
CITY OF MERCED

Meeting Agenda

City Council Chamber

Merced Civic Center

2nd Floor

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

City Council/Public Finance and Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Merced Civic 

Center, 678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA  95340
6:00 PMTuesday, February 18, 2020

Closed Session at 5:00 PM / Regular Meeting at 6:00 PM

NOTICE TO PUBLIC

WELCOME TO THE MEETING OF THE MERCED CITY COUNCIL

At least 72 hours prior to each regular City Council meeting, a complete agenda packet is 

available for review on the City’s website at www.cityofmerced.org or at the City Clerk’s Office, 

678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA  95340.  All public records relating to an open session item that 

are distributed to a majority of the Council will be available for public inspection at the City 

Clerk’s Office during regular business hours. Spanish and Hmong translation is available at every 

regular meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT: OBTAIN SPEAKER CARD FROM THE CITY CLERK

Members of the audience who wish to address the City Council are requested to complete a 

speaker card available at the podium against the right-hand side of the Council Chamber.  

Please submit the completed card to the City Clerk before the item is called, preferably before 

the meeting begins.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Accommodation for individuals with disabilities may be arranged by contacting the City Clerk at 

(209) 388-8650.  Assisted hearing devices are available for meetings held in the Council 

Chamber.

A.  CLOSED SESSION ROLL CALL

B.  CLOSED SESSION

The legislative body shall provide the public with an opportunity to address the body on any item 

described in Closed Session [Government Code Section 54954.3(a)].

B.1. 20-101 SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS -- Agency 

Designated Representative: City Manager Steve Carrigan; Employee 

Organization: American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 

Employees (AFSCME) Council 57; Local 2703; International Association 

of Fire Fighters, Local 1479; Merced Association of City Employees 

(MACE). AUTHORITY: Government Code Section 54957.6
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B.2. 20-102 SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS -- Agency 

Designated Representative: City Manager Steve Carrigan; Employee 

Organizations: Merced Police Officers’ Association (MPOA). 

AUTHORITY: Government Code Section 54957.6

B.3. 20-105 SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS -- Agency 

Designated Representative: City Manager Steve Carrigan; Employee 

Organizations: Merced Association of Police Sergeants. AUTHORITY: 

Government Code Section 54957.6

B.4. 20-103 SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING 

LITIGATION; Englert, et. al. v. City of Merced; Case No. 

1:18-CV-01239-LJO-EPG; AUTHORITY:  Government Code Section 

54956.9(d)(1)

B.5. 20-104 SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING 

LITIGATION; McKinnon, et. al. v. City of Merced; Case No. 

1:18-CV-01124-LJO-SAB; AUTHORITY:  Government Code Section 

54956.9(d)(1)

C.  CALL TO ORDER

C.1.  Invocation - Joel Dorman, First Baptist Church

C.2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

D.  ROLL CALL

D.1.  In accordance with Government Code 54952.3, it is hereby announced that the City Council sits 

either simultaneously or serially as the Parking Authority and the Public Financing and Economic 

Development Authority.  City Council members receive a monthly stipend of $20.00 by Charter for 

sitting as the City Council; and the Mayor receives an additional $50.00 each month as a part of the 

adopted budget and Resolution 1975-37.  The members of the Parking Authority and the Public 

Financing and Economic Development Authority receive no compensation.

E.  REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION

F.  SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

F.1. 20-111 SUBJECT: Arts and Culture Advisory Commission Annual Report

REPORT IN BRIEF 

The Annual Report will be given by Colton Dennis, Chair of the Arts and 

Culture Advisory Commission
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RECOMMENDATION 

For Information-Only.

G.  WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

H.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Members of the public who wish to speak on any matter not listed on the agenda may speak 

during this portion of the meeting and will be allotted 5 minutes.  The Mayor may, at his discretion, 

reduce the time to 3 minutes if there are more than 3 speakers, in order to accommodate as 

many speakers as possible.  State law prohibits the City Council from acting at this meeting on 

any matter raised during the public comment period.  Members of the public who wish to speak 

on a matter that is listed on the agenda will be called upon to speak during discussion of that 

item.

I.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Adoption of the Consent Calendar may be made by one motion of the City Council, provided that 

any Council member, individual, or organization may request removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar for separate consideration.  If a request for removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar has been received, the item will be discussed and voted on separately.

I.1. 19-749 SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall be 

determined to have been read by title and a summary title may be read 

with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and 

Resolutions, pursuant to Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.

I.2. 20-062 SUBJECT: Information Only - Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

of January 8, 2020

RECOMMENDATION 

For information only.

I.3. 20-050 SUBJECT: Information Only - Site Plan Approval Committee Meeting 

Minutes of July 18, October 10, October 24, and December 5, 2019

RECOMMENDATION 
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For information only. 

I.4. 20-112 SUBJECT: Approval of City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority Meeting Minutes of January 21, 2020

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion approving the 

meeting minutes of January 21, 2020.

I.5. 20-063 SUBJECT: Approval of Street Closure Request #20-01 by Merced 

LGBTQ Alliance to Host the Annual Merced LGBTQ Alliance Pride 

2020 Event, Located on W. Main Street Between M and K Streets 

(Including Bob Hart Square); and Canal Street Between W. Main 

Street and Arbor Lane, on Saturday, May 2, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:00 p.m.

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving a request by the Merced LGBTQ Alliance for the 

closure and use of City streets and Bob Hart Square on Saturday, May 2, 

2020, for the Annual Merced LGBTQ Alliance Pride 2020 event. The 

request seeks approval to close W. Main Street, between M and K Streets, 

including Bob Hart Square, and Canal Street between W. Main Street and 

Arbor Lane, on Saturday, May 2, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving the street closure of W. Main 

Street between M and K Streets, including the use of Bob Hart Square, 

and Canal Street between W. Main Street and Arbor Lane, on Saturday, 

May 2, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., subject to the details and 

conditions outlined in the administrative staff report.

I.6. 20-065 SUBJECT: Approval of an Increase of $240,000 in Development 

Services Revenue Account 017-0805-310.03-00 License and 

Permits/Construction Permits, Appropriating $220,000 in Development 

Services Expenditure Account 017-0805-512.17-00 Professional 

Services for Fiscal Year 2019-2020, and Appropriating $20,000 in 

Development Services Expenditure Account 017-0805-511.04-01 

Regular Overtime for Fiscal Year 2019-2020
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REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving an increase of $240,000 in Development Services 

Department revenue account 017-0805-310.03-00 License and 

Permits/Construction Permits; approving an appropriation of $220,000 in 

Development Services expenditure account 017-0805-512.17-00 

Professional Services for Fiscal Year 2019-2020; and approving an 

appropriation of $20,000 in Development Services expenditure account 

017-0805-511.04-01 Regular Overtime for Fiscal Year 2019-2020.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving an increase of $240,000 in 

Development Services revenue account number 017-0805-310-00 

(License and Permits/Construction Permits); approving an appropriation of 

$220,000 in Development Services expenditure account number 

017-0805-512.17-00 Professional Services; and approving an 

appropriation of $20,000 in Development Services expenditure account 

017-0805-511.04-01 Regular Overtime for Fiscal Year 2019-2020.

I.7. 20-089 SUBJECT: Acceptance of $40,826.00 in Fiscal Year 2017 State 

Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSGP) Funds, Waiver of the 

Competitive Bidding Requirements to Maintain the Radios and 

Equipment Standards, and Authorization to Purchase the Portable 

Radios and Radio Equipment

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers accepting $40,826.00 in Fiscal Year 2017 SHSGP funds for the 

purchase of Portable Radios and Radio Equipment as revenue, 

appropriating supplemental funds, using pooled cash to cover the 

appropriation until grant funds are reimbursed, and waiving the competitive 

bidding requirements.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Accepting Fiscal Year 2017 SHSGP grant funds in the amount of 

$40,826.00 as revenue in the Intergovernmental - State Governments 

Grants - Other State Grants account 001-0901-324.02-00; and 

B.  Appropriating $40,826.00 to the Machinery/Equipment account 

001-0901-523.43-00 to purchase portable radios and radio equipment; 

and

C.  Waiving the competitive bidding requirements to maintain the radios 
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and equipment standards; and 

D.  Authorizing the use of pooled cash to cover the appropriation until grant 

funds are reimbursed; and

E.  Authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to sign the 

necessary documents.

I.8. 20-079 SUBJECT: Approval of the Updated 2020-21 Regional, State and 

Federal Legislative Platform

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Consider approving the updated 2020-21 Regional, State, and Federal 

Legislative Platform.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion adopting the updated 2020-21 Regional, 

State and Federal Legislative Platform.

I.9. 20-078 SUBJECT: Adoption of Resolution Setting a Public Hearing for March 

16, 2020 to Consider the Work and Expense Report and Any Protest 

or Objections Thereto for the Abatement Work Done for 1716 East 

23rd Street (Abatement of Public Nuisance and Demolition of Building)

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers setting a public hearing to hear the work and expense report for 

the abatement work done for 1716 East 23rd Street.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion adopting Resolution 2020-06, a 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, receiving 

the cost of assessment and report on 1716 (APN 034-063-006) East 23rd 

Street, Merced, California, and setting a public hearing thereon for March 

16, 2020.

J.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

Members of the public who wish to speak on public hearings listed on the agenda will be heard 

when the Public Hearing is opened, except on Public Hearing items previously heard and closed 

to public comment.  After the public has commented, the item is closed to further public comment 

and brought to the Council for discussion and action.  Further comment will not be received 

unless requested by the Council.

J.1. 20-004 SUBJECT: Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to Chapter 2.52, 
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“Bicycle Advisory Commission” of the Merced Municipal Code to 

Expand the Role of the Bicycle Advisory Commission to Include all 

Modes of Active Transportation

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers the expansion of the Merced Bicycle Advisory Commission’s 

scope to include all modes of Active Transportation, in accordance with the 

recommendations made in the City’s adopted Active Transportation and 

Safe-Routes-to-School Plan.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion introducing Ordinance 2513, an 

Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, amending 

Chapter 2.52, “Bicycle Advisory Commission”  of the Merced Municipal 

Code.

K.  REPORTS

K.1. 20-037 SUBJECT: Mid-Year Budget Review for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 

Including Requests for Approval of General Fund Supplemental 

Appropriations and Budget Amendments in Various Funds Totaling 

$214,500

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Presents the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Mid-Year Financial Report and seeks 

approval for General Fund Supplemental Appropriations and Budget 

Amendments in Various Funds totaling $214,500.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Approving a Supplemental Appropriation from the unreserved, 

unencumbered General Fund balance in the amount of $14,500, 

transferring to Fund 024 Parks and Community Services and appropriating 

the same; and,

B.  Approving a Supplemental Appropriation from the unreserved, 

unencumbered General Fund balance in the amount of $200,000, 

transferring to Fund 666 Workers Compensation and appropriating the 

same.

L.  BUSINESS
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L.1. 20-099 SUBJECT: Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

REPORT IN BRIEF

Provides members of the City Council to request that an item be placed on 

a future City Council agenda for initial consideration by the City Council.

L.2. 20-100 SUBJECT: City Council Comments

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Provides an opportunity for the Mayor and/or Council Member(s) to make a 

brief announcement on any activity(ies) she/he has attended on behalf of 

the City and to make a brief announcement on future community events 

and/or activities.  The Brown Act does not allow discussion or action by the 

legislative body under this section. 

M.  ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item B.1. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS -- Agency Designated Representative:
City Manager Steve Carrigan; Employee Organization: American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Council 57; Local 2703; International Association of Fire Fighters,
Local 1479; Merced Association of City Employees (MACE). AUTHORITY: Government Code
Section 54957.6
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item B.2. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS -- Agency Designated Representative:
City Manager Steve Carrigan; Employee Organizations: Merced Police Officers’ Association
(MPOA). AUTHORITY: Government Code Section 54957.6
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item B.3. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS -- Agency Designated Representative:
City Manager Steve Carrigan; Employee Organizations: Merced Association of Police Sergeants.
AUTHORITY: Government Code Section 54957.6
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item B.4. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION; Englert, et. al. v.

City of Merced; Case No. 1:18-CV-01239-LJO-EPG; AUTHORITY:  Government Code Section

54956.9(d)(1)
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item B.5. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION; McKinnon, et. al.

v. City of Merced; Case No. 1:18-CV-01124-LJO-SAB; AUTHORITY:  Government Code Section

54956.9(d)(1)
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item F.1. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: Arts and Culture Advisory Commission Annual Report

REPORT IN BRIEF
The Annual Report will be given by Colton Dennis, Chair of the Arts and Culture Advisory
Commission

RECOMMENDATION
For Information-Only.
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ARTS AND CULTURE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION
City of Merced
February 18, 2020
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OVERVIEW
• Established Mission Statement

• Established Goals & Priorities

• Recommended PG&E Grant allocation to maintenance

• Created City of Merced Arts Inventory

• Recommended Community Calendar to inform residents of local events

• Applied for and received 2020 Levitt AMP Grant - $50,000 concert series
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MISSION STATEMENT
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GOALS & PRIORITIES
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ART MAINTENANCE
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ARTS INVENTORY
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2020 LEVITT AMP GRANT
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.1. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF
Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall be determined to have been
read by title and a summary title may be read with further reading waived.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and Resolutions, pursuant to
Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.2. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Taylor Gates, Administrative Assistant I, Planning Division

SUBJECT: Information Only - Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2020

RECOMMENDATION
For information only.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Minutes
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.3. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Taylor Gates, Administrative Assistant I, Planning Division

SUBJECT: Information Only - Site Plan Approval Committee Meeting Minutes of July 18, October
10, October 24, and December 5, 2019

RECOMMENDATION
For information only.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Minutes of July 18, 2019
2. Minutes of October 10, 2019
3. Minutes of October 24, 2019
4. Minutes of December 5, 2019
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CITY OF MERCED 
SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTION #439 
 

 Shemoil Moradzadeh  

 Request to construct the Campus 
Parkway Plaza consisting of 4 drive-
thru restaurants, 2 dine-in restaurants, a 
gas station, and a hotel with ancillary 
uses/amenities. 

APPLICANT  PROJECT 
   
3070 M St., #8  Southwest Corner of Campus Parkway 

and Coffee Street 
ADDRESS  PROJECT SITE 
   
Merced, CA 95384  061-250-084 
CITY/STATE/ZIP  APN 
   
(209) 383-3370  Planned Development (P-D) #35 
PHONE  ZONING 

 
In accordance with Chapter 20.68 of the Merced City Zoning Ordinance, the Site Plan 
Review Committee reviewed and approved Site Plan Application #439 on July 18, 2019, 
submitted by Shemoil Moradzadeh, property owner. The applicant is requesting approval 
to construct the Campus Parkway Plaza, consisting of 4 drive-thru restaurants (3 building 
pads totaling 9,200 square feet), 2 dine-in restaurants (2 building pads totaling 9,100 square 
feet), a gas station/24-hour food mart (4,000 square feet and separate 12-pump fuel 
canopy), and a 5-story hotel with 134 rooms and conference space (totaling 105,300 square 
feet) on an approximately 7.5-acre lot, generally located  at the southwest corner of Campus 
Parkway and Coffee Street within Planned Development (P-D) #35, with a General Plan 
designation of Thoroughfare Commercial (CT). Said property being described as Parcel 4 
as shown on the map entitled “L.J. Steiner, LLC,” recorded in Volume 99, Page 26 of 
Merced County Records, also known as Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 061-250-084. 
 
WHEREAS, Planning staff has conducted an environmental review of the project in 
accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
and concluded that Environmental Review #19-13 is a second tier environmental 
document, based upon the City's determination that the proposed development remains 
consistent with the current General Plan and provisions of CEQA Guidelines, Section 
15162 [Environmental Review #00-05 (Expanded Initial Study for General Plan 
Amendment #00-01/Zone Change #370)].  A copy of the Section 15162 Findings can be 
found at Exhibit F; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Merced City Site Plan Review Committee makes the following Findings: 
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A) The proposal complies with the General Plan designation Thoroughfare 
Commercial (CT) and the Zoning classification of Planned Development (P-D) 
#35. 

