Plan Review Committee Minutes 

of June 13, 2019

RECOMMENDATION 

For information only.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.3. SUBJECT: Approval of City Council/Public Financing and 

Economic Development/Parking Authority Meeting Minutes of June 

17, 2019

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion approving the 

meeting minutes of June 17, 2019.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.4. SUBJECT: Approval of Application to the San Joaquin Valley Air 

Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) Agricultural Tractor 

Replacement Incentive Program for the Replacement of One (1) 

Tractor at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) and Accepting 

and Increasing Revenue in the Amount of $155,000 for Future 

Reimbursement from the SJVAPCD Incentive Program, if Approved

Page 3CITY OF MERCED Printed on 7/30/2019
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July 15, 2019City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving an application to the San Joaquin Valley Air 

Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) Agricultural Tractor Replacement 

Program for the replacement of one tractor at the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (WWTP). 

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A  Approving an application to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution 

Control District (SJVAPCD) Agricultural Tractor Replacement Program 

for the replacement of one tractor at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 

(WWTP); and,

B.  Accepting and increasing revenue in the amount of $155,000 in 

Fund 674 - Fleet Replacement for future reimbursement from the 

SJVAPCD Incentive Program if approved; and,

C.  Authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to sign 

the necessary documents and the Finance Officer to make the 

necessary budget adjustments. 

This Consent Item was approved.

H.6. SUBJECT: Approval of Citywide Classification Study and Adoption 

of Resolution to Amend the Classification and Pay Plans by 

Establishing New Job Classifications and Salary Ranges, Amending 

Job Classification Titles and Deleting Job Classifications and 

Amending the Budget Allocation by Adding a Community Liaison 

Position to the Police Department Budget and Deleting a Recreation 

Supervisor Position from the Police Department Budget

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving the Citywide Classification Study and adopting a 

Resolution updating the City’s Classification and Pay Plans and 

Amending the Budget Allocation by Adding a Community Liaison 

Position to the Police Department Budget and Deleting a Recreation 

Supervisor from the Police Department Budget.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion: 

Page 4CITY OF MERCED Printed on 7/30/2019
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July 15, 2019City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

A.  Adopting Resolution 2019-41, a Resolution of the City Council of 

the City of Merced, California, updating the classification plan by 

amending current classification titles, establishing new classification 

titles, and deleting obsolete classification tiles; and,

B.  Approving the addition of a Community Liaison position in the 

General Fund 001 Police Administration; and,

C.  Approving the deletion of a Recreation Supervisor position in the 

General Fund 001 Police Administration.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.8. SUBJECT: Adoption of Resolution Declaring the Intent to Abandon 

a Storm Drainage Easement and Street Light Easement at 1368 

Griffin Street, Generally Located on the East Side of Griffin Street, 

Approximately 525 Feet North of McSwain Road, and Setting a 

Public Hearing for August 19, 2019 (Vacation #19-03)

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers the abandonment of an old storm drainage easement and 

street light easement at 1368 Griffin Street.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion adopting Resolution 2019-39, a 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, 

declaring its intention to vacate a Storm Drainage Easement and Street 

Light Easement at 1368 Griffin Street, generally located on the east 

side of Griffin Street, approximately 525 feet north of McSwain Road 

(Vacation #19-03), and setting the time and place for a public hearing.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.9. SUBJECT: Approval of Second Amendment to the Amended and 

Restated Contract for Water, Sewer, and Other Services Between 

the City of Merced and the Regents of the University of California 

and the First Amendment to the Agreement Affecting Real Property 

and Covenant to Annex and Authorization to Submit an Application 

to the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) to Reflect the 

Revised Boundary Area

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers two amendments to contracts with the University of 

California from 2016 regarding services and annexation to reflect a 
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minor boundary change in the UC Merced Campus site and will also 

consider authorizing City staff to prepare an application to the Merced 

County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) to reflect the 

revised boundary in the previously-approved Out of Boundary Service 

Request.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Approving the Second Amendment to the Amended and Restated 

Contract for Water, Sewer, and Other Services between the City of 

Merced and the Regents of the University of California; and,

B.  Approving the First Amendment to the Agreement Affecting Real 

Property and Covenant to Annex; and,

C.  Authorizing City staff to submit an application to the Merced 

County Local Agency Formation Commission to amend the 

previous Out of Boundary Service Request to reflect the revised 

boundary; and,

D.  Authorizing the Mayor, the City Manager, or the Assistant City 

Manager to execute the final documents.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.10. SUBJECT: Approval of Lease Agreement Between the City of 

Merced and Coralisa Gary, d.b.a. Glamazon, for 490 Square-Feet 

of Tenant Space in the Bell Station (415 W. 18th Street) for a Three 

(3) Year Term and a One Year Option with Rent Starting at $612.50 

Per Month

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers a lease agreement (3-year term with a 1-year option) with 

Coralisa Gary, d.b.a. Glamazon for tenant space in the Bell Station 

located at 415 W. 18th Street.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the lease agreement 

between Coralisa Gary, a sole proprietor, doing business as Glamazon 

and the City of Merced and authorizing the City Manager or the 

Assistant City Manager to execute the necessary documents.
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This Consent Item was approved.

H.11. SUBJECT: Approval of Professional Service Agreement Between 

the City of Merced and Chabin Concepts for On-Call Economic 

Development Services in the Not to Exceed Amount of $50,000.00

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving the terms and scope of services for a 

Professional Services Agreement with Chabin Concepts to provide 

on-call consulting services to the Office of Economic Development.  

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the professional services 

agreement between the City of Merced and Chabin Concepts, Inc. for 

on-call economic development consulting services in the amount not to 

exceed $50,000.00 and authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant 

City Manager to execute all the necessary documents.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.12. SUBJECT: Authorization to Accept and Appropriate a Donation of 

Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) from the Merced 

School Employees Federal Credit Union to be Used to Purchase 

Supplies and Offer Stipends for the Summer at City Hall Program

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers accepting and appropriating a donation of two thousand five 

hundred dollars ($2,500.00) from the Merced School Employees 

Federal Credit Union to offset the costs of the Summer at City Hall 

Program.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Accepting and increasing revenue to account 024-1218-360.02-00 

in the amount of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) for the 

donation from the Merced School Employees Federal Credit Union for 

use in the Summer at City Hall Program; and, 

B.  Appropriating one thousand eight hundred ($1,800) to account 

#024-1218-542.17-00 for students stipends and seven hundred ($700) 
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to account #024-1218-542.29-00 to purchase supplies for the Summer 

at City Hall Program.

This Consent Item was approved.

H.5. SUBJECT: Award of Bid and Approval of Contract to LSA 

Associates, Inc. for Environmental Compliance Services for the 

Proposed Well Site No. 22, Project No. 116020, in the Amount of 

$94,422.02

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers awarding a contract in the amount of $94,422.02 to LSA 

Associates, Inc. to prepare an Environmental Impact Report for the 

proposed municipal Well 22 at 3987 North Hatch Road.