B) The applicant is proposing to construct 4 drive-thru restaurants (with 3 building 
pads totaling 9,200 square feet), 2 dine-in restaurants (2 building pads totaling 
4,800 square feet), a gas station/24-hour food mart (4,000 square feet and 
separate 12-pump fuel canopy), and a 5-story hotel with 134 rooms and 
conference space (totaling 105,300 square feet) on an approximately 7.5-acre 
lot. Vehicle access will be provided from 3 driveways along Coffee Street 
(Exhibit B). 

C) The applicant will provide landscape plans during the building permit stage (see 
Conditions #8 and #19). 

D) All applicable Mitigation Measures contained in the Mitigation Monitoring 
Program previously approved for this site shall apply (see Exhibit E). 

E) The signage shown on the elevations (Exhibit C) is being provided for 
conceptual purposes only and is excluded from this request, and is specifically 
not approved with this request. Any new “Freeway” signs as defined by the 
City’s Ordinance are subject to the Planning Commission approval as well.  Sign 
permit applications for individual signs will be submitted to the Inspection 
Services Department. All signing shall comply with the City’s Sign Ordinance, 
and a Master Sign Program shall be submitted to City staff for approval. 
Building permits shall be obtained prior to installing any permanent signing. A 
Temporary Sign Permit shall be obtained prior to installing any temporary signs 
or banners (see Condition #21). 

F) The proposed building pads are being reviewed and approved in concept with 
this Site Plan Review Permit. Exterior elevations have yet to be submitted for 
the building pads, except for the Hilton Hotel and Chevron gas station/food mart. 
The remaining exterior elevations shall be reviewed and approved by the 
Director of Development Services during the building permit stage (Condition 
#31). Said elevations shall match or compliment the architectural style (in 
design, material, and color) that is being approved for the Hilton Hotel and 
Chevron gas station/food mart.  Significant modifications to this site plan may 
require referral to the Site Plan Review Committee, at the discretion of the 
Director of Development Services. 

G) The parking requirement for hotels is 1 parking space per 1 sleeping unit or suite 
up to 100 units, 1 per each 2 units for each unit thereafter. Hotel conference 
rooms and hotel restaurants are considered ancillary uses which do not require 
additional parking spaces. Therefore, the parking requirement for the hotel is 
117 spaces. The parking requirement for a gas station is 3 spaces plus 1 per 250 
square feet of retail space, thus requiring 19 parking spaces for the proposed 
Chevron/Food Mart. The parking requirements for drive-thru establishments is 
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1 space per 350 square feet of floor area, thus requiring 27 parking spaces for 
the proposed drive-thru restaurants. The parking requirement for full service 
restaurants is 1 parking space per 100 square feet of floor seating area or 1 per 
2.5 seats, whichever is greater, thus requiring 91 parking spaces based on the 
floor areas of the proposed restaurants (information about seating could not be 
provided at this time). As proposed, the entire Campus Parkway Plaza requires 
a minimum of 254 parking spaces. The proposal exceeds those requirements by 
providing a total of 388 parking spaces.  

H) The applicant shall provide short-term bicycle parking spaces for the new 
building pads equivalent to 8% of required parking spaces and long-term bicycle 
parking spaces equivalent to 8% of required parking spaces (minimum of 2 
spaces per building). In addition, the bicycle parking spaces should meet the 
City’s design standards for bicycle racks, including those pertaining to installing 
covered shelters. Details to be worked out with Planning staff during the 
building permit stage. Gas Stations are exempt from providing bicycle parking 
spaces, however, the convenience market is not exempt.  Therefore, bicycle 
parking spaces are required in compliance with Section 20.38.080 (Condition 
#9).   

I) Zoning Ordinance Section 20.44.160 prohibits tobacco sales within 1,000 feet 
of a school site.  Pioneer Elementary School is located at the northwest corner 
of Parsons Avenue and Alfalfa Road, and is within 1,000 feet of the project site 
(Exhibit D). The applicant is considering submitting a minor subdivision 
application so that the gas station is located at least 1,000 feet away from Pioneer 
Elementary School. Once the parcel map is recorded, the parcel for the gas 
station may be outside the 1,000-foot buffer for tobacco sales.  Refer to 
Condition #17 regarding tobacco sales. 

J) Alcohol sales are not proposed with this application.  Alcohol sales for offsite 
consumption require approval of a conditional use permit from the Planning 
Commission (Condition #16). 

K) The City Council recently approved General Plan Amendment #19-01 to 
eliminate the  portion of Mission Avenue, between Coffee Street and Highway 
99, from the City’s General Plan Transportation and Circulation Element (City 
Council Resolution #2019-25).  

L) The City Council recently approved Vacation #18-01 to vacate the portion of 
Mission Avenue, between Coffee Street and Highway 99, and to allow the City 
Manager to execute a quit claim or grant deed to transfer ownership of said land 
to the owner of the subject site, Shemoil Moradzadeh (City of Merced 
Resolution #2019-34). The applicant intends to submit a minor subdivision 
application to ensure that the added land meets the City’s lot size/dimension 
requirements (Condition #32).  
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M) The southernmost 40-foot-wide strip of land is owned by Merced County and 
located within their jurisdiction. The Merced Irrigation District (MID) currently 
has facilities within this area. The applicant is in the process of working with 
Merced County to develop on this strip of land. Approval of this specific site 
plan, does not give the applicant the right to develop on County property 
however. The approval of this permit is to develop on property within the City 
limits only. The applicant must obtain approval from Merced County to develop 
on their land (Condition #11).  

N) The storm drainage basin for this project will be located off-site on Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 061-250-098 (a 13.25-acre parcel). See Condition #26.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Merced City Site Plan Review 
Committee does approve Site Plan Application #439 subject to the following conditions:  
 
1) The site shall be constructed as shown on Exhibit B (site plan), Exhibit C 

(elevations), and as modified by the conditions of approval within this resolution. 
2) All conditions contained in Site Plan Review #79-1 – Amended (“Standard 

Conditions for Site Plan Review Application”) shall apply. 
3) All other applicable codes, ordinances, policies, etc., adopted by the City of Merced 

shall apply, including, but not limited to, the California Building Code and Fire 
Codes. 

4) The developer/applicant shall indemnify, protect, defend (with counsel selected by 
the City), and hold harmless the City, and any agency or instrumentality thereof, 
and any officers, officials, employees, or agents thereof, from any and all claims, 
actions, suits, proceedings, or judgments against the City, or any agency or 
instrumentality thereof, and any officers, officials, employees, or agents thereof to 
attack, set aside, void, or annul, an approval of the City, or any agency or 
instrumentality thereof, advisory agency, appeal board, or legislative body, 
including actions approved by the voters of the City, concerning the project and the 
approvals granted herein.  Furthermore, developer/applicant shall indemnify, 
protect, defend, and hold harmless the City, or any agency or instrumentality 
thereof, against any and all claims, actions, suits, proceedings, or judgments against 
any governmental entity in which developer/applicant’s project is subject to that 
other governmental entity’s approval and a condition of such approval is that the 
City indemnify and defend (with counsel selected by the City) such governmental 
entity.  City shall promptly notify the developer/applicant of any claim, action, or 
proceeding.  City shall further cooperate fully in the defense of the action.  Should 
the City fail to either promptly notify or cooperate fully, the developer/applicant 
shall not thereafter be responsible to indemnify, defend, protect, or hold harmless 
the City, any agency or instrumentality thereof, or any of its officers, officials, 
employees, or agents. 
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5) The developer/applicant shall construct and operate the project in strict compliance 
with the approvals granted herein, City standards, laws, and ordinances, and in 
compliance with all State and Federal laws, regulations, and standards.  In the event 
of a conflict between City laws and standards and a State or Federal law, regulation, 
or standard, the stricter or higher standard shall control. 

6) Notwithstanding all other conditions, all construction and improvements shall be in 
strict accordance with Zoning, Building, and all other codes, ordinances, standards, 
and policies of the City of Merced. 

7) Community Facilities District (CFD) formation is required for the entire Campus 
Parkway Plaza for annual operating costs for police and fire services as well as 
storm drainage, public landscaping, street trees, street lights, parks, and open space. 
CFD procedures shall be initiated before issuance of the first certificate of 
occupancy.  Developer/Owner shall submit a request agreeing to such a procedure, 
waiving right to protest and post deposit as determined by the City Engineer to be 
sufficient to cover procedure costs and maintenance costs expected prior to first 
assessments being received. 

8) The parking lot layout shall comply with all applicable City Standards.  Parking lot 
trees shall be provided at a ratio of one tree for every six parking spaces within this 
site. These trees shall be installed per the City’s Parking Lot Landscape Standards, 
shall be a minimum of 15 gallons, and be of a type that provides a 30-foot minimum 
canopy at maturity (trees shall be selected from the City’s approved tree list). 

9) Bicycle parking shall be provided as required by Zoning Ordinance Section 
20.38.080.  Short-term bicycle parking shall be equivalent to 8% of required 
automobile parking spaces.  Long-term parking spaces are not required for this use.   
All bicycle parking spaces shall meet the City’s design standards for bicycle racks.   

10) The property owner shall contact MID and enter into all necessary agreements for 
all crossings over or under any MID facilities including utilities, bridges, 
driveways, and pipelines and for all work associated with MID facilities and for 
any construction within MID easements.   

11) The property owner shall provide the City proof of approval from Merced County 
to develop the southernmost 40-foot-wide strip of land that belongs to Merced 
County and is located within their jurisdiction prior to issuance of a building permit 
for the hotel.  

12) Appropriate turning radii shall be provided within the parking areas to allow for 
Fire Department and refuse truck access. 

13) All improvements including, but not limited to, sidewalk, curb, gutter, street lights, 
and street trees, shall be installed along the project frontage on Coffee Street and 
Campus Parkway.   
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14) The design of the intersection of Campus Parkway and Coffee Street, including the 
northbound turn lanes and stacking distances, shall be subject to approval of the 
City Engineer.   

15) The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City Engineer that 
sufficient stacking room is provided for the turn lane on Coffee Street.  If sufficient 
stacking room is not provided, an additional turn lane shall be provided.   

16) Alcohol sales are not permitted with this approval.  If alcoholic beverages are to be 
sold for off-site consumption at this location, approval of a conditional use permit 
shall be required.  If the Census Tract for this location is over-concentrated as 
determined by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC), a 
Finding of Public Convenience or Necessity by the City Council shall be required. 

17) Tobacco sales are not permitted with this approval.  However, if in the future, the 
parcel is determined to be more than 1,000 feet from a school, tobacco sales would 
be allowed. 

18) Irrigation for all on-site landscaping shall be provided by a drip system or micro-
spray system in accordance with the State’s Emergency Regulation for Statewide 
Urban Water Conservation or any other state or City mandated water regulations. 

19) The on-site landscape design shall include the use of xeriscape landscaping and 
avoid the use of turf as much as possible.   

20) All landscaping shall be kept healthy and maintained, and any damaged or missing 
landscaping shall be replaced immediately. 

21) The signage shown on the elevations (Exhibit C) is excluded from this request and 
shall be approved through the Master Sign Program process. A conditional use 
permit is required for freeway signs. Building permits shall be obtained prior to 
installing any permanent signing.  A Temporary Sign Permit shall be obtained prior 
to installing any temporary signs or banners.  Temporary freestanding or A-frame 
signs are not allowed.   

22) A grease interceptor or other approved device shall be installed for the convenience 
market  and any other restaurants or other uses that are required by City Standers.  

23) All mechanical equipment shall be screened from public view, including hotel wall-
through air conditioners and roof/ground mounted equipment. 

24) A backflow prevention device shall be provided for all water services (i.e., 
domestic, irrigation, and fire). 

25) The applicant shall work with the City’s Refuse Department to determine the best 
location for the refuse enclosures. Recycling containers would be required.  A 
double trash enclosure may be required. All refuse containers shall be located 
within a refuse enclosure constructed per City Standards.  The enclosures shall be 
designed to be “tamper proof,” with lids or enclosure devices (designed as required 
by the City’s Refuse Department).  
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Exhibits 
A) Location Map 
B) Site Plan 
C) Elevations 
D) Map of 1,000-foot radius from a School 
E) Mitigation Measures and Mitigation Monitoring Program 
F) CEQA Section 15162 Findings 
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CITY OF MERCED 
SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTION #441 
 

James Kinney 
 Add second queueing line and install 

shade canopies for existing car wash. 
APPLICANT  PROJECT 
   
222 E. 5th Street  1800 West Olive Avenue 
ADDRESS  PROJECT SITE 
   
Tucson, AZ 85705  058-220-027 
CITY/STATE/ZIP  APN 
   
(520) 241-3688  Planned Development (P-D) #16 
PHONE  ZONING 

 
In accordance with Chapter 20.68 of the Merced City Zoning Ordinance, the Site Plan 
Review Committee reviewed and approved Site Plan Application #441 on July 18, 2019, 
submitted by James Kinney, on behalf of Nation Retail Properties, LP, property owner.  
The applicant is requesting approval to add a second queueing line and install shade 
canopies with payment islands on an existing car wash located at 1800 West Olive Avenue 
within Planned Development (P-D) #16.  Said property being described as a portion of Lot 
2 as described as shown on the map entitled “Parcel Map for Norm Porges,” filed August 
13, 2001, Volume 88, Page 47 of Merced County Records, also known as Assessor’s Parcel 
Number (APN) 058-220-027. 
 
WHEREAS, the proposal is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), and is in accordance with Section 15301 (Exhibit D); and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Merced City Site Plan Review Committee makes the following Findings: 
 

A) The proposal complies with the City of Merced Zoning designation of Planned 
Development (P-D) #16 and the General Plan designation of Regional/ 
Community Commercial (RC). 

B) The Site Plan Review Committee recognizes the proposed design is an effort to 
alleviate the stacking that occurs on Loughborough Drive due to queueing for 
the car wash.   

C) The proposed site plan modifications include removing 6 vacuum stalls on the 
eastern portion of the parcel to create space for a second queuing line. In 
addition, a 100-square-foot metal canopy with a payment equipment island 
would be installed for each queuing line.  

D) The applicant is not proposing to make any modifications to the interior or 
exterior of the existing building.  
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E) The Zoning Ordinance does not provide parking requirements for a car wash. 
However, because this is not a self-serve car wash and there would be employees 
at the site, parking spaces are needed for the employees. Staff has traditionally 
required one parking space for every employee working during the largest shift. 
Based on the four employees working during the largest shift, Prime Shine Car 
Wash is required to have a minimum of four parking spaces. Prime Shine Car 
Wash exceeds this requirement by providing 9 parking spaces. The vacuum 
parking stalls are not required parking, but they may be converted into employee 
parking stalls in the future to comply with parking requirements if necessary.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Merced City Site Plan Review 
Committee does approve Site Plan Application #441 subject to the following conditions:  
 
1) The site shall be constructed as shown on Exhibit B (site plan), and Exhibit C 

(elevations) except as modified by the conditions of approval within this resolution. 
2) All conditions contained in Site Plan Review #79-1 – Amended (“Standard 

Conditions for Site Plan Review Application”) shall apply. 
3) All other applicable codes, ordinances, policies, etc., adopted by the City of Merced 

shall apply, including, but not limited to, the California Building Code and Fire 
Codes. 

4) The developer/applicant shall indemnify, protect, defend (with counsel selected by 
the City), and hold harmless the City, and any agency or instrumentality thereof, 
and any officers, officials, employees, or agents thereof, from any and all claims, 
actions, suits, proceedings, or judgments against the City, or any agency or 
instrumentality thereof, and any officers, officials, employees, or agents thereof to 
attack, set aside, void, or annul, an approval of the City, or any agency or 
instrumentality thereof, advisory agency, appeal board, or legislative body, 
including actions approved by the voters of the City, concerning the project and the 
approvals granted herein.  Furthermore, developer/applicant shall indemnify, 
protect, defend, and hold harmless the City, or any agency or instrumentality 
thereof, against any and all claims, actions, suits, proceedings, or judgments against 
any governmental entity in which developer/applicant’s project is subject to that 
other governmental entity’s approval and a condition of such approval is that the 
City indemnify and defend (with counsel selected by the City) such governmental 
entity.  City shall promptly notify the developer/applicant of any claim, action, or 
proceeding.  City shall further cooperate fully in the defense of the action.  Should 
the City fail to either promptly notify or cooperate fully, the developer/applicant 
shall not thereafter be responsible to indemnify, defend, protect, or hold harmless 
the City, any agency or instrumentality thereof, or any of its officers, officials, 
employees, or agents. 

5) The developer/applicant shall construct and operate the project in strict compliance 
with the approvals granted herein, City standards, laws, and ordinances, and in 
compliance with all State and Federal laws, regulations, and standards.  In the event 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.4. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: Approval of City Council/Public Financing and Economic Development/Parking
Authority Meeting Minutes of January 21, 2020

REPORT IN BRIEF
Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council/Public Financing and Economic Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion
approving the meeting minutes of January 21, 2020.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended; or,
2. Approve, subject to amendments.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Minutes of January 21, 2020

CITY OF MERCED Printed on 2/12/2020Page 1 of 1
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City Council Chamber

Merced Civic Center

2nd Floor

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

CITY OF MERCED

Minutes

City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

6:00 PMTuesday, January 21, 2020

A.  CLOSED SESSION ROLL CALL

Clerk's Note: Mayor MURPHY attended Closed Session via 

teleconference from the Benjamin Franklin Room at the St. Regis Hotel 

located at 923 16th and K Streets, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia. 

Clerk's Note: Council Member MARTINEZ arrived to Closed Session at 

5:22 PM.

Council Member Anthony Martinez, Mayor Mike Murphy, Council Member Kevin 

Blake, Mayor Pro Tempore Matthew  Serratto, Council Member Delray Shelton, and 

Council Member Fernando  Echevarria

Present: 6 - 

Council Member Jill McLeodAbsent: 1 - 

B.  CLOSED SESSION

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO called the Closed Session to order at 

5:03 PM.

B.1. SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS -- Agency 

Designated Representative: City Manager Steve Carrigan; Employee 

Organization: American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 

Employees (AFSCME) Council 57; Local 2703; International Association 

of Fire Fighters, Local 1479; Merced Association of City Employees 

(MACE). AUTHORITY: Government Code Section 54957.6

B.2. SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING 

LITIGATION; Englert, et. al. v. City of Merced; Case No. 

1:18-CV-01239-LJO-EPG; AUTHORITY:  Government Code Section 

54956.9(d)(1)

B.3. SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING 

LITIGATION; McKinnon, et. al. v. City of Merced; Case No. 

1:18-CV-01124-LJO-SAB; AUTHORITY:  Government Code Section 

54956.9(d)(1)

B.4. SUBJECT: CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS - 
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January 21, 2020City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

Property: 3033 G Street, Merced, CA APN 007-350-009; Agency 

Negotiator: Frank Quintero, Director, Economic Development; 

Negotiating Parties: Doug Collins Representing Merced City School 

Districts and City of Merced and; Under Negotiation: Price and Terms 

of Payment

Clerk's Note: Council adjourned from Closed Session at 5:52 PM.

C.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO called the Regular Meeting to order at 

6:01 PM.

C.1.  Invocation - Monika Grasley, Lifeline Community Development Corp.

The invocation was delivered by Monika GRASLEY from Lifeline 

Community Development Corp.

C.2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

City Attorney Phaedra NORTON led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

D.  ROLL CALL

Council Member Anthony Martinez, Council Member Kevin Blake, Mayor Pro 

Tempore Matthew  Serratto, Council Member Delray Shelton, and Council Member 

Fernando  Echevarria

Present: 5 - 

Mayor Mike Murphy, and Council Member Jill McLeodAbsent: 2 - 

D.1.  In accordance with Government Code 54952.3, it is hereby announced that the City Council sits 

either simultaneously or serially as the Parking Authority and the Public Financing and Economic 

Development Authority.  City Council members receive a monthly stipend of $20.00 by Charter for 

sitting as the City Council; and the Mayor receives an additional $50.00 each month as a part of the 

adopted budget and Resolution 1975-37.  The members of the Parking Authority and the Public 

Financing and Economic Development Authority receive no compensation.

E.  REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION

There was no report .

F.  CEREMONIAL MATTERS

F.1.  Recognition of Community Donations to O'Keeffe's/Safti First

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO presented a Certificate of Recognition to 

O'Keeffe's/Safti First for their investment in the city and contributions to the 

community.

G.  SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
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January 21, 2020City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

G.1.  Regional Homeless Plan Update - John Ceccoli, Merced County Management Analyst

Merced County Management Analyst John CECCOLI gave a slide show 

presentation updating Council on the Regional Homeless Plan.

Council and Mr. CECCOLI discussed prioritizing Merced homeless 

citizens, law enforcement role regarding the navigation center, 

de-escalation techniques, and affordable housing. They also discussed the 

number of homeless youth.

H.  WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

I.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Jill CUNNINGHAM, Friends of Merced College, Merced - spoke on an 

upcoming campaign kick-off in support of Measure J for Merced College.

Monica VILLA, Merced - spoke on the homeless count and on-going 

issues with a resident at Stephen Leonard Park.

J.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Clerk's Note: No items were pulled from the Consent Calendar.

Approval of the Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Martinez, to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Council Member Martinez, Council Member Blake, Mayor Pro Tempore 

Serratto, Council Member Shelton, and Council Member Echevarria

5 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Mayor Murphy, and Council Member McLeod2 - 

J.1. SUBJECT: Reading by Title of All Ordinances and Resolutions

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Ordinances and Resolutions which appear on the public agenda shall 

be determined to have been read by title and a summary title may be 

read with further reading waived.

Page 3CITY OF MERCED Printed on 2/12/2020

176



January 21, 2020City Council/Public Finance and 

Economic Development 

Authority/Parking Authority

Minutes

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the reading of Ordinances and 

Resolutions, pursuant to Section 412 of the Merced City Charter.

This Consent Item was approved.

J.2. SUBJECT: Approval of City Council/Public Financing and 

Economic Development/Parking Authority Meeting Minutes of 

December 16, 2019

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Official adoption of previously held meeting minutes.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council/Public Financing and Economic 

Development/Parking Authority - Adopt a motion approving the 

meeting minutes of December 16, 2019.

This Consent Item was approved.

J.3. SUBJECT: Authorization to Waive the Competitive Bidding Process 

and Approval of Professional Services Agreement with SCI 

Consulting to Assist with the Inspection of Permitted Commercial 

Cannabis Businesses in a not-to-Exceed Amount of $150,000

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers waiving the competitive bidding process and approving a 

professional services agreement with SCI Consulting to assist with the 

inspection of permitted Commercial Cannabis Businesses in a 

not-to-exceed amount of $150,000.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion waiving the competitive bidding 

process and approving the Professional Services Agreement with SCI 

Consulting in the amount of $150,000 for assistance in inspection of 

permitted Commercial Cannabis Businesses and authorizing the City 

Manager or the Assistant City Manager to execute the documents.

This Consent Item was approved.

J.4. SUBJECT: Approval of a Temporary Encroachment Permit #19-01 

to Permit Merced College to Install Merced College Banners on 

Various Light Poles Within the City for Three (3) Years with 

Authorization to Extend for an Additional Two (2) Years Upon 
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Economic Development 
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Written Request by the Applicant and Approval of the City Manager

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving a temporary encroachment permit to allow 

Merced College to install banners on various light poles within the City.  

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving a temporary encroachment 

permit with Creative Products Unlimited, dba:  Sign Guys, on behalf of 

Merced College, to allow the placement of banners on City light poles in 

various locations and authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City 

Manager to execute the necessary documents.

This Consent Item was approved.

J.5. SUBJECT: Approval of Allocation of an Additional Portion of the 

2019/20 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program to 

Fund a Sub-Recipient Agreement with Merced Gateway Investors 

II, LP ($250,000) for the Primary Purpose of Assisting with the 

Cost of Necessary On- and Off-Site City Water and Sewer Main 

Repairs and ADA Sidewalk Improvements Related to the Gateway 

Terrace II Apartments, Approval of the Deed Restriction Covenant 

and Grant Agreement, and Cooperative Agreement

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers approving a sub-grantee agreement with the Developer for 

the use of CDBG funds and an amended and restated 

interdepartmental cooperative agreement that authorizes the City’s 

Engineering Department to administer same funds and oversee the 

design and construction of the project.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Approving agreements for the project identified as “Gateway 

Terrace II Apartments - Change Order” (“Project”) in the 2019 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Annual Plan 

with Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for the 

2019/20 Fiscal Year (Account 018-1301-552-29.00-Proj 117050), per 

previous City Council recommendation, for:

1.  An agreement with Merced Gateway Investors II, LP, for use 

of CDBG funds towards Project in the amount of $250,000; 
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and,

2.  Amended and restated interdepartmental cooperative 

agreement with the Engineering Department for project in the 

amount of $250,000 towards overseeing the design and 

construction of the project; and,

B.  Authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to 

execute, and if necessary, make minor modifications to the agreements 

described above and attached to this report, and all associated 

documents; and,

C.  Authorizing the Finance Officer to make any necessary budget 

adjustments.

This Consent Item was approved.

J.6. SUBJECT: Authorization to Apply for and Receive Grant Funding 

Through the California State Department of Housing and 

Community Development’s (HCD) CalHome Program and 

Authorization for the City Manager or Assistant City Manager to 

Execute Any and All Necessary Documents to Participate in the 

Program

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Authorizes Housing Division Staff to apply for grant funding in 

association with a CalHome Program Notice of Funding Availability 

issued by the California State Department of Housing and Community 

Development, and authorizes the receipt of grant funds.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Adopting Resolution 2020-02, a Resolution of the City Council of 

the City of Merced, California, hereby authorizes the submittal of an 

application to the California State Department of Housing and 

Community Development for funding under the CalHome Program; the 

execution of a standard agreement if selected for such funding and any 

amendments thereto; and any related documents necessary to 

participate in the Program; and,

B.  Authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to 

execute the standard agreement and other necessary documents 

associated with the grant application and award process.
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This Consent Item was approved.

J.7. SUBJECT: Consideration of a Ground Lease Between the City of 

Merced and Vegetable Flight Resources, LLC for Development of a 

Private Hangar on Approximately 10,000 Square Feet of Land on 

the Merced Regional Airport with Rent Starting at $3,100.00 per 

Year for a Term of Thirty (30) Years, with an Option Term of 

Fifteen (15) Years

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers a lease agreement (30-year term with 15-year option) with 

Vegetable Flight Resources, LLC for use of approximately 10,000 

square feet located on the Merced Regional Airport for development of 

a private aircraft hangar.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion approving a lease agreement between 

Vegetable Flight Resources, LLC and the City of Merced and 

authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to execute 

all necessary documents.

This Consent Item was approved.

K.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

K.1. SUBJECT: Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of a Mitigated 

Negative Declaration  for General Plan Amendment #19-03, Site 

Utilization Plan Revision #3 to Planned Development #72, Changing the 

Land Use Designation from Commercial Office (CO) and High to 

Medium Density Residential (HMD) to Neighborhood Commercial (CN) 

for Approximately 21.5 Acres Located at the Northeast Corner of 

Yosemite Avenue and G Street; Introduction of an Ordinance Approving 

Site Utilization Plan Revision #3 to Planned Development #72, Including a 

Hotel, Medical Office Buildings, Multi-Family Residential Housing, Fast 

Food Uses, and a Mixed-use Development; and Approval of a Legislative 

Action Agreement for the Project

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Request for City Council approval to change the General Plan and Site 

Utilization Plan designations for two parcels of approximately 21.5 acres 

located at the northeast corner of Yosemite Avenue and G Street to allow a 

mixed-use development, including the adoption of a Mitigated Negative 

Declaration.
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RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Approving Resolution 2020-03, A Resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Merced, California, approving a Mitigated Negative Declaration for 

General Plan Amendment #19-03 and Site Utilization Plan Revision #3 to 

Planned Development  #72 for two parcels containing approximately 21.5 

acres located at the northeast corner of Yosemite Avenue and G Street; 

and approving General Plan Amendment #19-03 for the same two parcels 

changing the General Plan Designation from Commercial Office (CO) and 

High to Medium Density Residential (HMD) to Neighborhood Commercial 

(CN); and,

B.  Introducing Ordinance 2512, an Ordinance of the City Council of the 

City of Merced, California, approving Site Utilization Plan Revision #3 to 

Planned Development #72 changing the land use designation from 

“Commercial Office” (CO) and “High-Medium Residential” (HMD) to 

“Neighborhood Commercial” (CN) for 2 parcels of approximately 21.5 

acres of land generally located on the northeast corner of Yosemite Avenue 

and G Street; and,

C.  Approving the Legislative Action Agreement and Authorizing the City 

Manager or the Assistant City Manager to execute the necessary 

documents.

Principal Planner Michael HREN gave a slide show presentation on the 

Yosemite Crossing Mixed Use Center.

Council Member MARTINEZ and Mr. HREN discussed the multi-family 

development, development phasing, and the traffic plan.

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO opened the Public Hearing at 7:26 PM. 

Land Development Services Representative Dirk POESCHEL spoke on 

the proposed project.

Council Member SHELTON and Mr. POESCHEL discussed the project 

timeline.

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO closed the Public Hearing at 7:30 PM.

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Shelton, to approve option 2 of Resolution 2020-03 and introducing Ordinance 

2512. The motion carried by the following vote:
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Aye: Council Member Martinez, Council Member Blake, Mayor Pro Tempore Serratto, 

Council Member Shelton, and Council Member Echevarria

5 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Mayor Murphy, and Council Member McLeod2 - 

K.2. SUBJECT: Public Hearing for the Potential Introduction of Ordinance 

Adding the “Tax Transparency Commission” to the Merced Municipal 

Code to Consolidate all Current and Future Tax Oversight Committees 

Into One Oversight Commission and Discussion and Direction on a 

Transition Plan for the Existing Oversight Committees

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers adoption of an ordinance to consolidate all current and future tax 

measure oversight commissions into a single commission.

RECOMMENDATION 

City Council - Adopt a motion introducing Ordinance 2510, an ordinance 

of the City Council of the City of Merced, California, adding chapter 2.56, 

“Tax Transparency Commission,” to the Merced Municipal Code.

Assistant City Clerk John TRESSIDER gave a brief presentation on the 

proposed Tax Transparency Commission and transitioning the Citizens' 

Oversight Committee - Measure C to the Tax Transparency Commission.

Council, Mr. TRESSIDER, and Assistant City Manager Stephanie DIETZ 

discussed transitioning the Measure C members to the Tax Transparency 

Commission and the Charter Review Committee's recommendation. 

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO opened the Public Hearing at 7:42 PM.

Glen DAVIS, Measure C Committee Member, Merced - spoke in support 

of the transition.

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO closed the Public Hearing at 7:47 PM.

Council discussed transitioning Measure C Committee Members to the 

proposed Tax Transparency Commission and selecting liaisons to 

districts.

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Echevarria, to introduce Ordinance 2510. The motion carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Council Member Martinez, Council Member Blake, Mayor Pro Tempore Serratto, 

Council Member Shelton, and Council Member Echevarria

5 - 
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No: 0   

Absent: Mayor Murphy, and Council Member McLeod2 - 

L.  BUSINESS

L.1. SUBJECT: Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

REPORT IN BRIEF

Provides members of the City Council to request that an item be placed on 

a future City Council agenda for initial consideration by the City Council.