RECOMMENDATION

City Council - Adopt a motion awarding a contract for the proposed 

Well Site No. 22 environmental impact report to LSA Associates, Inc., 

in the amount of $94,422; and, authorizing the City Manager or the 

Assistant City Manager to execute the necessary documents.

Mayor MURPHY pulled this item to ask about the reasoning to move 

forward with the project.

Director of Public Works Ken ELWIN explained that Well 22 will serve as a 

replacement for Well 7A. 

Council and Mr. ELWIN discussed placing Well 22 on hold until the Fall, 

offering information to the public about the Well and annexation, regarding 

any potential impacts to residents.  

Council continued discussion on whether to move forward or put the project 

on hold after the motion was made.

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

McLeod, that this agenda item be approved. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Council Member Blake, Council Member 

McLeod, Council Member Serratto, and Council Member Shelton

5 - 

No: Mayor Murphy1 - 

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 

H.7. SUBJECT: Approval of City-Owned Real Property Use Request 

#19-11 by the Mercy Medical Center Merced Foundation to 
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Reserve the Use of Portions of the Merced Municipal Airport from 

Friday, September 27, 2019, at 8:00 a.m. to Sunday, September 

29, 2019, at 2:00 p.m.; to Host Their Biennial Fundraising Gala, to 

be Scheduled for Saturday, September 28, 2019, from 5:30 p.m. to 

12:00 a.m. 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving a request by the Mercy Medical Center Merced 

Foundation to allow the use of portions of the Merced Municipal Airport 

from Friday, September 27, 2019, at 8:00 a.m. to Sunday, September 

29, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. for the set-up, the event, and the clean-up of the 

Foundation’s biennial fundraising gala, to include the serving of alcohol.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the exclusive use of portions 

of the Merced Municipal Airport from Friday, September 27, 2019, at 

8:00 a.m. to Sunday, September 29, 2019, at 2:00 p.m., as requested 

by the Mercy Medical Center Merced Foundation, for their biennial 

fundraising gala (includes the serving of alcohol); subject to the 

conditions outlined in the administrative report.

Michelle SYMES-THIARA, Merced - requested to pull this item to discuss 

the event.

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Mayor Pro 

Tempore Martinez, that this agenda item be approved. The motion carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Mayor Murphy, Council Member Blake, Council 

Member McLeod, Council Member Serratto, and Council Member Shelton

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 

I.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

I.1. SUBJECT: Approval of Environmental Review #19-17 - Statutory 

Exemption for Feasibility and Planning Studies Pursuant to CEQA 

Guideline Section 15162 and Adoption of Resolution to Approve the 

City of Merced Active Transportation and Safe-Routes-to-School Plan

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving environmental review #19-17 and adopting a 

resolution to approve the Active Transportation and Safe-Routes-to-School 

Plan.
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RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving Environmental Review #19-17 - 

Statutory Exemption for Feasibility and Planning Studies Pursuant to 

CEQA Guideline Section 15162 and adopting Resolution 2019-40, a 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, adopting 

the City of Merced Active Transportation and Safe-Routes-to-School Plan.

 

Principal Planner Michael HREN gave a slide show presentation on the 

Active Transportation (ATP) and Safe-Routes-to-School Plan. He also 

noted a typo regarding the CEQA section number, it should be CEQA 

Section 15262.

Alta Representative Brett HONDORP gave a slide show presentation on 

the Active Transportation and Safe-Routes-to-School Plans.

Mayor MURPHY opened the Public Hearing at 6:53 PM.

Tom HOTHEM, Merced - spoke on his support for this plan. 

Rick WENDLING, Merced - spoke on bike path and sidewalk 

maintenance.

Mayor MURPHY closed the Public Hearing at 6:58 PM.

Council, Mr. HREN, and Mr. HONDORP discussed the route to school on 

Childs Avenue between Parsons Avenue and Coffee Street, crossing 

improvements on Parsons Avenue by Golden Valley High School, how to 

encourage the use of the system, and the feasibility study for a bike path to 

connect Merced to Atwater.

A motion was made by Council Member McLeod, seconded by Council Member 

Blake, that this agenda item be approved. The motion carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Mayor Murphy, Council Member Blake, Council 

Member McLeod, Council Member Serratto, and Council Member Shelton

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 

I.2. SUBJECT: Public Hearing and Consideration of the Adoption of 

Resolution to Authorize the Inclusion in the California Municipal 

Finance Authority Bond Opportunities for Land Development (BOLD) 
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Program; Authorizes the California Municipal Finance Authority to 

Accept Applications from Property Owners, Conduct Proceedings and 

Levy Special Taxes Within the City of Merced Pursuant to the 

Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982, As Amended; and Other 

Related Actions

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Following a Public Hearing, considers the adoption of a Resolution 

allowing properties within the territory of the City of Merced to participate in 

the California Municipal Finance Authority (CMFA) Bond Opportunities for 

Land Development (BOLD) program which provides long-term financing for 

certain development-related fees and infrastructure improvements.

RECOMMENDATION:   

City Council - Adopt a Motion:

A.  Approving Resolution 2019-41, a Resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Merced, authorizing use and inclusion in the California Municipal 

Financing Authorities  Bond Opportunities for Land Development (BOLD) 

Program; Authorizing the California Municipal Finance Authority to accept 

applications from property owners, conduct proceedings and levy special 

taxes within the City of Merced pursuant to the Mello-Roos Community 

Facilities Act of 1982, as amended; and authorizing related actions; and,

B.  Authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to execute 

the necessary documents and take any and all actions necessary to carry 

out the intent of the resolution.

Director of Economic Development Frank QUINTERO gave a brief 

presentation on the Bond Opportunities for Land Development (BOLD) 

Program.

Mayor MURPHY opened and subsequently closed the Public Hearing at 

7:20 PM due to a lack of public comment. 

Mayor Pro Tempore MARTINEZ and Mr. QUINTERO discussed the bond 

process, potential effects of the bond to the services provided, and paying 

the bond back. 

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Serratto, to approve Resolution 2019-41. The motion carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Mayor Murphy, Council Member Blake, Council 

Member McLeod, Council Member Serratto, and Council Member Shelton

6 - 
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No: 0   

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 

J.  REPORTS

J.1. SUBJECT: Adopt a Motion Selecting the North Merced Park Location, 

Amenities and Layout and Authorizing the Submission of a Proposition 

68 Statewide Park Program Grant Round 3 Grant Application for an 

Amount Not to Exceed $8.5 Million Dollars ($8,500,000)

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers granting authority for submittal of a grant application for funding 

of a new park in North Merced and adopting a motion selecting the 

location, amenities, and layout of the park for an amount not to exceed $8.5 

Million ($8,500,000).

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion selecting the North Merced park location, 

amenities and layout and authorizing the Parks and Recreation 

Department to submit the Proposition 68 Statewide Park Program Round 

3 grant application for an amount not to exceed $8.5 million dollars 

($8,500,000). 

Recreation and Parks Supervisor Jennifer ARELLANO gave a slide show 

presentation on Proposition 68 and the selection of a North Merced Park 

location.