No items were added.

L.2. SUBJECT: City Council Comments

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Provides an opportunity for the Mayor and/or Council Member(s) to make a 

brief announcement on any activity(ies) she/he has attended on behalf of 

the City and to make a brief announcement on future community events 

and/or activities.  The Brown Act does not allow discussion or action by the 

legislative body under this section. 

Council Member MARTINEZ reported on attending the CP-42 Community 

meeting, the Golden Valley Health Center Grand Opening, the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Celebration event, and meeting with the owner of Bitwise. 

Council Member ECHEVARRIA spoke on an upcoming event. He also 

reported on attending the CP-42 Community meeting.

Council Member BLAKE reported on attending the Laura Fountain 

Community meeting. 

Council Member SHELTON reported on attending the Martin Luther King 

Jr. Celebration event.

Mayor Pro Tempore SERRATTO reported on attending the CP-42 

Community meeting, the Laura Fountain Community meeting, the Golden 

Valley Health Center grand opening, meeting with members from the 

Public Health Department regarding vaping, the Fire Dapartment 

Promotion ceremony, meeting with the owner of Bitwise, and the Martin 

Luther King Jr. celebration.

M.  ADJOURNMENT
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Clerk's Note: The Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

A motion was made by Council Member Blake, seconded by Council Member 

Martinez, to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Council Member Martinez, Council Member Blake, Mayor Pro Tempore Serratto, 

Council Member Shelton, and Council Member Echevarria

5 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Mayor Murphy, and Council Member McLeod2 - 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.5. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Stephani Davis, Development Services Technician II, Planning Division

SUBJECT: Approval of Street Closure Request #20-01 by Merced LGBTQ Alliance to Host the
Annual Merced LGBTQ Alliance Pride 2020 Event, Located on W. Main Street Between M and K
Streets (Including Bob Hart Square); and Canal Street Between W. Main Street and Arbor Lane,
on Saturday, May 2, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers approving a request by the Merced LGBTQ Alliance for the closure and use of City streets
and Bob Hart Square on Saturday, May 2, 2020, for the Annual Merced LGBTQ Alliance Pride 2020
event. The request seeks approval to close W. Main Street, between M and K Streets, including Bob
Hart Square, and Canal Street between W. Main Street and Arbor Lane, on Saturday, May 2, 2020,
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving the street closure of W. Main Street between M and K
Streets, including the use of Bob Hart Square, and Canal Street between W. Main Street and Arbor
Lane, on Saturday, May 2, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., subject to the details and conditions
outlined in the administrative staff report.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to modifications as conditioned by Council; or,
3. Deny the request completely; or,
4. Refer back to staff for reconsideration of specific items as requested by Council; or,
5. Continue item to a future Council meeting (date and time to be specified in City Council motion).

AUTHORITY
City of Merced Charter Section 200; California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 21101(e), as follows:

“CVC 21101.  Local authorities, for those highways under their jurisdiction, may adopt rules and
regulations by ordinance or resolution on the following matters:

(e) Temporarily closing a portion of any street for celebrations, parades, local special events, and
other purposes when, in the opinion of local authorities having jurisdiction or a public officer or
employee that the local authority designates by resolution, the closing is necessary for the safety and
protection of person who are to use that portion of the street during the temporary closing.”
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CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Not applicable.

DISCUSSION
Requested Streets and City Facilities

The applicant requests the use of City streets and facilities as listed below and illustrated on
Attachments 1 and 2:

Saturday, May 2, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.:
· W. Main Street, between M and K Streets

· Bob Hart Square Park

· Canal Street, between W. Main Street and Arbor Lane

Event Description

PRIDE 2020:

For several years, the Merced LGBTQ Alliance have held annual Pride events located within the
Merced Applegate Park. Last year was the inaugural year of holding the event within the downtown;
they plan to continue this new tradition for a second year with this street closure request.

The applicant proposes to close W. Main Street, between M and K Streets; Canal Street, between W.
Main Street and Arbor Lane; and reserve Bob Hart Square Park for their exclusive use, beginning at
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 2, 2020.  The event itself will run from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and
streets will reopen by 11:00 p.m. (Attachments 1 and 2).

The event will include tables along Main Street for vendors and other affiliates who will be providing
merchandise; food vendors will be lined along Canal Street. In Bob Hart Square Park, the sponsor
will be placing a bounce house for guests to enjoy, with the rest of the park reserved for guests to
intermingle (Attachment 2). In the street of Bob Hart Square, there will be a stage for local
performances and poetry readings. Ample time is allowed, before and after the event, for set-up and
takedown of tables, the bounce house, the stage, and necessary equipment.

The event sponsor will need to provide their own electricity, if necessary, for the vendor tables or
activities occurring in the street closure (W. Main Street and Canal Street). If use of City-supplied
electricity is requested for use in Bob Hart Square during the event, the sponsor will be responsible
for making arrangements prior to the event with appropriate City staff to make the electricity hookups
available (Condition #17).

Security guards will be provided at a minimum ratio of one guard per one-hundred guests, as is
normally required by the Police Department for events that will not be serving or selling alcohol
(Condition #8).
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The applicant is required to notify all businesses and residences affected by the street closure within
one-half mile with information on the range of time that the street will be closed and the reason.  This
notice must be given at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the street first being closed off.  The
applicant must then confirm with Planning Department staff that this notice was distributed to those
businesses and residences (Condition #7 and Attachment 3).

Conditions of Approval

The event and street closure will be subject to the following conditions, if approved:

1.  By applying for the street closure and use of City-owned real property, the Permittee shall agree to
indemnify, protect, defend (with counsel selected by the City), save, and hold City, its officers,
employees, agents, and volunteers harmless from any and all claims or causes of action for death or
injury to persons, or damage to property resulting from intentional or negligent acts, errors, or
omissions of Event Sponsor or Event Sponsor’s officers, employees, agents, volunteers, and
participants during performance of the Event, or from any violation of any federal, state, or municipal
law or ordinance, to the extent caused, in whole or in part, by the willful misconduct, negligent acts,
or omissions of Event Sponsor or its officers, employees, agents, volunteers, or participants, or
resulting from the negligence of the City, its officers, employees, agents, and volunteers, except for
loss caused solely by the gross negligence of the City.  Acceptance by City of insurance certificates
and endorsements required for this Event does not relieve Event Sponsor from liability under this
indemnification and hold harmless clause.  This indemnification and hold harmless clause shall apply
to any damages or claims for damages whether or not such insurance policies shall have been
determined to apply.

2.  Prior to engaging in the event, Event Sponsor shall provide the City with a Certificate of Liability
Insurance evidencing coverage in an amount of no less than $500,000 for property damage and
$500,000 for personal injury or a minimum combined single limit coverage of $500,000.  Said policy
shall stipulate that this insurance will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance will
be called on to cover a loss covered thereunder.  Additional insured endorsements evidencing this
coverage, naming the City of Merced, its Officers, Employees, and Agents as additional insureds,
must be submitted to the City prior to the event.  This certificate shall provide that thirty (30) days
written notice of cancellation shall be given to the City.  Certificates of Insurance shall also be
provided for Automobile insurances of all automobiles used for the event.  If the Event Sponsor has
any employee(s), full workers’ compensation insurance shall be provided with a limit of at least
$100,000 for any one person as required by law.

3.  The applicant shall obtain, at its sole cost and expense, special events coverage insuring the City
and its officer, employees, volunteers, and agents from any and all claims relating to the project.
Special events coverage may be obtained through private insurance or is available through
application with the City Clerk’s office three weeks prior to the event.

4.  Failure to comply with any law, rule, or regulation applicable to the use of said streets shall be
grounds to revoke any such permit and, in such circumstances, the Chief of Police shall immediately
revoke said permit.  The Event Sponsor or permit holder, in such case, shall have the right to appeal
said revocation to the City Council.
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5.  The applicant shall comply with all applicable statues, ordinances, rules, regulations, etc.,
including all requirements of the City of Merced Fire Department.

6.  Event sponsor shall provide and maintain a minimum 22-foot-wide emergency vehicle access
path into and through the street closure area at all times via movable barriers.  Fire hydrant access
shall not be blocked at any time whatsoever.

7.  Event sponsor shall contact all businesses and residences affected by the street closure(s),
advising them of the hours, conditions, and reason thereof within one half-mile of the encroachment
area at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the event.  Event Sponsor shall provide the City
confirmation that the proper notification was given (Attachment 3).

8.  Adequate supervision and security throughout the event perimeter shall be provided by the event
sponsor to ensure the safety of event participants and the public, as required by the City of Merced
Police Department.  Security guards shall be provided at a minimum of one guard per each one-
hundred guests.

9.  The Merced City Police Department or their designee has the authority to immediately cancel all
activities requested with this street closure if there is a police or other emergency incident in the area.
Application fees are non-refundable.

10.  Event sponsor shall be responsible for placing and removing all traffic barricades and posting of
parking restrictions where street is closed.  “No Parking” signs shall be posted at least twenty-four
(24) hours prior to towing of vehicle(s) per California Vehicle Code Section 22651(m). All barricades
and signs shall be removed by the event sponsor immediately following the end of the event.

11.  Event sponsor shall be responsible for dismantling and removing all equipment, temporary
structures, trash, and debris within and around the closure area generated by the event prior to the
expiration of the closure permit.

12.  Noise from music or other activities shall be kept to a minimum, so as not to disturb the nearby
residential loft units.  Music shall not be played later than 9:00 p.m.

13.  Event sponsor shall be responsible for ensuring that all independent vendors and services
involved with the event obtain or already possess a current City of Merced business license.

14.  Event sponsor and all food vendors and caterers shall comply with all requirements of the
Merced County Environmental Health Department with regards to the preparation and serving of food
and drink.

15.  Event sponsor shall provide access to disabled-accessible restrooms, as required by the
California Building Code.

16.  Event sponsor shall arrange and pay for special Event City Refuse service, or provide other
suitable means for trash collection, as deemed appropriate by the City of Merced Public Works
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Department/Refuse Division.

17.  Event Sponsor shall be responsible for making timely arrangements with the City’s Public Works
staff to turn the electrical power supply in the park on and off before and after the event on Saturday,
May 2, 2020. The Event Sponsor shall provide generators, if needed, for the vendor tables and
activities occurring within the remaining street closure area on W. Main Street (between M and K
Streets) and Canal Street (between W. Main Street and Arbor Lane).

18.  Any temporary modifications of the City’s electrical system in the park shall be approved by City
staff.  Only a State-licensed electrician shall be permitted to make any such modifications.  All
modifications shall be completely removed and reverted back to the original system after the event.

19.  All other provisions addressed in Ordinance #1941 Chapter 12.42 (Temporary Street Closures)
shall apply.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
As the event proposed will be handled entirely by members of the Merced LGBTQ Alliance, the event
is not expected to significantly impact any City resource.

The applicant may need to arrange for special event City refuse and use of City-supplied electricity
for the use of Bob Hart Square, if needed.

The event sponsor will be providing security for the event and generators for any electricity needed
within the street closures on W. Main Street, between M and K Streets and Canal Street, between W.
Main Street and Arbor Lane.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Location Map
2.  Site Plan
3.  Notification of Pending Street Closure
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.6. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Denise Frazier, Chief Building/Construction Project Official

SUBJECT: Approval of an Increase of $240,000 in Development Services Revenue Account 017-
0805-310.03-00 License and Permits/Construction Permits, Appropriating $220,000 in
Development Services Expenditure Account 017-0805-512.17-00 Professional Services for Fiscal
Year 2019-2020, and Appropriating $20,000 in Development Services Expenditure Account 017-
0805-511.04-01 Regular Overtime for Fiscal Year 2019-2020

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers approving an increase of $240,000 in Development Services Department revenue account
017-0805-310.03-00 License and Permits/Construction Permits; approving an appropriation of
$220,000 in Development Services expenditure account 017-0805-512.17-00 Professional Services
for Fiscal Year 2019-2020; and approving an appropriation of $20,000 in Development Services
expenditure account 017-0805-511.04-01 Regular Overtime for Fiscal Year 2019-2020.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion approving an increase of $240,000 in Development Services revenue
account number 017-0805-310-00 (License and Permits/Construction Permits); approving an
appropriation of $220,000 in Development Services expenditure account number 017-0805-512.17-
00 Professional Services; and approving an appropriation of $20,000 in Development Services
expenditure account 017-0805-511.04-01 Regular Overtime for Fiscal Year 2019-2020.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve subject to other than recommended by staff (identify specific findings and or conditions

amended to be addressed by City Council motion); or,

3. Deny; or,
4. Refer back to staff for reconsideration of specific items (specific items to be addresses in the

motion); or

5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Merced City Charter, section 1105

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As provided in the FY2019-20 adopted budget.
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DISCUSSION
Pursuant to the adoption of permit fees, Resolution No. 2009-73, Section 1 (e) of this resolution
states, “The amounts of the proposed Building and Plan Review fees do(es) not exceed the sums
reasonably necessary to cover the costs of processing the
applications and to cover the costs incurred in conducting required hearings, and that revenue
sources for the services provided will be fees paid for such services;”

During the budget process, certain numbers and types of permits are taken into consideration in
order to generate an amount for the estimated revenue, in this instance, revenue account 017-0805-
310.03-00 (License and Permits/Construction Permits). The estimated revenue in the budget would
cover all the estimated expenditures in the budget so the budget would be in balance.

Currently, the Inspection Services Department is using one Development Services Tech 3 days per
week and two Building Inspectors through the Professional Services contracts with CSG Consultants
Inc. and Interwest Consultants in order to supplement staff to meet everyday deadlines and demands
for permit and plans processing and inspections. Staff is also working overtime in excess of the hours
in the original budget.
The construction license and permits revenue generation is related to the inspections or works
performed by the contracted Building Inspectors and Development Services Tech and overtime
worked by staff.

The fiscal year 2019-20 revenue budget was estimated to be $1.6 million.  As of the end of January
2020, the revenue account 017-0805-310.03-00 (License and Permits/Construction Permits) has
received 100% of the estimated revenue.  There are five months left in the fiscal year in which we will
continue to receive revenue; therefore is it appropriate to increase revenue and appropriations.  The
fees collected through this process would pay for the services such as processing plans, permits and
inspections. Both the Professional Services account and Regular Overtime account need additional
funds in order to keep development projects moving and meeting deadlines.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
An increase of $240,000 is needed for Development Services Licenses and Permits revenue account
and an appropriation of the same amount split accordingly between the Development Services
expenditure account Professional Services and the Development Services expenditure account
Regular Overtime to cover contracted and regular staff costs needed to meet deadlines for permits
and plans processing and inspections.

ATTACHMENTS
None.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.7. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by:  Billy Alcorn, Fire Chief, Fire Department

SUBJECT: Acceptance of $40,826.00 in Fiscal Year 2017 State Homeland Security Grant
Program (SHSGP) Funds, Waiver of the Competitive Bidding Requirements to Maintain the
Radios and Equipment Standards, and Authorization to Purchase the Portable Radios and Radio
Equipment

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers accepting $40,826.00 in Fiscal Year 2017 SHSGP funds for the purchase of Portable
Radios and Radio Equipment as revenue, appropriating supplemental funds, using pooled cash to
cover the appropriation until grant funds are reimbursed, and waiving the competitive bidding
requirements.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion:

A. Accepting Fiscal Year 2017 SHSGP grant funds in the amount of $40,826.00 as revenue in the
Intergovernmental - State Governments Grants - Other State Grants account 001-0901-324.02-00;
and

B. Appropriating $40,826.00 to the Machinery/Equipment account 001-0901-523.43-00 to purchase
portable radios and radio equipment; and

C. Waiving the competitive bidding requirements to maintain the radios and equipment standards;
and

D. Authorizing the use of pooled cash to cover the appropriation until grant funds are reimbursed;
and

E. Authorizing the City Manager or the Assistant City Manager to sign the necessary documents.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve as recommended by staff; or,
2. Deny; or,
3. Refer back to staff; or
4. Continue to a future meeting.
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AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200 - Powers
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 405 - Powers Vested in the City Council
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 1105 - Budget Appropriations

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Public Safety as provided for in the 2019-20 Adopted Budget.