Council and Ms. ARELLANO discussed a walking trail at Fahren's Park 

and a park in South Merced. 

Tracy GANNON, Merced - spoke on adding a park in South Merced near 

Mission Avenue and Tyler Road. 

Kelly TURNER, Merced - requested to add upgrades to the McNamara 

park playground equipment as part of the grant application. 

Yamilet VALLADOLID, Merced - spoke on behalf of Golden Valley Heath 

Care Center in support of  the grant application.

Tamara COBB, Merced - spoke on upgrading McNamara park equipment.

Council and Ms. ARELLANO discussed park selection and amenities.
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Clerk's Note: Council Member SHELTON recused himself due to the 

proximity of his residence.

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

McLeod, to direct staff to prepare all three grant applications. The motion carried 

by the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Mayor Murphy, Council Member Blake, Council 

Member McLeod, and Council Member Serratto

5 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 

Recused: Council Member Shelton1 - 

J.2. SUBJECT: Report - Findings and Discussion on Forming a New Sister 

City Relationship

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Updates City Council on current Sister City relationships and steps to form 

a new relationship.

RECOMMENDATION 

Provide staff direction on the next steps for the formation of a new Sister 

City relationship.

Assistant City Clerk John TRESIDDER gave a slide show presentation on 

Sister Cities.

Mayor MURPHY discussed Sister Cities and choosing the City of Chiang 

Rai in Thailand as a Sister City.

Council discussed adding an additional Sister City and a citizen driven 

committee.

Merced Lao Family representative Moua TAO discussed Merced Lao 

Family's support to add a Sister City in Thailand.

A motion was made by Mayor Murphy, seconded by Council Member Blake, to 

direct staff to continue on the path of forming a Sister City in the City of Chiang 

Rai, Thailand. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Mayor Murphy, Council Member Blake, Council 

Member McLeod, Council Member Serratto, and Council Member Shelton

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 
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K.  BUSINESS

K.1.  Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

There were no items added.

K.2.  City Council Comments

Mayor Pro Tempore MARTINEZ reported on attending the Summer at City 

Hall program, the Citizens Advisory Charter Review Committee meeting, 

and the Courthouse Museum exhibit.

Mayor MURPHY spoke on the Summer at City Hall Program.

L.  ADJOURNMENT

Clerk's Note: The Regular Meeting was adjourned at 8:48 PM.

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Serratto, to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Mayor Pro Tempore Martinez, Mayor Murphy, Council Member Blake, Council 

Member McLeod, Council Member Serratto, and Council Member Shelton

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Council Member Echevarria1 - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
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Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.4. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Janet German, Secretary III, Fire Dept.

SUBJECT: Adoption of  Resolution Approving a Collaboration Between the City of Merced, the
Fire Fighters Union and the California Fire Foundation to Provide Financial Assistance to Victims
of Fire and Natural Disasters

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers the adoption of a Resolution approving the collaboration between the City, the Fire
Fighters Union and the California Fire Foundation to implement a Supplying Aid to Victims of
Emergency (SAVE) program thereby enabling firefighters to provide gift cards to residents who have
lost property and material possessions in an emergency through the execution of a Memorandum of
Understanding and development of a Standard Operating Guideline.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion:

A. Adopting Resolution 2019-54, a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Merced, California,
authorizing the Fire Chief to act for the City Manager by entering into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the California Fire Foundation (CFF), Merced Fire Department, and
the bargaining unit, the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF Local 1479), representing
Firefighters within the City of Merced, (City) to implement the Supplying Aid to Victims of Emergency
(SAVE) within the City: and,

B. Authorizing the Fire Chief to adopt and submit to CFF, the CFF’s suggested Standard Operating
Guidelines (SOG) for the CFF’s SAVE program.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended by Staff; or
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended by staff; or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer to Staff for further evaluation.

AUTHORITY
Government Code §40602
MMC Article V, §501

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
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The proposed action is consistent with the city’s operating principle to promote safety, livability, and
community wellness.

DISCUSSION
Background

SAVE is a program funded and sponsored by the CFF, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization providing
emotional and financial assistance to families of fallen firefighters, firefighters, and the communities
that they protect.  Formed in 1987 by California Professional Firefighters, the CFF’s mandate
includes an array of survivor and victim assistance projects and community initiatives.

The MFD has been continuously participating in this program since June, 2014, when MFD’s Acting
Fire Chief, IAFF Local 1479’s President, and the CFF’s Chair, executed the MOU and SOG.

The MFD is formalizing its collaboration with the IAFF Local 1479 and the CFF with a Resolution and
MOU approved by the City’s Attorney’s Office and City Council to allow us to continue to provide
assurance that those impacted by a disaster will receive instant, direct relief before, during and after
their time of need.

Through the SAVE program, Merced’s frontline firefighters will be able to provide a MasterCard gift
card to eligible victims of fire and natural disasters allowing the victims to purchase basic necessities
such as food, clothing or medicine. The amount of the MasterCard gift card and number of cards
issued to the MFD is determined by the CFF and the CFF has determined that 38 MasterCard gift
cards in the amount of $250 will be issued to the MFD for this year.

We, as firefighters can’t restore everything that a victim has lost and we are aware that the first 24
hours of the recovery process are challenging and the gift card will enable our firefighters to provide
instant relief during the victim’s time of need.

To implement the program requires that the:
· Fire Chief enter in a Memorandum of Understanding (See Attachment 1)

· The MOU requires the MFD to adopt Standard Operating Guidelines (SOG) for the SAVE
program administration.  CFF provides a sample SOG for the program (See Attachment 2).
The MFD may adopt CFF’s sample SOG by signing the document and returning it to CFF with
the MOU.  In the alternative, the MFD may adopt a unique SOG, provided it is approved by
CFF. The MFD recommends adopting CFF’s sample SOG.

Selected SAVE Program Information Highlights:
· Based upon statistical analysis of working fires on an ongoing basis, the CFF determines the

number of SAVE gift cards (Currently 38) and amounts (Currently $250/Card) to be issued.
· Fire Chief appoints his two Deputy Chiefs to oversee the SAVE program.

· Distribution of cards to victims will be determined by MFD’s Incident Commanders.

· IAFF Local 1479 will oversee the SAVE program for the firefighters.

· MFD oversees accountability, handling, and distribution of gift cards.
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· MFD oversees education and communication to firefighters on guidelines/protocol of SAVE
program.

· MFD provides post incident reporting to CFF upon usage of gift card.

· MFD/IAFF Local 1479 are required to immediately report misuse not limited to fraud or
inappropriate activation of gift card to CFF.

· MFD and IAFF Local 1479 to promote success of the SAVE program as opportunities arise.

· No financial cost will be borne by the City or IAFF Local 1479 to participate in program.

· Funding for the SAVE gift cards are derived in part by private donations and specialty license
plates available only to firefighters.

· MFD and IAFF Local 1479 must provide 30 days notice to CFF if they no longer desire to
participate in the SAVE program.

· CFF may terminate SAVE program at any time.