DISCUSSION
The Merced County Office of Emergency Services (OES) has awarded the City of Merced
$40,826.00 from the Fiscal Year 2017 State Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSGP).  The funds
will be used towards the purchase of $42,761.88 in portable radios and associated radio equipment
(Attachment 1) with the balance being funded through previously appropriated funds.

The purchase of this equipment will improve the communication capabilities of the department and
assist us with replacing our outdated portable radios.  The items being purchased include: Portable
Radios, Vehicle Charging Equipment, Batteries, Remote Speaker Microphones, and Radio Housing.

The Merced Fire Department has been financially challenged in replacing all of its portable radios
that exist within the department.  Accepting this grant funding will allow us to replace a portion of our
radios that are in dire need of replacement.

SHSGP Funds to be Appropriated to Account # 001-0901-523.43-00 $40,826.00
Previously Appropriated to General Fund Account # 001-0901-522.26-00 $  1,935.88
Total Cost of Radios and Accessories $42,761.88

The request to waive the competitive bidding element is based on standardization and the existing
portable radios and associated equipment are proprietary, therefore, only one vendor can provide the
equipment and accessories (Attachment 2).

Within the parameters and requirements of the grant program, the FY 2017 Office of Emergency
Services State Homeland Security Grant Programs - Equipment, Planning, Administration, Training
and Exercises Agreement and the FY 2017 Grant Assurances Agreement have been previously
completed.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
Through the adoption of the FY 19/20 budget, $1,935.88 has been appropriated towards the
purchase of portable radios and accessories with the balance of the funding being derived from the
SHSGP grant. Pooled cash will be utilized to cover the appropriation until grant funds are
reimbursed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Motorola Invoice
2.  Motorola Proprietary Letter
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Quote Number: QU0000496862
Effective: 10 JAN 2020
Effective To: 10 MAR 2020

Bill-To: Ultimate Destination:
MERCED, CITY OF MERCED, CITY OF

99 E 16TH ST 99 E 16TH ST

MERCED, CA 95340 MERCED, CA 95340

United States United States

Attention: Sales Contact:
Name: Nathan Frankhouser Name: Randy Emerzian
Email: FrankhouserN@ci.merced.ca.us Email: randye@j-scommunications.com
Phone: 2097687945 Phone: 5594424400

Contract Number: LA COUNTY (CA)
Freight terms: Prepay and Add to Invoice
Payment terms: Net 30 Due

Item Quantity Nomenclature Description List price Your price Extended Price

1 11 NNTN7624C CHARGER,CHR IMP VEH EXT NA/EU
KIT

$472.00 $354.00 $3,894.00

2 11 NNTN8575A AUDIO ACCESSORY-REMOTE
SPEAKER MICROPHONE,IMPRES XE
RSM XT CABLE GREEN

$538.00 $457.30 $5,030.30

3 10 PMNN4504A BATT IMPRES 2 LIION UL2054 DIV2 R
IP68 3400T

$193.00 $154.40 $1,544.00

4 10 H98KGF9PW6BN APX6000 VHF MHZ MODEL 2.5
PORTABLE

$3,026.00 $2,208.98 $22,089.80

4a 10 H02AK ENH: TACTICAL RADIO
STW-STUN/KILL

$75.00 $54.75 $547.50

4b 10 QA01833AH ADD: EXTREME 1-SIDED NOISE
REDUCTION

$25.00 $18.25 $182.50

4c 10 QA01843AA ADD: MANDOWN OPERATION $150.00 $109.50 $1,095.00

4d 10 QA09000AA ADD: DIGITAL TONE SIGNALING $150.00 $109.50 $1,095.00

4e 10 Q887AT ADD: 5Y ESSENTIAL SERVICE $162.00 $162.00 $1,620.00

4f 10 QA05570AA ALT: LI-ION IMPRES 2 IP68 3400 MAH $100.00 $73.00 $730.00

4g 10 H842AU ADD: SINGLE UNIT PACKING - - -

4h 10 H499JM ENH: SUBMERSIBLE (DELTA T) $150.00 $109.50 $1,095.00

4i 10 QA01427AB ALT: IMPACT GREEN HOUSING $25.00 $18.25 $182.50

Estimated Tax Amount $3,226.12

Estimated Freight Amount $430.16

Total Quote in USD $42,761.88

PO Issued to Motorola Solutions Inc. must:
>Be a valid Purchase Order (PO)/Contract/Notice to Proceed on Company Letterhead.  Note: Purchase Requisitions cannot be accepted
>Have a PO Number/Contract Number & Date
>Identify "Motorola Solutions Inc." as the Vendor
>Have Payment Terms or Contract Number
>Be issued in the Legal Entity's Name
>Include a Bill-To Address with a Contact Name and Phone Number
>Include a Ship-To Address with a Contact Name and Phone Number
>Include an Ultimate Address (only if different than the Ship-To)
>Be Greater than or Equal to the Value of the Order
>Be in a Non-Editable Format
>Identify Tax Exemption Status (where applicable)
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>Include a Signature (as Required)
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January 27, 2020 
 
Captain Nathan Frankhauser 
City of Merced, Fire Department 
 
Dear Mr. Frankhauser, 
 

Thank you for your interest in Motorola’s products and services. We appreciate the ongoing relationship 
with you, our valued customer. Our mission is to provide you with the most advanced products and services for 
voice and data communications. Everyday our offerings expand and our commitment to support our customers 
completely increases. To provide you with even more service, we developed a program to extend the effectiveness 
of our sales force and give you more expertise in our representation. This program is called the Manufacturer’s 
Representative (MR).  

Your Motorola Account Manager, Chris Chamberlain, is your direct representative for Motorola Solutions, 
Inc. Your Account Manager combines the knowledge and understanding of both your agency’s operations and 
your existing voice and data systems to guide you toward the best solutions for your mobile communications. To 
assist the Account Manager, we have assigned Randy Emerzian with J’s Communications, Inc. as the Motorola 
Manufacturer’s Representative to your agency.  

The role of the Manufacturer’s Representative is to be a resource for you in the products and services 
previously procured through your Direct Motorola Account Manager. A Manufacturer’s Representative can 
facilitate a transaction between Motorola and a customer by assisting with price quotations, presenting 
proposals, processing customer purchase orders, and tracking product deliveries. All binding quotes or proposals 
must be signed by a Motorola authorized signatory because Manufacturer’s Representatives do not have authority 
to contractually bind Motorola. Any subsequent contract shall be between Motorola and the customer. Invoices 
for Motorola products and services come directly from Motorola. The Manufacturer Representative acts as an 
agent of Motorola and has access to contract price levels like our Direct Motorola Account Manager. 

Both your Account Manager and your Manufacturer’s Representative are highly trained to bring you the 
best knowledge and skill in the industry of mission critical voice and data technology. Together with you, our 
customer, the Account Manager and the Manufacturer’s Representative work as a team to assist your agency in 
the evaluation and implementation of the most effective communications possible.  

We consider it a privilege to be a part of the solutions that makes your agency “best in class”. We look 
forward to a long, positive relationship with you and your personnel. If I can answer any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to call. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
Michael De Benedetti 
 Area Sales Manager, Motorola Solutions, Inc 
303 Twin Dolphin Drive 
Redwood City, 6th Floor #28 
(510) 772 2992 
michael.debenedetti@motorolasolutions.com 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.8. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Mike Conway, Senior Management Analyst

SUBJECT: Approval of the Updated 2020-21 Regional, State and Federal Legislative Platform

REPORT IN BRIEF
Consider approving the updated 2020-21 Regional, State, and Federal Legislative Platform.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion adopting the updated 2020-21 Regional, State and Federal Legislative
Platform.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended by staff (identify specific findings and/or conditions
amended to be addressed in the motion); or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer to staff for consideration of specific items (specific items to be addressed in the motion); or,
5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Chapter 200

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As provided for in the 2020-21 Adopted Budget

DISCUSSION
The City Council adopted its first Legislative Platform in August 2017 after the Council expressed a
desire for the City to take a stronger role advocating on behalf of the City in the regional, state and
federal arenas. The Legislative Platform serves as the policy document to guide the City’s advocacy
efforts. It has been used to respond to State and Federal legislation and other initiatives that have
been proposed during the year.

The City hired Townsend Public Affairs in October 2017 to provide advocacy services. Their
representatives and staff have reviewed the Legislative Platform, reorganizing it and making some
revisions and adding elements.

Additions to the platform include:
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File #: 20-079 Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

· Support legislation to protect local control of housing.

· Support legislation regarding creation and financing of quiet zones and other rail safety issues.

· Support legislation to improve the quality of life, and seeking assistance in financing an arts
district and funding for arts and cultural events.

· Support for potential use of reclaimed water in future projects.

· Support legislation that would allow the City to share sales tax revenues.

Staff will continue to use the Legislative Platform to advocate on behalf of the City using a variety of
means including letters, phone calls, personal meetings, testimony and media outreach. Council will
be kept aware of staffs efforts and receive copies of materials that are distributed. Monthly Legislative
updates are provided to Council and Townsend representatives have provided Council with annual
updates at their meetings.

If there are matters not addressed in the Legislative Platform that come up staff will bring them before
Council for consideration. The entire Legislative Platform will be brought back annually to the City
Council for review and adoption after the California legislative session ends in October.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds are needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  2020-21 Regional, State and Federal Legislative Platform
2.  2020-21 Regional, State and Federal Legislative Platform, redline version
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2020-21 City of Merced Legislative Platform   Page 1 

 
 

City of Merced   
 

2020-21 Regional, State and Federal Legislative Platform 
 
 
Platform Overview 
 
The purpose of the Legislative Platform is to provide a means for summarizing the City of 
Merced’s core legislative principles for the purpose of advocacy efforts at the regional, 
state and Federal level.  The Legislative Platform contains broad policy statements 
pertaining to a variety of issues that impact the City of Merced. 
 
The Legislative Platform sets forth the City of Merced’s legislative objectives for the 2018-
19 Congressional and State Legislative Sessions and provides direction for our legislative 
advocates as they work to secure clear and strategic initiatives in Sacramento and 
Washington, D.C.  Approval of the Legislative Platform also streamlines the City of 
Merced’s process and allows the Executive team, Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem to 
effectively respond and take immediate action on pressing legislation under City Council 
direction. 
 
The City Manager’s Office will annually update the Legislative Platform taking into 
account new issues or priorities and State and Federal budget as they relate to Merced 
or other regional partners.  Additionally, the policies established within the platform do not 
preclude City Council consideration of additional legislative matters arising throughout the 
year that may be brought forward for City Council action. 
 
The City of Merced’s primary legislative focus includes protecting local government 
control, maintaining local government revenue, and obtaining funding for environmental 
sustainability, public safety, transportation, recreational, technology and infrastructure 
improvements. 
 
Council will receive copies of correspondence to representatives and regulators regarding 
pending legislation, policies and rules, along with updates on any substantial meetings 
that take place. 
 
  
  

203



2020-21 City of Merced Legislative Platform   Page 2 

The Legislative Platform includes the following guiding principles: 
 

 The City favors legislation that enhances our ability to provide services to our 
residents; 
 

 The City favors legislation that relieves the local government from rules and 
regulations with advantages and benefits that exceed the disadvantages to City 
residents;   
 

 The City favors legislation that provides additional revenue or enables us to seek 
new or innovative revenue streams; 
 

 The City opposes legislation that limits our self-rule or inhibits the ability of our 
residents to participate in local government decisions;  
 

 The City opposes legislation that adds new or unjustified rules and regulations with 
disadvantages that exceed the benefits and advantages to City residents; and 
 

 The City opposes unfunded mandates or any other legislation that adds more costs 
to City operations that aren’t reimbursed, or takes away City funding or revenue 
streams without replacing the funds. 

 
The Legislative Platform is organized into several broad categories that cover the breadth 
of the City of Merced’s services, operations and assets, and other responsibilities.  These 
categories include: 
 

1. General Government 
a. Local Control 
b. Economic Sustainability 
c. Sustainable Public Pensions 

2. Public Safety, Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
3. Community Development and Transportation 
4. Community Services, Housing and Homelessness 
5. Water and Utilities 
6. Environmental Sustainability 
7. Regional Partnerships  
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1.  General Government 
 

 Oppose additional State and Federal unfunded mandates. 
 

 Oppose any State or Federal mandates without the direct or indirect 
reimbursement for the costs associated with complying with new and/or modified 
laws, regulations, policies, procedures, permits and/or programs. 

 
 Oppose legislation that would result in the City and/or its residents to be unduly 

burdened by new or increased fees, levies, rates, charges or taxes that don’t 
have a direct and measurably benefit to the public.  

 
 Oppose legislation that would require public agencies to share information that 

could be used by malicious intended groups or individuals to compromise the 
systems, services or private information of public employees or citizens. 
 

 Support best practices in fiscal sustainability and best practices administrative 
initiatives to ensure the delivery of superlative City services. 

 
 Monitor initiatives which seek changes in fiscal relationships at the local, State and 

Federal level. 
 

 Support legislation that guarantees on-going revenue sources for local 
government. 

 
 Pursue funding opportunities for public facilities and services including capital 

improvement projects, public works projects, homeland security, public safety, 
technology, and parks and recreation. 

 
 Support legislation that would prohibit the flying of helicopters or other aircraft at 

low altitudes over residential neighborhoods excluding police, fire or other public 
safety or other health and safety or industrial aircraft. 

 
 Support legislation that would establish statewide regulations prohibiting the use 

of unmanned aircraft to record or transmit any visual or audio recording of any 
person or private real property in which the subject person or owner of property 
has a reasonable expectation of privacy, excluding public safety agencies. 

  
Local Control 

 
o Support legislation that enhances local control of resources and allows 

cities to address the needs of local constituents within a framework of 
regional cooperation. 

 
o Oppose pre-emption of local authority whether by State or Federal 

legislation or ballot propositions. 

205



2020-21 City of Merced Legislative Platform   Page 4 

o Support legislation that encourages the use of Federal and State incentives 
for local government action rather than mandates. 

 
o Oppose legislation that would prevent public comment or review where it is 

currently allowed, prevents public comments from being used for the basis 
of regulatory decisions and oppose legislation that removes Council 
oversight of land use and other regulatory processes. 

 
o Monitor land use issues and support legislative and administrative efforts to 

maintain the integrity of local government control over land use, planning 
and zoning matters. 

 
o Support legislation that would preserve local control for regulation of  

cannabis sales, delivery, distribution, warehousing, growing and testing 
facilities. Also support preserving the City’s right to tax the sales of cannabis 
products and keep revenues from local taxes, and prevent lowering the 
consumer protections of Proposition 64 and 215. 

 
o Support measures increasing local autonomy, protecting privacy and 

maintaining local authority over public records.  This includes measures that 
provide for the recovery of costs with regards to public records requests. 

 
o Support transparent government and the role of the California Public 

Records Act while simultaneously observing and protecting the current Rule 
of Law in California including better legislation for the protection of privacy 
of public records and enhancing laws related to digital records. 

 
o Oppose any legislation that would undermine voter-approved initiatives to 

guarantee on-going revenue sources for local government. 
 

o Oppose legislation that would pre-empt local authority over local taxes and 
fees.  

 
o Protect the City’s right to levy and collect Transient Occupancy Taxes from 

hotels, including online hotel intermediaries. 
 

o Oppose any Federal or State legislation that would provide immunity to 
online hotel intermediaries and/or prohibit the City from collecting, 
retroactively or otherwise, Transient Occupancy Taxes.   

 
o Oppose any attempt to eliminate or limit the traditional tax exemption for 

municipal bonds. 
 

o Continue to promote increased flexibility for the utilization of municipally-
generated revenues. 
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o Engage in, and advocate for, legislation or ballot measures to prevent the 
State from borrowing, raiding or otherwise redirecting local government 
funds (local taxes, property taxes, etc.). 