· The CFF sample SOG provides that gift cards may be distributed to victims, of:
o Fire; or
o Earthquakes; or
o Flooding; or
o Landslides/Mudslides

· Victims must be residents with a minimum of 25% damage to the property where they reside.

· Only 1 gift card per occupancy, regardless of whether the victim is an individual or a family.

· Gift card shall be provided to the individual residing full-time at the damaged occupancy,
regardless of whether that individual is a renter or a home-owner.

· Gift cards expire three years past the date of the gift card.

· Victims do NOT need to fill out any questionnaire or answer any questions to receive their
$250 gift card

· Ineligible Gift Card Recipients:
o Businesses
o Victims of crisis or emergencies not impacted by damage caused by fire or natural

disaster such as car crashes, evacuees forced to flee due to pending wildfires, or those
victims who do not incur 25% damage to their residential property.

· Gift Cards may be used for:
o Food/Water
o Over the Counter or prescription medication as medically needed
o Gas
o Shelter as provided by a hotel/motel
o Clothing to replace any destroyed articles of clothing
o Basic household necessities

Further details of the program are contained in the MOU / SOG.

Participation in this program will increase the MFD’s ability to care for the wellbeing of the City's
residents. This program provides the MFD with a tool for helping victims of disasters to obtain basic
items such and we are grateful for this opportunity to collaborate with others for the benefit of our
citizens.
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IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
The MOU specifies that the City will not incur any financial cost to participate in the SAVE program.

Minimal staff time will be required to implement and maintain the program.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Resolution
2.  Memorandum of Understanding / Standard Operating Guideline
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.5. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Joseph D. Angulo, Environmental Project Manager, Engineering

SUBJECT: Award of Bid and Approval of Contract to Provost and Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc.
for Groundwater Monitoring Well and Municipal Well Sampling Services in the Amount of $220,800

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers awarding a contract in the amount of $220,800 to Provost and Pritchard Engineering
Group, Inc. to perform groundwater sampling services to support the City’s PCE and MTBE
environmental investigations

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion awarding a contract with Provost and Pritchard Engineering Group,
Inc. for the three year term of July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2022, in the amount of $73,600 annually for
each of the fiscal years FY 2019/20, FY 2020/21, and FY 2021/22 to provide groundwater well and
municipal well sampling services and authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to
execute the necessary documents.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to modifications as conditioned by City Council; or,
3. Refer to staff for reconsideration of specific items; or,
4. Deny.

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200, et seq.

Services with an estimated value greater than $31,000 are made by written contract in accordance
with Merced Municipal Code, Title 3 - Revenue and Finance, Chapter 3.04.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As provided for in the 2019-20 Adopted Budget

DISCUSSION
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board requires the City of Merced (City) to sample
groundwater monitoring wells and test for Tetrachloroethylene (PCE) in specified areas around the
City. In addition, the California Department of Public Health and State Water Resources Control
Board require the City to monitor its drinking water for various contaminants, including the gasoline
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constituent Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE).  Sampling of groundwater monitoring wells and
municipal wells is also conducted to support the City MTBE litigation efforts.

The above sampling requirements necessitate procuring the services of an appropriate
environmental consulting firm with the relevant expertise.  On May 20, 2019, the City issued a
Request-for-Proposals for the well sampling work.

Six firms submitted proposals as of the suspense date.  An evaluation committee was convened
consisting of Public Works and Engineering staff members.  Each member rated the proposals by
granting up to 100 points on criteria including, but not limited to staff qualifications, technical
experience, technical approach and completeness.  Shown below are the proposals’ combined
scores out of a maximum possible of 300 total points:

Provost and Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc., Clovis 282
Lee & Ro, Inc., Walnut Creek 276
Herschy Environmental, Inc., Bass Lake 263
Condor Earth Technologies, Inc., Stockton 256
Cardno Inc., Ventura 250
ATC Group Services, LLC, Modesto 218

The evaluators selected Provost and Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc. as the preferred proposal.
Staff requested that Provost and Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc. provide a scope of work to meet
the City’s groundwater sampling requirements for a three-year period as detailed in the Request-for-
Proposals.  Their fee proposal of $220,800 will be apportioned $73,600 equally for each of fiscal
years FY 2019/20, FY 2020/21, and FY 2021/22.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
The current Fiscal Year 2019/20 budget includes an adequate balance in the Fund 557-Water
System Enterprise Fund, professional services account No. 557-1106-532.17-00, for the first fiscal
year 2019/20. Future appropriations will be incorporated into the annual budget.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Contract
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.6. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Karen Baker, Development Associate, Merced Visitor Services

SUBJECT: Approval of Lease Agreement Between the City of Merced and YARTS (Yosemite Area
Regional Transportation System) for Use of the Bus Concourse and Common Areas at the
Merced Transportation Center (710 W. 16th Street) with Rent Starting at $200.00 per Month for a
Term of Five Years with Annual Extensions by Mutual Agreement of the Parties

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers a lease agreement (5-year Term with annual extensions by mutual agreement of the
parties) with YARTS for use of the bus concourse and common area facilities located at the Merced
Transportation Center, located at 710 W. 16th Street.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the lease agreement between YARTS and the City of
Merced and authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to execute all necessary
documents.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended; or,
2. Approve, subject to modifications as conditioned by Council; or,
3. Deny the request completely; or,
4. Refer back to staff for reconsideration of specific items as requested by Council; or,
5. Continue item to a future Council meeting (date to be specified in City Council motion).

AUTHORITY
Section 200 of the City of Merced Charter.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
City of Merced Adopted Budget Fiscal Year 2019-2020, Section 7 - Merced Visitor Services: Goal -
Position Merced as a tourism destination.

DISCUSSION
Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System (YARTS) provides daily bus service from various
stops in Merced and other communities to the Yosemite Valley.  YARTS has been a lessee of the
Merced Transportation Center since 2000.

Staff has negotiated a Lease Agreement with YARTS for use of the Bus Concourse and Common
th
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Areas at the Transportation Center, 710 W. 16th Street (Attachment 1). The Lease Agreement
includes a five (5)-year term, and may be extended annually by mutual agreement of both parties.
The City rents the concourse to YARTS for $ 200.00 per month.  YARTS will continue to have access
to the common area lobby, bathrooms and other general public facilities.  YARTS will be responsible
for a three percent (3%) pro-rata share for maintenance, garbage and utilities.  Revenues are
deposited into the Facilities Maintenance account 671-1119-352.03-00.

YARTS provides a valuable service to travelers and visitors, and provides exposure for the City of
Merced as a tourism destination.  The use of the concourse is mutually beneficial to the City and
existing transportation service tenants.

Key Lease Terms:  Notable terms of the Lease Agreement include:

Parties: Lessor: City of Merced
Lessee: Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System (YARTS)

Premises: The subject site is a portion of the City-owned Merced Transportation Center, located at
710 W. 16th Street, consisting of use of the concourse area.  Use of the common area
facilities include the lobby area, bathrooms for patrons (See Exhibits A, B & C of
Attachment 1).

Term: Five (5) year lease with annual extension by agreement with both parties.

Tenant
Improvements: No tenant improvement (TI) allowance is included.

Utilities and Maintenance:   YARTS will be responsible for 3 percent (3%) pro-rata
share of maintenance, garbage, and utilities for the

     Merced Transportation Center.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
The rent revenues generated are deposited into the Facilities Maintenance account 671-1119-352.03-
00.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  YARTS Lease Agreement
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.7. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Stephani Davis, Development Services Tech II, Planning Department

SUBJECT: Approval of City-Owned Real Property Use Request #19-12 by the Greater Merced
Chamber of Commerce for the Use of Bob Hart Square Park to Host a Vino and Tapas
Fundraiser Event, to Include the Serving of Alcohol, on Saturday, October 12, 2019, from 1:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers approving a request by the Greater Merced Chamber of Commerce to allow the use of
Bob Hart Square Park for their Vino and Tapas Tasting fundraiser event, to include the serving of
alcohol, on Saturday, October 12, 2019, from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the exclusive use of Bob Hart Square Park on Saturday,
October 12, 2019, from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for the Vino and Tapas Tasting fundraising event
(including the service of alcohol); subject to the conditions outlined in the administrative report.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, with modifications; or,
3. Deny the request completely; or,
4. Refer to staff for reconsideration of specific items as requested by Council; or,
5. Continue to a future City Council meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Merced Municipal Code, Section 9.12.020 - Serving or drinking liquors on street:

“It is unlawful, and a misdemeanor, subject to punishment in accordance with Chapter 1.12 of the
code, for any person to serve, drink, consume, or have in his/her possession an open container
containing any spirituous, vinous, malt, or any other intoxicating liquors in or upon any of the streets,
sidewalks, alley, parks, parking lots, or any public place in the City, unless otherwise permitted by the
Merced Municipal Code or authorized by the city council.”

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Not applicable.

DISCUSSION
Background
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The Greater Merced Chamber of Commerce will be holding a fundraising event, on Saturday,
October 12, 2019, and is requesting the use of Bob Hart Square from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.   The
event is planned to begin at 5:30 p.m. and will end by 7:30 p.m.  The Chamber is expecting between
250 and 300 attendees.

The event will have 7 food booths (tents) and 5 wine booths all within Bob Hart Square.  Attendees
will be able to sample the food and wine at each booth.  All food and wine is included with the price of
admission.  Alcohol will not be sold separately.

Event Details

All alcohol served will be contained within the existing fenced areas of Bob Hart Square,  and all
entrances into and out of the park will be staffed by security guards to ensure that all alcohol
consumption remains contained to the park area (Attachments 1 and 2).  Identification will be
checked for each attendee to ensure appropriate age requirements.

Regarding park access, in order to comply with Fire Code requirements, there will need to be a
minimum 5-foot-wide clear, unobstructed path at each of the entrances to the park area (Condition
#17).

The event site plan indicates that food booths will be located around the perimeter of the park with
the wine booths in between the food booths and in the center of the park.  The main entrance to the
event would be at the registration table located along the diagonal pathway running between the
Rossi Fountain and the clock at W. Main Street.  Because of the Fire Code requirement to have a 5-
foot-wide path at all access points to the park, guests could come and go through any of the three
entrances to the park. However, there will be a security guard at each of the entrances to monitor
access and to ensure alcohol is not carried beyond the event area.

One guard for each 50 persons in attendance and a minimum of 3 security guards (one at each of
the park access areas) will be required (Condition #7).

There will be a total of 7 tents (10’ x 10’) used for the food booths.  Per the Fire Code, the tents shall
be spaced a minimum of 12 feet apart (Condition #16).

The event sponsor will be responsible for refuse and park clean up after the event.  They will work
with the Refuse Department to coordinate having refuse containers delivered for the event.  The
event will need the City’s electrical supply in the park for power for lighting during the event.

Conditions of Approval:

1.  Event Sponsor shall indemnify, protect, defend, (with counsel selected by the City) save and
hold City, its officers, employees, agents, and volunteers harmless from any and all claims or
causes of action for death or injury to persons, or damage to property resulting from intentional or
negligent acts, errors, or omissions of Event Sponsor or Event Sponsor’s officers, employees,
agents, volunteers, and participants during performance of the Event, or from any violation of any
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federal, state, or municipal law or ordinance, to the extent caused, in whole or in part, by the willful
misconduct, negligent acts, or omissions of Event Sponsor or its officers, employees, agents,
volunteers, or participants, or resulting from the negligence of the City, its officers, employees,
agents, and volunteers, except for loss caused solely by the gross negligence of the City.
Acceptance by City of insurance certificates and endorsements required for this Event does not
relieve Event Sponsor from liability under this indemnification and hold harmless clause. This
indemnification and hold harmless clause shall apply to any damages or claims for damages
whether or not such insurance policies shall have been determined to apply.

2.  Prior to engaging in the event, Event Sponsor shall complete and file with the City a special
events, general liability and automobile policy of at least $500,000 combined limit for bodily injury
and property damage which covers the entire event. Said policy shall stipulate that this insurance
will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance will be called on to cover a loss
covered thereunder. Additional insured endorsements evidencing this special events, general
liability and automobile coverage, naming the City and its officers, agents, and employees as
additional insureds, must be submitted to the City prior to the event. This certificate shall provide
that thirty (30) days written notice of cancellation shall be given to the City.

3.  Event staff and attendees shall be encouraged to use the large parking lots along W. 16th

Street between M and K Streets for the evening, in order to avoid adverse impact to businesses
and other downtown patrons.

4.  Event Sponsor shall remove all structures, debris, and any other event-generated items from the
park and surrounding gutters and sidewalks prior to 10:00 p.m. on the night of the event.

5.  Event Sponsor shall comply with all applicable statues, ordinances, rules, regulations, etc.,
including all regulations of the City of Merced Fire Department, including obtaining permit(s) for
any large tents or canopies used for the event.

6.  All provisions of the Fire Code shall apply. This includes, but is not limited to, posting no-
smoking signs in any tented areas as required, no parking within 20 feet of any tent, all
requirements for any cooking in a tent, and including any temporary and portable electrical power
supplies that may be used.

7. Event Sponsor shall provide adequate supervision and security throughout the area to ensure
the safety of the participants and the public, as required by the Merced Police Department. Security
guards shall typically be provided at one officer per 50 attendees. An additional 3 guards shall be
provided for each access point to the park.

8.  Event Sponsor and its caterers, restaurateurs, and vendors shall comply with all
requirements of the Merced County Health Department with regards to the serving of food and
drink.

9.  Event Sponsor shall ensure that any independent vendors and services, such as DJ’s, portable
toilet rental companies, photo booth vendors, bartenders, and caterers, obtain or hold current
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business licenses with the City of Merced.

10.  Event Sponsor shall be responsible for making timely arrangements with the City’s Public
Works staff to turn on and off the electrical power supply in the park before and after the event.