 
 

o  
 

o Support legislation to enhance local control to define franchise 
requirements for public, educational, government access (PEG) channels, 
and oppose defining any franchise requirement as a “in-kind” contribution 
under a cable franchise agreement. 

 
Economic Sustainability 

 
o Advocate for measures that support the City’s continued efforts to retain 

and promote the success of local businesses and industries. 
 

o Support tourism and its role in creating jobs and economic benefits to the 
City. 

 
o Support legislation that would allow local brick-and-mortar retailers to 

compete more effectively against out-of-state internet sellers. 
 

o Oppose legislation or other measures that would change sales tax 
distribution processes or prohibit local governments from entering into 
agreements to share sale tax revenues with distribution companies to help 
mitigate for health and infrastructure improvements, as well as to 
guarantee employment and wage levels. 

 
o Support legislative efforts on behalf of the Investing in Opportunity Act that 

would result in the creation of Economic Opportunity Zones, and, support 
efforts to have the Governor designate Economic Opportunity Zones in 
Merced. 

 
Sustainable Public Pensions 

 
o Support League of California Cities and other legislative efforts for reform 

and to achieve sustainability of pensions and other post-employment 
benefits (OPEB). 

 
o Oppose legislative efforts that constrain the ability of the California Public 

Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) to effectively manage its 
investment portfolio or otherwise impair the sustainability of the pension 
system. 
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Monitor legislative initiatives designed to achieve public employee pension reform.2.  
Public Safety, Emergency Management and Homeland Security 

 
 Support legislation and seek funding that will assist in preventing and reducing 

crimes, primarily related to drugs, violence, mental illness, and pedestrian safety. 
 
 Oppose legislation to expand “early release” for low-risk serious and violent 

offenders without an increase in sustained funding to ensure responsible 
supervision by parole agents and for local agencies that provide post-release 
supervision. 

 
 Oppose any efforts to further decriminalize existing crimes in California or lessen 

the sentences of any offenses that would result in the release of serious criminals 
who would further threaten the safety of the public and law enforcement personnel. 

 
 Support a more effective and relevant reporting of local public safety agency data, 

and ensure that any disclosed data be fair and equitable. 
 
 Advocate to maintain peace officer privacy rights in Pitchess motions and Public 

Record Act requests. 
 
 Advocate against any extension of the statute of limitations in public safety 

worker’s compensation cases.  
 
 Support strategies, legislation and funding that promote emergency management, 

resilience and recovery efforts. 
 
 Oppose legislation or other administrative actions that seek to limit the Police 

Department’s ability to collect and utilize asset forfeiture funds for a wide variety of 
police services. 
 

 Support legislation that provides frontline funding for police services associated 
with the early release of state prisoners as a result of State-mandated criminal 
justice realignment.  

 
 Support the development and use of new firefighting technology that result in 

higher levels of health and safety. 
 

 Advocate for legislation and funding that would take advantage of current 
technology to prevent crime (i.e. the ability to use surveillance cameras and 
automatic license plate recognition technology). 

 
 Support the deployment and research of new emerging technologies that provide 

law enforcement with tools to provide the highest level of service including: 
o Next Generation 911 
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o Mobile and Body Worn Cameras 
o New Generation Investigative Technology 
o Collect, store and retain digital evidence 

 
 Support interoperable communication solutions that meet radio spectrum needs of 

first responders and funding to digitize public safety communications. 
 
 Advocate for Interagency Communications Interoperability System (I.C.I. System) 

participation among jurisdictions and funding for equipment and operations. 
 
 Support efforts to eradicate human trafficking. 
 
 Support legislation that aids paramedics and other emergency medical service 

practitioners in their ability to be responsive to community needs. 
 
 Seek grants and pilot project/demonstration project funding for public safety 

programs and priorities. 
 
 Support funding initiatives for Peace Officers Standards and Training (POST) and 

other law enforcement support organizations. 
 
 Support and encourage legislation and budget negotiations that retain funding for 

State and local law enforcement agencies, including behavioral health treatment, 
drug and trafficking taskforces, crisis intervention teams, and adequate patrol 
staffing. 

 
 Identify opportunities for reimbursements to supplement increased custodial and 

supervision costs resulting from prison realignment. 
 
 Oppose legislation with mandates for local agency adherence to operations and 

programs that may not be reimbursable by State budget funds. 
 
 Support legislation that expands the treatment of, and response to, mentally ill 

persons and the growing issues associated with the mentally ill. 
 
 Support funding for the increased demand being placed on fire and law 

enforcement for response to societal issues including homelessness; substance 
abuse and dependency; and unpredictable and potentially harmful behavior 
towards the public and public safety officers. 

 
 Support funding opportunities for local homeland security, public safety and 

emergency management programs including, training, and new technology and 
equipment (e.g. closed-circuit television) that does not supplant other City funding, 
services or operations. 
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 Seek grants and pilot project/demonstration project funding for City homeland 
security, public safety and emergency management priorities. 

 
 
3.  Community Development and Transportation 
 

 Support legislation to streamline and increase efficiency of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) while ensuring environmental stewardship is 
retained. 

 
 Oppose legislation that adds more mandatory elements or requirements to City 

and County General Plans, including the Housing Element, or reduces or 
eliminates public input into local land use decisions. 

 
 Support legislation that furthers the needs of UC Merced and oppose legislation 

that would impede its mission to educate students and continue its research 
mission. 

  
 Support measures and discretionary grant opportunities that provide funding for 

critical transportation infrastructure projects to improve goods movement, safety 
and mobility for residents and visitors in and around Merced. 

 
 Support legislation that expands transportation, planning, funding, and voluntary 

incentives to include an increasingly multi-modal perspective focusing on transit, 
alternative fuel vehicles and fleets, pedestrian walkways, bikeways, multi-use trails 
and parking. 

 
 Support legislation that brings the California High-Speed Rail Project to Merced 

and oppose legislation that impedes its progress. Support strategies, legislation, 
regulatory efforts and funding that promote the location of the California High 
Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility and other support facilities in Merced and 
advocate with the High-Speed Rail Authority on behalf of that location. 

 
 Support legislation that brings the Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) to Merced 

and oppose legislation that impedes its progress. 
 
 Oppose legislation that would prevent the City from providing regulatory oversight 

or requiring licensing to online transportation networks. 
 
 Support State and Federal legislation that enhances the safety of City streets for 

automobile, bicycle and pedestrian traffic, including issues related to photo speed 
radar enforcement, traffic congestion reduction programs, air quality improvement 
and regional transportation improvements. 

 
 Support measures which provide the City’s fair share of funding from the State’s 

cap and trade funding sources. 
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 Support legislation that would discourage the misuse of disabled parking placards 

or parking spaces. 
 
 Work with other agencies in the region to support current State and Federal 

funding levels and encourage increased funding and flexibility in both operating 
and capital funding for mass transit. 

 
 In conjunction with Merced Association of Governments (MCAG) and other 

agencies, support legislation that provides incentives for the development of local 
transportation corridors. 

 
 Support local, regional, State and Federal legislative, administrative, and 

regulatory efforts that will expand and/or supplement funding for maintaining and 
upgrading major thoroughfares in the City, allowing for better traffic flow, goods 
movement, improved air quality and pedestrian safety. 

 
 Support efforts to increase State or Federal funding for necessary infrastructure 

improvements. 
 
 Support increased State and Federal resources to mitigate traffic congestion and 

improve air quality on City streets and rebuild and maintain roads. 
 

 Support legislation and other efforts that would assist the City in the creation and 
financing of quiet zones and enhancing rail safety. 

 
 

4.  Community Services, Housing and Homelessness 
 

 Support legislation that provides for increased services to, or funding for, at-risk 
populations such as adult and aging, homeless, disabled and other challenged 
populations. 
 

 Continue to support legislation that enhances the health of the general population, 
with an emphasis on programs that focus on youth, adult, aging and at-risk 
populations. 
 

 Support legislation that encourages policies and programing that promote healthy 
lifestyles; e.g. physical activity, preventative screenings, healthful eating and core 
wellness for people of all ages and abilities. 

 
 Support efforts to increase State resources for local arts, cultural events, and 

education and library programs, including performing and visual arts programs. 
 

 Support funding for ADA facility, sidewalk and park upgrades. 
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 Support legislative and administrative efforts that ensure equitable and transparent 
distribution of funding from Proposition 68 for park, recreation and related 
purposes. 

 
 
 Support legislation that addresses the need for housing and supportive services, 

(e.g. health, mental health and social services) for the City’s homeless population. 
 
 Support legislative efforts to regulate second-hand smoke of any substance. 
 
 Support efforts to provide additional services to veterans, especially homeless 

veterans, ranging from medical care to counseling to education and employment.  
 
 Pursue incentive-based housing legislation to encourage expanding the housing 

supply in the City, including more flexibility for local jurisdictions to work together 
to provide housing that counts towards Regional Housing Needs Assessment 
(RHNA) requirements. 

 
 Support Federal and State funding for affordable senior and veteran housing 

opportunities and projects. 
 
 Support continued or expanded funding for the Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) Program. 
 

 Oppose Legislation that would usurp local housing processes and community 
character. 
 

 Support efforts to provide funding mechanisms for developing housing and other 
related infrastructure, as well as funding for effective housing development and 
ownership programs. 
 

 Support efforts to provide funding for grant programs that connect housing with 
employment, recreation, schools, and public services. 
 
Support legislation and other efforts that improve the quality of life for the 
residents of Merced, including additional funding for arts and cultural activities 
and events, historic, cultural and artistic preservation, and the potential creation 
of a Downtown Arts District. 

 
 

 
5.  Environmental Sustainability 
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 Advocate for cost-effective, sustainable, and responsible environmental policy and 
programs in the areas of energy efficiency, greenhouse gases, potable water, 
clean air, and wastewater, solid waste removal and storm water. 

 
 Support legislation protecting, preserving and restoring the natural environment 

where it does not conflict with local control and land use designations. 
 
 Support efforts to create partnerships between the City government, County 

government, School Districts, Water Agencies, other entities, businesses, 
residents and all other community stakeholders as necessary to achieve a 
sustainable community. 

 
 Support funding to foster an energy-efficient, walk-able community that provides 

ample goods, services and benefits to all residents while respecting the local 
environment.  
 

 Support legislation and other efforts that would provide funding and resources to 
address the effects of climate change, including water, flood, drought, wildfire, and 
others. 

 
 
6.  Water and Utilities 
 

 Ensure the State continues to fund the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) capital construction budget for offsetting their requirements to limit their 
total maximum daily load (TMDL) for pollutant discharge.  Encourage Caltrans to 
continue to enter into Cooperative Implementation Agreements with local 
jurisdictions to fund storm water capture and retention projects. 

 
 Ensure the State Water Resources Control Board continues to provide Caltrans a 

Compliance-Based Credit System that includes compliance based on using 
funding to support storm water projects that would meet statewide TMDLs. 

 
 Support legislation for funding storm water infrastructure improvements, including 

building facilities to capture storm water runoff and integrate with local, regional 
and statewide water resources. 

 
 Support legislation that would provide pragmatic compliance in statewide and 

regional National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits. 
 
 Support State and regional efforts to develop avenues for agencies to collect 

revenue to support storm water retention efforts. 
 
 Support legislation that would classify storm water as a utility similar to water, 

wastewater and solid waste services. 
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 Support measures that uphold the ability of locally-elected City Councils to regulate 
and manage their publicly-owned water utility so that local authority is not eroded 
by State or Federal agencies, authorities or other regulatory agencies. 

 
 Oppose legislation that adds requirements to provide services that utility 

customers do not value, want or need. 
 
 Support legislation that ensures local ratemaking authority is preserved and 

remains meaningful. 
 
 Support policies that recognize, support and credit the role of water conservation 

and use of efficiency in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
 Support local control of groundwater uses and groundwater rights. 
 
 Support local control for planning management and use of water supplies to 

address local needs and contribute to long-term sustainability. 
 
 Support efforts that seek to bring Federal sources of funding to California for water 

infrastructure development and renewable energy development through water 
management. 

 
 Support cost-effective water conservation programs and incentives that are funded 

by the State or Federal government. 
 
 Support flexible funding options that will help local communities upgrade and 

replace water and wastewater infrastructure. 
 
 Support legislation for State and Federal funding and permitting for the 

development of local water supplies and water conservation efforts, along with 
additional surface water and groundwater storage and recharge efforts. 

 
 Support legislative and administrative efforts that ensure equitable and transparent 

distribution of funding from Propositions 1 and 68, as well as any future bond 
measures, for water- and wastewater-related projects. 

 
 

7.  Regional Partnerships 
 

 Support legislation in conjunction with Merced County that will result in additional 
funding, services or programs that will benefit City residents including law 
enforcement, homeless housing, veterans support, transportation and mental 
health services, and work with Merced County to oppose legislation or regulations 
that would cut those services, programs or funding.  
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 Support legislation working with local educational institutions including the Merced 
City School District, Weaver Union School District, Merced Union High School 
District, Merced County Office of Education, Merced College and the University of 
California, Merced, that will result in additional funding, services or programs that 
will benefit City residents including job training, STEAM teaching and new and 
upgraded facilities. 

 
 Support legislation working with the Merced Irrigation District and other water 

partners that will result in additional funding, services or programs that will benefit 
City residents, including funding groundwater basin studies and floodwater 
mitigation measures, or creating additional water storage.  
 

 Support legislation and other efforts that would assist and finance the City’s future 
plans to establish a program to use reclaimed water from the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. 
 

 Support legislation working with the Continuum of Care and other agencies to 
support those who are facing the challenges of homelessness. 
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City of Merced   
 

2020-2118-19 Regional, State and FederalFederal Legislative Platform 
 
 
Platform Overview 
 
The purpose of the Legislative Platform is to provide a means for summarizing the City of 
Merced’s core legislative principles for the purpose of advocacy efforts at the regional, 
state and federalFederal level.  The Legislative Platform contains broad policy statements 
pertaining to a variety of issues that impact the City of Merced. 
 
The Legislative Platform sets forth the City of Merced’s legislative objectives for the 2018-
19 Congressional and State Legislative Sessions and provides direction for our legislative 
advocates as they work to secure clear and strategic initiatives in Sacramento and 
Washington, D.C.  Approval of the Legislative Platform also streamlines the City of 
Merced’s process and allows the Executive team, Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem to 
effectively respond and take immediate action on pressing legislation under City Council 
direction. 
 
The City Manager’s Office will annually update the Legislative Platform taking into 
account new issues or priorities and State and federalFederal budget as they relate to 
Merced or other regional partners.  Additionally, the policies established within the 
platform do not preclude City Council consideration of additional legislative matters 
arising throughout the year that may be brought forward for City Council action. 
 
The City of Merced’s primary legislative focus includes protecting local government 
control, maintaining local government revenue, and obtaining funding for environmental 
sustainability, public safety, transportation, recreational, technology and infrastructure 
improvements. 
 
Council will receive copies of correspondence to representatives and regulators regarding 
pending legislation, policies and rules, along with updates on any substantial meetings 
that take place. 
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The Legislative Platform includes the following guiding principles: 
 

 The City favors legislation that enhances our ability to provide services to our 
residents; 
 

 The City favors legislation that relieves the local government from rules and 
regulations with advantages and benefits that exceed the disadvantages to City 
residents;   
 

 The City favors legislation that provides additional revenue or enables us to seek 
new or innovative revenue streams; 
 

 The City opposes legislation that limits our self-rule or inhibits the ability of our 
residents to participate in local government decisions;  
 

 The City opposes legislation that adds new or unjustified rules and regulations with 
disadvantages that exceed the benefits and advantages to City residents; and 
 

 The City opposes unfunded mandates or any other legislation that adds more costs 
to City operations that aren’t reimbursed, or takes away City funding or revenue 
streams without replacing the funds. 