11.  Any temporary modifications of the City’s electrical system in the park shall be approved by
City staff. Only a State-licensed electrician shall be permitted to make any such modifications. All
modifications shall be completely removed and reverted back to the original system after the
event.

12.  The Event Sponsor shall provide access to disabled-accessible restrooms, as required by
the California Building Code.

13.  Alcoholic beverages may be served during this event, subject to the strict rules, regulations,
and restrictions of the California Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC). A temporary one-day event
alcohol license (Type 77 or suitable) shall be obtained by the applicant and a copy provided to
Planning staff prior to the start of the event.

14.  Noise from music or other activities shall be kept to a minimum, so as not to disturb the
nearby residential loft units. Music shall not be played later than 10:00 p.m. at the expiration of
the permit to use the park, or by the termination of the event itself.

15.  Event Sponsor shall be responsible for making arrangements with the City’s Public Works
Refuse Department’s staff to deliver and remove special event curbside refuse containers for use
during the event and for any necessary cleanup afterwards.

16.  The event is approved to use seven 10-foot by 10-foot canopies or unenclosed tents.  Per Fire
Code requirements, the canopies (or tents) shall be spaced a minimum of 12 feet apart.

17.  Per Fire Code requirements, the three access points to Bob Hart Square shall not be blocked.
A minimum 5-foot-wide clear, unobstructed path shall be provided at each access point.  Each
access point shall be provided with a security guard.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is necessary.

A small impact to Public Works’ Facilities staff is expected, such as staff time in arranging for and
turning on electricity in the park to make it available to the event’s power needs, along with a general
park cleanup the day before.

The event organizers will be required to leave the park cleaned of any trash and debris it generates.
Additional refuse containers would be needed for the event.  Delivery of the containers would be
arranged with the Public Works Department.  The event sponsor is required to pay for all refuse
services (Conditions #10 and #15).

There is no expected impact to City Police resources, as the applicants will be providing their own
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security. No other City resource impacts are expected.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Location Map
2.  Event Site Plan
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Disclaimer:  This document was prepared for general
inquiries only.  The City of Merced makes no warranty,
representation, or guarantee regarding the accuracy of this
map.  The City of Merced is not responsible for errors or
omissions that might occur.  Official information regarding
specific parcels should be obtained from official recorded or
adopted City documents.

LOCATION MAP:
City-Owned Real Property Use Permit #18-01

Greater Merced Chamber of Commerce
"Burgers and Brews" fundraising event

Saturday, May 19, 2018 (use time: 3pm-10pm) ²
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.8. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Julie Nelson, Associate Planner, Development Services

SUBJECT: Adoption of Resolution Denying the Appeal of the Planning Commission’s Decision to
Grant a One-Year Extension to Bright Development for Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map #1291
for the Subdivision Involving 39.8 Acres Generally Located on the East Side of G Street at Merrill
Place (Extended)

REPORT IN BRIEF
Provides Resolution for adoption to deny the appeal filed by BP Investors, LLC, Leeco, LLC,
Exposition Properties, LLC and Rick Telegan, as adjacent landowners of the Planning Commission’s
decision to approve a one-year extension for Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map (VTSM) #1291 per
City Council direction on June 3, 2019.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving Resolution 2019-38, A Resolution of the City Council of the
City of Merced, California, denying an appeal by BP Investors, LLC; Leeco, LLC; and Exposition
Properties, LLC, concerning the action of the Planning Commission resulting in the approval of the
extension of Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map #1291 (Modified) for Bright Development, which
extended the expiration date of the Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map to January 16, 2020.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve the resolution; or,
2. Refer back to staff for reconsideration of specific items as requested by Council; or
3. Continue item to a future Council meeting (date and time to be specified in City Council motion.

AUTHORITY
City of Merced Zoning Ordinance Section 20.74 - Appeals addresses the procedure for appealing a
decision made by the Planning Commission.

DISCUSSION
Summary

On June 3, 2019, the City Council held a duly noticed public hearing concerning the appeal of the
Planning Commission’s decision to approve the extension of Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map
(VTSM) #1291 for Bright Development (Attachment 2).  The Planning Commission’s action extended
the map to January 16, 2020.
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At the public hearing, the City Council heard testimony from Rick Telegan, appellant for BP Investors,
LLC; Leeco, LLC; and Exposition Properties, LLC.  Testimony was also provided by Mark
Beisswanger, representative for Bright Development.

After the public hearing, the City Council directed staff to prepare Findings to deny the appeal and
uphold the Planning Commission’s decision.  The attached resolution sets forth those Findings based
on the discussion and direction by the City Council on June 3, 2019, (refer to Exhibit C of the Draft
Resolution at Attachment 4).

On July 26, 2019, Mr. Telegan submitted the letter found at Attachment 3 in opposition of the
extension of the Tentative Map.

This item was originally scheduled to be heard by City Council on August 5, 2019.  However,
representatives from Bright Development were not available to attend the August 5, 2019, meeting
and there were no other speakers in attendance for the Public Hearing.  Therefore, the City Council
continued the matter to August 19, 2019, to allow both parties to be in attendance and provide
comments if they wish to do so and for final adoption of Resolution 2019-38.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Location Map
2.  Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map #1291 - Modified
3.  Opposition Letter from BP Investors
4.  Draft City Council Resolution to Deny Appeal
5.  Presentation
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EXHIBIT A 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
Lot 2 and a portion of Lot 3 as shown on that map entitled “Parcel Map for Benber Property,” 

recorded in Book 97, Page 17 of Merced County Records on September 2, 2004; also known as 

Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 060-030-037 and a portion of 060-030-038. 

 

 

 

133



134



135



136



137



138



139



140



Appeal of the 
Extension of Vesting 
Tentative Subdivision 
Map (VTSM)#1291

City Council 8/19/2019
141



142



143



Past City Council Actions
June 3, 2019
 City Council opened the public hearing and 

heard comments from Rick Telegan and Mark 
Beisswanger, representative for Bright 
Development.

 City Council directed staff to prepare Findings 
for Denial of the Appeal and bring back to the 
Council at a later date.

 City Council closed the public hearing.
August 5, 2019
 Opened the public hearing and continued it to 

August 19, 2019.
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Findings for Denial

 Based on City Council direction, Findings for Denial of 
the Appeal are provided at Exhibit C of the Draft City 
Council Resolution (Attachment 4 of Administrative 
Report).
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City Council Action

Open Public Hearing;
Close Public Hearing;
 Take action to 

approve/disapprove/modify the Draft 
Resolution to Deny the Appeal 
(Attachment 4 of Administrative Report).
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item E.9. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Kim Espinosa, Planning Manager, Development Services Department

SUBJECT: Second Reading and Final Adoption of Ordinance Amending Section 20.42 and
Various Other Sections of the Merced Municipal Code Regarding Accessory Dwelling Units
(Zoning Ordinance Amendment #19-02)

REPORT IN BRIEF
Second reading and final adoption of ordinance which would modify the City’s zoning regulations
regarding accessory dwelling units.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion adopting Ordinance 2502, An Ordinance of the City Council of the
City of Merced, California, Amending Sections 20.42 (“Second Units”) as well as Tables 20.08-1
(“Permitted Land Uses in the Residential Zoning Districts”), 20.16-1 (“Permitted Land Uses in the
Urban Village Zoning Districts”), and 20.38-1 (“Off-Street Parking Requirements”); and Sections
20.08.030.F.1 (“Development Standards for Residential Zoning Districts, Parking”), 20.20.010.C.3
(“Urban Transition Zoning District, Development Standards”); 20.46.010 (“Residential Design
Standards, Purpose”), and 20.90.020 (“Glossary, Definitions”) of the Merced Municipal Code.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Adopt Ordinance 2502; or,
2. Deny; or,
3. Continue to a future City Council meeting (date and time to be specified in motion).

AUTHORITY
Merced Municipal Code Section 20.80, “Zoning Ordinance Amendments,” spells out procedures for
amending the Zoning Ordinance.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Infill Development and Housing are both listed as City Council Priorities for FY 2019/20.

DISCUSSION
On July 1, 2019, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed Ordinance and discussed the
options regarding parking and owner occupancy.  Two members of the public testified and indicated
that they did not favor eliminating the owner occupancy requirement for either the primary or
accessory dwelling unit because of concerns about impacts on neighborhoods.
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After an extensive discussion, the City Council adopted a motion to continue the public hearing to
August 5, 2019, and directed staff to prepare an alternative ordinance which would allow for parking
within the setback areas for accessory dwelling units only and to retain the owner occupancy
requirement only within R-1 zoning districts.

Additional language was added by Council regarding owner occupancy in either unit at the August 5,
2019 meeting and is included in the attachments.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Ordinance (Redlined Version)
2.  Ordinance (Based on City Council direction for additional language given on August 5, 2019)
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.1. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Francisco Mendoza-Gonzalez, Associate Planner, Development Services

SUBJECT: Public Hearing - Adoption of Resolution to Abandon a Storm Drainage Easement and
Street Light Easement at 1368 Griffin Street, Generally Located on the East Side of Griffin Street,
Approximately 525 Feet North of McSwain Road (Vacation #19-03)

REPORT IN BRIEF
The City Council will consider the abandonment of an old storm drainage easement and street light
easement at 1368 Griffin Street.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving Resolution 2019-52, A Resolution of the City Council of the
City of Merced, California, ordering the vacation of a storm drainage easement and street light
easement at 1368 Griffin Street, generally located on the east side of Griffin Street, approximately
525 feet north of McSwain Road (Vacation #19-03)

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended by the Planning Commission and staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to modifications by the City Council; or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer back to staff for reconsideration of specific items (specific items to be addressed in the
motion); or
5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in motion).

AUTHORITY
Part 3, Chapter 3 of the Streets and Highways Code of the State of California authorizes the City
Council to vacate a right-of-way or easement.  The vacation shall be made by adoption of a
resolution setting a public hearing pursuant to Section 8320 of the Streets and Highways Code, and
shall be recorded pursuant to Section 8325.  The City of Merced Administrative Policies and
Procedures No. A-6 provides direction to staff for processing vacation requests, and City Resolution
86-80 establishes a policy concerning costs associated with the vacation.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Not applicable.

DISCUSSION
Request
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The subject site is a vacant 0.31-acre parcel zoned Low Density Residential (R-1-6) principally
reserved for single-family homes (Attachment 1). The applicant is in the process of developing a
home on this parcel. However, the old Street Light Easement and Storm Drain Easement prohibit the
applicant from constructing any structures within 15 feet of the easements. This results in a
significant amount of undevelopable land that makes it difficult for a design professional to design a
conventional and practical floor plan for this site.

The old storm drain easement was originally dedicated to Merced County for storm drain purposes
when this area was located within Merced County jurisdiction. However, this area is now within the
City limits, and the storm drain easement dedication rights have now been transferred to the City. The
City’s Engineering and Public Works Departments have reviewed this application and have
determined that the City does not need the old Storm Drain Easement. The City has installed storm
drain utilities around the subject site, within Griffin Street (west of the subject site) and along the
Merced Irrigation District (MID) Concrete Lined Canal (north of the subject site), therefore no longer
needing the old storm drain easement (see lines drawn at Attachment 4). In addition, MID has
indicated that they do not object to vacating this storm drain easement.

The old Street Light Easement was initially intended to allow for power to be drawn from existing
telephone/power poles along the eastern property line to power a street light at the end of Griffin
Street. However, over the past few decades, several lots in this neighborhood have been improved or
developed. During that time, several street lights have been installed throughout Griffin Street,
including a street light directly across the street from the subject site (Attachment 5). Because there
is already a street light at the end Griffin Street, the City has determined that another street light is
not needed and that the old street light easement should be abandoned.

After contacting all utility companies in the area, it was determined that no utilities were located within
the Storm Drain Easement, and there are no plans to use the easement in the future.  There is a
utility pole within the street light easement, but it can be relocated as it is no longer needed for a
street light. Therefore, these easements are no longer needed and should be abandoned to give the
property owners full use of their property.

History and Past Actions

At the Planning Commission meeting of June 5, 2019, the Planning Commission reviewed the
vacation for consistency with the City’s General Plan and found, by unanimous vote of those present,
that the proposed vacation does not conflict with any General Plan policies, text, or maps, and is,
therefore, consistent with the General Plan.

On July 15, 2019, the City Council adopted a Resolution of Intention (Resolution #2019-39) and set
August 19, 2019, as the date for the public hearing to consider Vacation #19-03 (see Attachments 7
and 8).

Recommendation
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Staff is recommending the adoption of the Resolution at Attachment 7 to vacate the storm drainage
easement and street light easement as described above.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
There would be no impact on City resources with this action.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Location Map
2.  Legal Description
3.  Vacation Map
4.  Nearby Storm Drainage Lines
5.  Nearby Street Light
6.  City Council Resolution to set the Public Hearing for Vacation #19-03
7.  Draft City Council Resolution for Vacation #19-03
8.  Presentation
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Subject Site

Home Depot

Dollar General

Low Density Residential
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Storm Drain Lines
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8/1/2019

1

Abandon Storm Drainage and Street Light Easements

Single‐Family Lot

1368 Griffin Street

City Council Meeting
August 19, 2019
Francisco Mendoza, Associate Planner

City‐Wide Context
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8/1/2019

2

Location Map

Storm Drain 
Easement

Street Light 
Easement

• 0.31‐acre residential lot zoned 
low density residential.

• Easements prohibit 
development within 15 feet of 
easements. 

• Staff reached‐out to all local 
utility companies and the 
City’s Public Works 
Department. Nobody had 
existing utilities or plans/needs 
to use the easements. 

• The property owner would like 
to submit plans to build a 
home. Vacating the easements 
allows the designer to create a 
practical floor plan with more 
developable space. 
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3

Utilities that Replaced 
Easement Reservations

Nearby Storm Drain Lines Nearby Street Light

Action: After the public hearing, City Council 
may approve, deny, or continue Vacation 
#19‐03. 