 
The Legislative Platform is organized into several broad categories that cover the breadth 
of the City of Merced’s services, operations and assets, and other responsibilities.  These 
categories include: 
 

1. General Government 
a. Local Control 
b. Economic Sustainability 
c. Sustainable Public Pensions 

2. Public Safety, Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
3. Community Development and Transportation 
4. Community Services, Housing and Homelessness 
5. Water and Utilities 
6. Environmental Sustainability 
7. Regional Partnerships  
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1.  General Government 
 

 Oppose additional State and FederalFederal unfunded mandates. 
 

 Oppose any State or FederalFederal mandates without the direct or indirect 
reimbursement for the costs associated with complying with new and/or modified 
laws, regulations, policies, procedures, permits and/or programs. 

 
 Oppose legislation that would result in the City and/or its residents to be unduly 

burdened by new or increased fees, levies, rates, charges or taxes that don’t 
have a direct and measurably benefit to the public.  

 
 Oppose legislation that would require public agencies to share information that 

could be used by malicious intended groups or individuals to compromise the 
systems, services or private information of public employees or citizens. 
 

 Support best practices in fiscal sustainability and best practices administrative 
initiatives to ensure the delivery of superlative City services. 

 
 Monitor initiatives which seek changes in fiscal relationships at the local, State and 

FederalFederal level. 
 

 Support legislation that guarantees on-going revenue sources for local 
government. 

 
 Pursue funding opportunities for public facilities and services including capital 

improvement projects, public works projects, homeland security, public safety, 
technology, and parks and recreation. 

 
 Support legislation that would prohibit the flying of helicopters or other aircraft at 

low altitudes over residential neighborhoods excluding police, fire or other public 
safety or other health and safety or industrial aircraft. 

 
 Support legislation that would establish statewide regulations prohibiting the use 

of unmanned aircraft to record or transmit any visual or audio recording of any 
person or private real property in which the subject person or owner of property 
has a reasonable expectation of privacy, excluding public safety agencies. 

  
Local Control 

 
o Support legislation that enhances local control of resources and allows 

cities to address the needs of local constituents within a framework of 
regional cooperation. 

 
o Oppose pre-emption of local authority whether by State or FederalFederal 

legislation or ballot propositions. 
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o Oppose legislation that would prevent public comment or review where it is 
currently allowed, prevents public comments from being used for the basis 
of regulatory decisions and oppose legislation that removes Council 
oversight of land use and other regulatory processes. 

 
o Monitor land use issues and support legislative and administrative efforts to 

maintain the integrity of local government’s control over land use, planning 
and zoning matters. 

 
o Support legislation that would preserve local control for regulation of 

medicinal and recreational cannabis sales, delivery, distribution, 
warehousing, growing and testing facilities. Also support preserving the 
City’s right to tax the sales of cannabis products and keep revenues from 
local taxes, and prevent lowering the consumer protections of Proposition 
64 and 215. 

 
o Support measures increasing local autonomy, protecting privacy and 

maintaining local authority over public records.  This includes measures that 
provide for the recovery of costs with regards to public records requests. 

 
o Support transparent government and the role of the California Public 

Records Act while simultaneously observing and protecting the current Rule 
of Law in California including better legislation for the protection of privacy 
of public records and enhancing laws related to digital records. 

 
o Oppose any legislation that would undermine voter-approved initiatives to 

guarantee on-going revenue sources for local government. 
 

o Oppose legislation that would pre-empt local authority over local taxes and 
fees.  

 
o Protect the City’s right to levy and collect Transient Occupancy Taxes from 

hotels, including online hotel intermediaries. 
 

o Oppose any FederalFederal or State legislation that would provide 
immunity to online hotel intermediaries and/or prohibit the City from 
collecting, retroactively or otherwise, Transient Occupancy Taxes.   

 
o Oppose any attempt to eliminate or limit the traditional tax exemption for 

municipal bonds. 
 

o Continue to promote increased flexibility for the utilization of municipally-
generated revenues. 
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State from borrowing, raiding or otherwise redirecting local government 
funds (local taxes, property taxes, etc.). 

 
o Continue to promote increased flexibility for the utilization of municipally-

generated revenues. 
o Support legislation that includes operational expenses as an acceptable 

use of public, educational, government access (PEG) funds, collected 
from cable franchise fees per the Federal Communications Commission, 
for government access stations. 

 
o Support legislation to enhance local control to define franchise 

requirements for public, educational, government access (PEG) channels, 
and oppose defining any franchise requirement as a “in-kind” contribution 
under a cable franchise agreement. 

 
Economic Sustainability 

 
o Advocate for measures that support the City’s continued efforts to retain 

and promote the success of local businesses and industries. 
 

o Support tourism and its role in creating jobs and economic benefits to the 
City. 

 
o Support legislation that would allow local brick-and-mortar retailers to 

compete more effectively against out-of-state internet sellers. 
 

o Oppose legislation or other measures that would change sales tax 
distribution processes or prohibit local governments from entering into 
agreements to share sale tax revenues with distribution companies to help 
mitigate for health and infrastructure improvements, as well as to 
guarantee employment and wage levels. 

 
o Support legislative efforts on behalf of the Investing in Opportunity Act that 

would result in the creation of Economic Opportunity Zones, and, support 
efforts to have the Governor designate Economic Opportunity Zones in 
Merced. 

 
Sustainable Public Pensions 

 
o Support League of California Cities and other legislative efforts for reform 

and to achieve sustainability of pensions and other post-employment 
benefits (OPEB). 

 
o Oppose legislative efforts that constrain the ability of the California Public 

Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) to effectively manage its 
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investment portfolio or otherwise impair the sustainability of the pension 
system. 

 
o Monitor legislative initiatives designed to achieve public employee pension 

reform. 
 

 Support legislation and seek funding that will assist in preventing and reducing 
crimes, primarily related to drugs, violence, mental illness, and pedestrian safety. 

 
 Oppose legislation to expand “early release” for low-risk serious and violent 

offenders without an increase in sustained funding to ensure responsible 
supervision by parole agents and for local agencies that provide post-release 
supervision. 

 
 Oppose any efforts to further decriminalize existing crimes in California or lessen 

the sentences of any offenses that would result in the release of serious criminals 
who would further harmthreaten  the safety of the public and law enforcement 
personnel. 

 
 Support a more effective and relevant reporting of local public safety agency data, 

and ensure that any disclosed data be fair and equitable. 
 
 Advocate to maintain peace officer privacy rights in Pitchess motions and Public 

Record Act requests. 
 
 Advocate against any extension of the statute of limitations in public safety 

worker’s compensation cases.  
 
 Support strategies, legislation and funding that promote emergency management, 

resilience and recovery efforts. 
 
 Oppose legislation or other administrative actions that seek to limit the Police 

Department’s ability to collect and utilize asset forfeiture funds for a wide variety of 
police services. 
 

 Support legislation that provides frontline funding for police services associated 
with the early release of state prisoners as a result of State-mandated criminal 
justice realignment.  

 
 Support the development and use of new firefighting technology that result in 

higher levels of health and safety. 
 

 Advocate for legislation and funding that would take advantage of current 
technology to prevent crime (i.e. the ability to use surveillance cameras and 
automatic license plate recognition technology). 
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 Support the deployment and research of new emerging technologies that provide 
law enforcement with tools to provide the highest level of service including: 

o Next Generation 911 
o Mobile and& Body Worn Cameras 
o New gGeneration Investigative Technology 
o Collect, store and retain digital evidence 

 
 Support interoperable communication solutions that meet radio spectrum needs of 

first responders and funding to digitize public safety communications. 
 
 Advocate for Interagency Communications Interoperability System (I.C.I. System) 

participation among jurisdictions and funding for equipment and operations. 
 
 Support efforts to eradicate human trafficking. 
 
 Support legislation that aids paramedics and other emergency medical service 

practitioners in their ability to be responsive to community needs. 
 
 Seek grants and pilot project/demonstration project funding for public safety 

programs and priorities. 
 
 Support funding initiatives for Peace Officers Standards and Training (POST) and 

other law enforcement support organizations. 
 
 Support and encourage legislation and budget negotiations that retain funding for 

State and local law enforcement agencies, including behavioral health treatment, 
drug and trafficking taskforces, crisis intervention teams, and adequate patrol 
staffing. 

 
 Identify opportunities for reimbursements to supplement increased custodial and 

supervision costs resulting from prison realignment. 
 
 Oppose legislation with mandates for local agency adherence to operations and 

programs that may not be reimbursable by State budget funds. 
 
 Support legislation that expands the treatment of, and response to, mentally ill 

persons and the growing issues associated with the mentally ill. 
 
 Support funding for the increased demand being placed on fire and law 

enforcement for response to societal issues including homelessness; substance 
abuse and dependency; and unpredictable and potentially harmful behavior 
towards the public and public safety officers. 

 
 Support funding opportunities for local homeland security, public safety and 

emergency management programs including, training, and new technology and 
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equipment (e.g. closed-circuit television) that does not supplant other City funding, 
services or operations. 

 
 Seek grants and pilot project/demonstration project funding for City homeland 

security, public safety and emergency management priorities. 
 

 
3.  Community Development and Transportation 
 

 Support legislation to streamline and increase efficiency of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) while ensuring environmental stewardship is 
retained. 

 
 Oppose legislation that adds more mandatory elements or requirements to City 

and County General Plans, including the Housing Element, or reduces or 
eliminates public input into local land use decisions. 

 
 Support legislation that furthers the needs of UC Merced and oppose legislation 

that would impede its mission to educate students and continue its research 
mission. 

  
 Support measures and discretionary grant opportunities that provide funding for 

critical transportation infrastructure projects to improve goods movement, safety 
and mobility for residents and visitors in and around Merced. 

 
 Support legislation that expands transportation, planning, funding, and voluntary 

incentives to include an increasingly multi-modal perspective focusing on transit, 
alternative fuel vehicles and fleets, pedestrian walkways, bikeways, multi-use trails 
and parking. 

 
 Support legislation that brings the California High-Speed Rail Project to Merced 

and oppose legislation that impedes its progress. Support strategies, legislation, 
regulatory efforts and funding that promote the location of the California High 
Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility and other support facilities in Merced and 
advocate with the High-Speed Rail Authority on behalf of that location. 

 
 Support legislation that brings the Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) to Merced 

and oppose legislation that impedes its progress. 
 
 Oppose legislation that would prevent the City from providing regulatory oversight 

or requiring licensing to online transportation networks. 
 
 Support State and federalFederal legislation that enhances the safety of City 

streets for automobile, bicycle and pedestrian traffic, including issues related to 
photo speed radar enforcement, traffic congestion reduction programs, air quality 
improvement and regional transportation improvements. 

223



2020-2118-19 City of Merced Legislative Platform   Page 9 

 
 Support measures which provide the City’s fair share of funding from the State’s 

cap and trade funding sources. 
 
 Support legislation that would discourage the misuse of disabled parking placards 

or parking spaces. 
 
 Work with other agencies in the region to support current State and FederalFederal 

funding levels and encourage increased funding and flexibility in both operating 
and capital funding for mass transit. 

 
 In conjunction with Merced Association of Governments (MCAG) and other 

agencies, support legislation that provides incentives for the development of local 
transportation corridors. 

 
 Support local, regional, State and FederalFederal legislative, administrative, and 

regulatory efforts that will expand and/or supplement funding for maintaining and 
upgrading major thoroughfares in the City, allowing for better traffic flow, goods 
movement, improved air quality and pedestrian safety. 

 
 Support efforts to increase State or FederalFederal funding for necessary 

infrastructure improvements. 
 
 Support increased State and FederalFederal resources to mitigate traffic 

congestion and improve air quality on City streets and rebuild and maintain roads. 
 

 Support legislation and other efforts that would assist the City in the creation and 
financing of quiet zones and enhancing rail safety. 

 
 

4.  Community Services, Housing and Homelessness 
 

 Support legislation that provides for increased services to, or funding for, at-risk 
populations such as adult and aging, homeless, disabled and other challenged 
populations. 
 

 Continue to support legislation that enhances the health of the general population, 
with an emphasis on programs that focus on youth, adult, aging and at-risk 
populations. 
 

 Support legislation that encourages policies and programing that promote healthy 
lifestyles; e.g. physical activity, preventative screenings, healthful eating and core 
wellness for people of all ages and abilities. 

 
 Support efforts to increase State resources for local arts, cultural events, and 

education and library programs, including performing and visual arts programs. 
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 Support funding for ADA facility, sidewalk and park upgrades. 
 
 Support legislative and administrative efforts that ensure equitable and transparent 

distribution of funding from Proposition 68 for park, recreation and related 
purposes. 

 
 Support legislation that provides for increased services to, or funding for, at-risk 

populations such as adult and aging, homeless, disabled and other challenged 
populations. 

 Support legislation that addresses the need for housing and supportive services, 
(e.g. health, mental health and social services) for the City’s homeless population. 

 
 Support legislative efforts to regulate second-hand smoke of any substance. 
 
 Support efforts to provide additional services to veterans, especially homeless 

veterans, ranging from medical care to counseling to education and employment.  
 
 Pursue incentive-based housing legislation to encourage expanding the housing 

supply in the City, including more flexibility for local jurisdictions to work together 
to provide housing that counts towards Regional Housing Needs Assessment 
(RHNA) requirements. 

 
 Support FederalFederal and State funding for affordable senior and veteran 

housing opportunities and projects. 
 
 Support continued or expanded funding for the Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) Program. 
 

 Oppose Legislation that would usurp local housing processes and community 
character. 
 

 Support efforts to provide funding mechanisms for developing housing and other 
related infrastructure, as well as funding for effective housing development and 
ownership programs. 
 

 Support efforts to provide funding for grant programs that connect housing with 
employment, recreation, schools, and public services. 
 

 Support legislation and other efforts that improve the quality of life for the residents 
of Merced, including additional funding for arts and cultural activities and events, 
historic, cultural and artistic preservation, and the potential creation of a Downtown 
Arts District. 
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5.  Environmental Sustainability 
 

 Advocate for cost-effective, sustainable, and responsible environmental policy and 
programs in the areas of energy efficiency, greenhouse gases, potable water, 
clean air, and wastewater, solid waste removal and storm water. 

 
 Support legislation protecting, preserving and restoring the natural environment 

where it does not conflict with local control and land use designations. 
 
 Support efforts to create partnerships between the City government, County 

government, School Districts, Water Agencies, other entities, businesses, 
residents and all other community stakeholders as necessary to achieve a 
sustainable community. 

 
 Support funding to foster an energy-efficient, walk-able community that provides 

ample goods, services and benefits to all residents while respecting the local 
environment.  
 

 Support legislation and other efforts that would provide funding and resources to 
address the effects of climate change, including water, flood, drought, wildfire, and 
others. 

 
 
6.  Water and Utilities 
 

 Ensure the State continues to fund the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) capital construction budget for offsetting their requirements to limit their 
total maximum daily load (TMDL) for pollutant discharge.  Encourage Caltrans to 
continue to enter into Cooperative Implementation Agreements with local 
jurisdictions to fund storm water capture and retention projects. 

 
 Ensure the State Water Resources Control Board continues to provide Caltrans a 

Compliance-Based Credit System that includes compliance based on using 
funding to support storm water projects that would meet statewide TMDLs. 

 
 Support legislation for funding storm water infrastructure improvements, including 

building facilities to capture storm water runoff and integrate with local, regional 
and statewide water resources. 

 
 Support legislation that would provide pragmatic compliance in statewide and 

regional National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits. 
 
 Support State and regional efforts to develop avenues for agencies to collect 

revenue to support storm water retention efforts. 
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 Support legislation that would classify storm water as a utility similar to water, 

wastewater and solid waste services. 
 