Questions? Comments? Concerns?
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8/1/2019

4

City Council and Planning Commission 
 On July 15, 2019, the City Council approved a 
resolution to set a public hearing to vacate the 
easement.

 On June 5, 2019, the Planning Commission adopted a 
Finding showing that the proposed Vacation is 
consistent with the General Plan.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item G.1. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

Report Prepared by: Frank Quintero, Director of Economic Development

SUBJECT: Report to the City Council on Economic Opportunity Zones

REPORT IN BRIEF
Presentation to the City Council on the Opportunity Zone program created by the 2017 Federal Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act.

RECOMMENDATION
Information-Only.

DISCUSSION
Opportunity Zones (OZs) are a new investment tool created by the 2017 Federal Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act to stimulate investment and economic development in low-income communities. The program
offers capital gains tax benefits in exchange for making investments in Opportunity Zones that can
spur business and economic growth.

Selecting Qualified Census Tracts

In March 2018, the State of California released its list of Qualified Census Tracts for comment by
local jurisdictions.  In June 2018, the U.S. Treasury Department evaluated and designated over 8,700
low income census tracts in U.S. States and Territories as Opportunity Zones for a 10 year period,
until 2026. Within the State of California, there are 879 such zones.  The Merced City Opportunity
Zone is composed of 7 qualified census tracts totaling 6,680 acres (ATTACHMENT 1).  Portions of
the census tracts are located within Merced County.

To be eligible for nomination, census tracts had to have poverty rates of 20% or higher, or median
family incomes below 80% of statewide or metro area median family incomes. Each State or U.S.
Territory could nominate up to 25% of their eligible census tracts, and up to 5% of those nominated
census tracts could be in areas that were contiguous with low-income community census tracts.

The OZ Benefits

The key benefits of an Opportunity Zone designation are businesses and projects in the zone are
eligible for investments from a new source of funding called Qualified Opportunity Funds, and
investors are eligible for new tax benefits in exchange for investing in such funds.

Investments made by individuals through Qualified Opportunity Funds in designated Opportunity
Zones would be allowed to defer or eliminate Federal taxes on capital gains. Investors can get the
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File #: 19-476 Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

tax benefits, even if they don’t live, work or have a business in an Opportunity Zone. To qualify for tax
deferrals investors must invest the amount of the capital gain to be deferred in Qualified Opportunity
Funds that are required to invest 90% of their funds in Opportunity Zones, and to verify this semi-
annually. The longer the investment term the greater the tax benefit. For example, a 10 year
investment term can eliminate a capital gains tax.

For Locals

This new Opportunity Zone may be of interest to those within the zone interested in soliciting funding
from a new incentivized, targeted source of investors; or those considering investing in new business
ventures, property or new or expanding businesses needing funding support.

Getting OZ Ready

The OZ program is designed to be place-based and responsive to the unique needs and
opportunities of different communities. Qualified Opportunity Funds can invest in a wide variety of
assets, from the stocks of new companies to real estate, infrastructure, affordable housing and more.

Opportunity Zones are not a traditional development incentive, but are designed to influence investor
behavior, rather than that of individual companies. The purpose of the OZs is to draw capital that
would otherwise bypass distressed communities.  Upfront tax-credits and subsidies are not part of
the OZ program, but for the investor, a graduated tax shelter tied to long-term holdings and patient
capital.

The City of Merced values receiving this Opportunity Zone designation and targeted investments that
may provide benefit to the community. Opportunity Zone communities have less of a project-by-
project, transactional role to play here.  Localities remain responsible for education, training, and
workforce development, zoning, and supportive business climate to help the OZ program meet its
potential.

The City’s role is to share information about the Merced City Opportunity Zone and does not have
specific interests at stake or a controlling role. The Opportunity Zone Program is under the umbrella
of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  Investments are not administered or overseen by the City of
Merced.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Merced City Opportunity Zone
2.  Presentation
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Merced
Positioned for Growth 

HOUSING  

Average Price:

 î 3/2 1,600-1,800 sf: $285,000

 î 4/3 2,500  sf: $400-$500,000

Rental Market:

 î 3/2 1,800 sf: $1,400-$1,500

Permits – Single Family Residential 
(more than Stockton & Modesto 
combined):

 î 2018: 667

 î 2019: 253

LABORSHED

Primary Laborshed:

 î 1,174,900

Secondary Laborshed  
(reverse commute shed):

 î 2,637,100

AIRPORT 

Commercial flights via Boutique Air at 
Merced Regional Airport (MCE): 

 î MCE-SMF

 î MCE-LAX

ACE 

Commuter rail service via Altamont 
Corridor Express (ACE):

 î Shared platform with high speed 
rail by 2026-27

 î Merced–Silicon Valley

HIGH SPEED RAIL (HSR)

Downtown station completion:

 î 2026-27

 î Merced–Bakersfield

UC Merced enrollment 
increases by 1,100 to 1,500 
students each year, with plans 
for 25,000 students at full 
build‑out.

k

UC MERCED 

2018-19 Enrollment:

 î 8,544 students

 î 92.2% undergrad, 7.8% grad
2018-19 Undergraduates by School:

 î Engineering: 2,192

 î Natural Sciences: 2,131

 î Soc. Sci, Humanities, Arts: 3,180
2018-19 Ethnic Diversity:

 î 54.7% Hispanic

 î 20% Asian/Pacific Islander

ATTACHMENT 1
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Merced’s Opportunity Zones comprise 
6,680 acres of well served industrial, 
commercial, and residential areas.

Seven 
Opportunity 
Zones in

Merced

CENSUS TRACT 13.01
Downtown, residential, commercial, office, 
government, transportation hub, university

CENSUS TRACT 13.02
Downtown, residential, commercial, office, 
government

CENSUS TRACT 14.01
Residential, office commercial, hospitality

CENSUS TRACT 15.01
Industrial, airport, residential, sports complex, 
government, future, industrial

CENSUS TRACT 16.01
Medical, office, residential, heavy commercial

CENSUS TRACT 16.02
Residential, ag, future industrial

CENSUS TRACT 17.00
Hospitality, mixed use, commercial, office, 
residential, neighbor commercial

Start Investment Here:

CITY OF MERCED

678 W. 18th St.
Merced, CA 95340
209-385-6826
Frank Quintero
quinterof@cityofmerced.org

 î Tax incentives to individual investors who reinvest 
capital gains in new developments or businesses

 î Deferral of existing capital gains tax and stepped 
forgiveness of additional gains at 5, 7 and 10 years, 
through basis increases 

Merced Opportunity Zones
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item H.1. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

SUBJECT: Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

REPORT IN BRIEF
Provides members of the City Council to request that an item be placed on a future City Council
agenda for initial consideration by the City Council.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item H.2. Meeting Date: 8/19/2019

SUBJECT: City Council Comments

REPORT IN BRIEF
Provides an opportunity for the Mayor and/or Council Member(s) to make a brief announcement on
any activity(ies) she/he has attended on behalf of the City and to make a brief announcement on
future community events and/or activities.  The Brown Act does not allow discussion or action by the
legislative body under this section.
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