 Support measures that uphold the ability of locally-elected City Councils to regulate 

and manage their publicly-owned water utility so that local authority is not eroded 
by State or federalFederal agencies, authorities or other regulatory agencies. 

 
 Oppose legislation that adds requirements to provide services that utility 

customers do not value, want or need. 
 
 Support legislation that ensures local ratemaking authority is preserved and 

remains meaningful. 
 
 Support policies that recognize, support and credit the role of water conservation 

and use of efficiency in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
 Support local control of groundwater uses and groundwater rights. 
 
 Support local control for planning management and use of water supplies to 

address local needs and contribute to long-term sustainability. 
 
 Support efforts that seek to bring federalFederal sources of funding to California 

for water infrastructure development and renewable energy development through 
water management. 

 
 Support cost-effective water conservation programs and incentives that are funded 

by the State or federalFederal government. 
 
 Support flexible funding options that will help local communities upgrade and 

replace water and wastewater infrastructure. 
 
 Support legislation for State and FederalFederal funding and permitting for the 

development of local water supplies and water conservation efforts, along with 
additional surface water and groundwater storage and recharge efforts. 

 
 Support legislative and administrative efforts that ensure equitable and transparent 

distribution of funding from Propositions 1 and 68, as well as any future bond 
measures, for water- and wastewater-related projects. 

 
 

7.  Regional Partnerships 
 

 Support legislation in conjunction with Merced County that will result in additional 
funding, services or programs that will benefit City residents including law 
enforcement, homeless housing, veterans support, transportation and mental 
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health services, and work with Merced County to oppose legislation or regulations 
that would cut those services, programs or funding.  

 
 Support legislation working with local educational institutions including the Merced 

City School District, Weaver Union School District, Merced Union High School 
District, Merced County Office of Education, Merced College and the University of 
California, Merced, that will result in additional funding, services or programs that 
will benefit City residents including job training, STEAM teaching and new and 
upgraded facilities. 

 
 Support legislation working with the Merced Irrigation District and other water 

partners that will result in additional funding, services or programs that will benefit 
City residents, including funding groundwater basin studies and floodwater 
mitigation measures, or creating additional water storage.  
 

 Support legislation and other efforts that would assist and finance the City’s future 
plans to establish a program to use reclaimed water from the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.  
 

 Support legislation working with the Continuum of Care and other agencies to 
support those who are facing the challenges of homelessness. 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item I.9. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Stephanie Dietz, Assistant City Manager, City Manager’s Office

SUBJECT: Adoption of Resolution Setting a Public Hearing for March 16, 2020 to Consider the
Work and Expense Report and Any Protest or Objections Thereto for the Abatement Work Done
for 1716 East 23rd Street (Abatement of Public Nuisance and Demolition of Building)

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers setting a public hearing to hear the work and expense report for the abatement work done
for 1716 East 23rd Street.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion adopting Resolution 2020-06, a Resolution of the City Council of the
City of Merced, California, receiving the cost of assessment and report on 1716 (APN 034-063-006)
East 23rd Street, Merced, California, and setting a public hearing thereon for March 16, 2020.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Request additional information and continue to a subsequent date.
2. Modify the recommended action.
3. Disapprove the recommended action.

AUTHORITY
Merced Municipal Code Section 17.16.010.

Chapter 9 of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings:

Section 901 of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings states as
follows:

“The director of public works shall keep an itemized account of the expense incurred by
this jurisdiction in the repair or demolition of any building done pursuant to the
provisions of Section 701.3, Item 3, of this code. Upon the completion of the work of
repair or demolition, said director shall prepare and file with the clerk of this jurisdiction
a report specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost of the work, a description
of the real property upon which the building or structure is or was located, and the
names and addresses of the persons entitled to notice pursuant to Section 401.3.”

Section 902 provides that the clerk shall present the itemized account of the expense to
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the legislative body of the jurisdiction for consideration. The legislative body shall set a
date for a hearing to hear the report and any protests or objections thereto. The clerk
shall cause notice of said hearing and such notice shall be given at least ten days prior
to the date of said hearing.

Section 904 provides that upon the hearing of the matter, the legislative body shall
make any such revision, correction, or modification in the report or the charge as it may
deem just, and shall confirm or reject the report.

Section 905 provides that the legislative body may order the charge be made a
personal obligation of the property owner or assess said charge against the property
involved. If the legislative body opts to make the charge a personal obligation, it shall
direct the attorney for the jurisdiction to collect the amount by use of all appropriate
legal remedies. If the legislative body orders that the charge be assessed against the
property, it shall confirm the assessment, cause it to be recorded on the assessment
roll, and thereafter said assessment shall constitute a special assessment against and
a lien upon the property.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
This action is consistent with the City Council’s priority to address substandard properties within the
City that pose immediate threats to health and public safety.

DISCUSSION
The City has adopted the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings as part of the
Merced Municipal Code at Section 17.16.010. The Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous
Buildings defines what constitutes dangerous buildings and provides a procedure for identifying
dangerous buildings and either making them safe or demolishing them. The Code also provides for
notice of violations to the owner(s) of the property and notice of their appeal rights. Finally, as
described in the “Authority” section of this report, if the City is forced to abate a nuisance condition,
when the abatement is complete, the Code provides for the collection by the City of the costs of
abatement.

History of Abatement of Nuisance on the Property

The subject property was a single-family residence in Merced located at 1716 East 23rd Street,
Assessor’s Parcel Number 034-063-006 (the “Property”). The residence was built sometime around
1952 and at the time of the abatement had existed for several years in an extremely substandard,
hazardous and dilapidated condition. The City initially posted/red-tagged the Property as
uninhabitable and unsafe to enter in 2006; it was reposted as such on multiple occasions over the
past 13 years. The Property was an eyesore constituting blight upon the surrounding neighborhood
and attracting transients for unsafe activities. In February 2017, the Property became the focus of law
and code enforcement efforts.

In October 2017, the Chief Building Official issued a Notice and Order to vacate and demolish the
Property by November 12, 2017, which the Property owner failed to do. On January 2, 2019, a
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second Notice and Order to Abate approximately 29 violations of state and local law was served on
the Property owner. Again, the Property owner ignored the Notice and Order and did not comply or
appeal by the deadlines. On February 20, 2019, upon request of the City, the Merced Superior Court
issued a Warrant to inspect and abate the Property by demolition. The City hired Unruh Bobcat
Service to demolish the Property and abate the nuisances. On March 7, 2019, the City demolished
the single-family residence on the Property pursuant to and in accordance with the Uniform Code for
the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings. Additionally, all other trash and debris was removed, leaving
a clean and vacant lot.

Since March 2019, the Property owner has lived out of a tent on the Property. Over the past ten
months, City Code Enforcement has cited the Property owner for several violations of state and local
law, and police have responded to seventeen calls regarding the Property. To date, the Property
remains unsecured and beset with trash, debris, discarded appliances, mattresses, and fire hazards.
It is an eyesore and a blight on the neighborhood. The Property continues to deteriorate and is an
attractive nuisance to outsiders who may enter it and be subject to serious risk of harm given the
Property’s unsafe and unsanitary conditions. On November 19, 2019, the Chief Building Official
issued a Notice and Order to abate the public nuisances on the Property. The Property owner was
given until January 19, 2020 to comply, which he failed to do. The City will seek a court ordered
receivership in the near future.

The City has expended funds for the cost of demolition, for staff time involved in the inspections of
the building, for police calls to the Property, and the process of obtaining authority from the court to
abate the nuisance on the Property. There were additional costs for staff time responding to
complaints and citing the continuing violations on the Property post-demolition. All expenditures are
set forth in Attachment “1” hereto.

As addressed in the “Authority” section of this report, if the City wishes to recover its costs with
regard to the abatement, the City Council must review and approve the accounting of the costs
presented after a public hearing and after hearing any protests or objections to the cost accounting.
The City Council may make changes it deems to be just.  Once the City Council has approved the
cost report and the charge based thereon, the City Council may order that the charge be made a
special assessment and lien against the Property.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Cost Assessment Report - Public Nuisance Abatement by the City of Merced Pertaining to 1716
East 23rd Street
2.  Resolution to Schedule Hearing of Costs Assessment Report
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020 -__ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF MERCED, CALIFORNIA, 
RECEIVING THE COST OF ASSESSMENT AND 
REPORT ON 1716 (APN 034-063-006) East 23RD 
STREET, MERCED, CALIFORNIA, AND 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING THEREON FOR 
MARCH 16, 2020 

WHEREAS, The Director of Public Works is required to keep an itemized 
account of expense incurred by the City of Merced in the repair or demolition of 
any building done pursuant to the provisions of Section 701.2, Item 3, of the 
Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings; and, 

WHEREAS, The itemized account of expense relating to the nuisance 
abatement (demolition) at 1716 (APN 034-063-006) East 23rd Street, Merced, 
California has been prepared and filed with the City Clerk; and, 

WHEREAS, Said report complies with the requirements of Section 90 I of 
the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings; and, 

WHEREAS, A public hearing on said report is proposed for March 16, 
2020. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MERCED DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. A public hearing is hereby set for Monday, March 16, 2020 at 
6:00 p.m. to consider any protests or objections presented regarding the subject 
matter of this report. The City Clerk is hereby directed to give notice hereof in 
accordance with Section 902 of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous 
Buildings, by posting notice on the property involved, publishing once in a 
newspaper of general circulation in this jurisdiction, and serving by certified mail, 
postage prepaid, addressed to the owner of the property as the owner's name 
appears on the last equalized assessment roll of the county, if such so appears, or as 
known to the clerk. Such notice shall be given at least IO days prior to the date set 
for the hearing. 
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SECTION 2. Any person interested in or affected by the proposed 

accounting of expense may file written protests or objections with the City Clerk at 
any time prior to the time set for the hearing on the report of the director, in 
accordance with Section 903 of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous 

Buildings. The City Clerk shall present such protests or objections to the City 
Council at the time set for the hearing, and no other protests or objections shall be 
considered. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Merced at a 
regular meeting held on the __ day of ______ , 2020, by the following 

called vote: 

AYES: Council Members: 

NOES: Council Members: 

ABSTAIN: Council Members: 

ABSENT: Council Members: 

ATTEST: 

STEVE CARRIGAN, CITY CLERK 

BY: 
-------------

Assistant/Deputy City Clerk 

(SEAL) 

City Attorney Date 

APPROVED: 

Mayor 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item J.1. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Michael Hren, Principal Planner, Development Services Department, Planning Division

SUBJECT: Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to Chapter 2.52, “Bicycle Advisory
Commission” of the Merced Municipal Code to Expand the Role of the Bicycle Advisory
Commission to Include all Modes of Active Transportation

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers the expansion of the Merced Bicycle Advisory Commission’s scope to include all modes of
Active Transportation, in accordance with the recommendations made in the City’s adopted Active
Transportation and Safe-Routes-to-School Plan.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion introducing Ordinance 2513, an Ordinance of the City Council of the
City of Merced, California, amending Chapter 2.52, “Bicycle Advisory Commission” of the Merced
Municipal Code.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended by the Bicycle Advisory Commission and staff; or,
2. Approve subject to modifications as specified by the City Council; or,
3. Deny; or,
4. Refer back to staff for reconsideration of specific items (specific items to be addressed in the
motion).
5. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Merced Municipal Code Section 13.38.040

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Traffic and Pedestrian safety, as well as Safe Routes to School - Childs Ave., are listed as elements
of Priority 4- Local Streets.

DISCUSSION
As a result of the ongoing discussion of the Bicycle Advisory Commission regarding its scope and
jurisdiction, Caltrans’ support for Active Transportation as a whole, and per the recommendation of
the adopted City of Merced Active Transportation and Safe-Routes-to-School Plan, staff has provided
a draft Ordinance expanding the role of the Bicycle Advisory Commission to include all modes of
Active Transportation. This change would allow for a more holistic approach to the Commission’s
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review of the City’s Active Transportation needs, particularly as those needs pertain to pedestrian
activity and other active modes that are currently beyond its jurisdiction, which presently only
includes bicycle-related matters.

The proposed Ordinance also expands the non-voting ex-officio positions from two to four, in order to
allow for more experts from local schools, organizations representing individuals with disabilities, and
organizations supporting other Active Transportation modes to take part in the Commission’s duties
to advise the City Council. The proposed Ordinance also modifies the structure of the newly renamed
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission to include District representation, in keeping with the
practices of the City Council and other Commissions in the City.

On October 22, 2019, the Bicycle Advisory Commission voted to recommend the draft Ordinance to
the City Council, 4-0.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No appropriation of funds is needed.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Draft Ordinance
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2.52.030 Terms. 

A. In accordance with Section 702 of the Charter, the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission Members 
shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their 
respective successors are appointed and qualified.

B. Notwithstanding subsection A of Section 2.52.020 
of this Code, the existing Members of the Bicycle 
Advisory Commission shall continue their appointed 
terms as Members of the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Commission, regardless of the District of their 
residence. If the single Member serving at-large is 
insufficient to cover any overlapping Districts of 
residence, the overlapping Members shall, upon the first 
meeting following the enactment of this Ordinance, 
determine which Member is serving the District of their 
residence and which will serve as an at-large 
representative for a District without an existing 
representative until the end of their term. 

2.52.040 Meetings. 

Regular Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
meetings shall be held on the fourth Tuesday of every 
even numbered month during normal City business hours 
or as otherwise set by Resolution of the City Council. 
The meetings shall be conducted in accordance with 
Section 704 of the Charter. 

2.52.050 Officials. 

A. In accordance with Section 704 of the Charter, the
Members of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Commission shall as soon as practical following the first
day of July, organize by electing two (2) of the seven (7)
voting Members to serve as Chair and Vice-Chair at the
pleasure of the Commission.

B. Notwithstanding subsection A of this Section, the
Members of the existing Bicycle Advisory Commission

3 
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item K.1. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

Report Prepared by: Venus Rodriguez, Finance Officer

SUBJECT: Mid-Year Budget Review for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Including Requests for Approval of
General Fund Supplemental Appropriations and Budget Amendments in Various Funds Totaling
$214,500

REPORT IN BRIEF
Presents the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Mid-Year Financial Report and seeks approval for General Fund
Supplemental Appropriations and Budget Amendments in Various Funds totaling $214,500.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion:

A. Approving a Supplemental Appropriation from the unreserved, unencumbered General Fund
balance in the amount of $14,500, transferring to Fund 024 Parks and Community Services and
appropriating the same; and,

B. Approving a Supplemental Appropriation from the unreserved, unencumbered General Fund
balance in the amount of $200,000, transferring to Fund 666 Workers Compensation and
appropriating the same.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Approve, as recommended; or
2. Approve, subject to other than recommended (identify specific findings and/or conditions amended
to be addressed in the motion; or
3. Deny; or
4. Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 1105.

DISCUSSION
The purpose of this agenda item is to provide the City Council with a reconciliation on how the City
ended Fiscal Year 2018-19, a General Fund update for the current Fiscal Year 2019-20, and to
request changes to the budget due to needs that have been identified since the budget was adopted
on June 17, 2019.
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Beginning Fund Balance July 1, 2019

The table below reflects the Fiscal Year 19-20 adopted budget assumptions compared to actual fund
balance at June 30, 2019.

 Fund FY 2019-20 Actual
Beginning Balance

FY 2019-20 Beginning
Budget Balance

Savings or
(Deficit)

 General Fund  $10,945,139  $9,280,900  $1,664,239

 Development
Services

  $1,548,903   $1,227,174   $321,729

 Parks & Community
Services

            $236             $0         $236

 Airport  $(19)           $0       $(19)

 Measure C  $2,201,091  $1,561,071  $   640,020

Fiscal Year 2019-20

The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2019-20 budget for all funds on June 17, 2019.
Subsequent to the budget adoption, there have been several actions approved by the City Council
that affected the budget.

General Fund Expenditures

The City Council has approved revenue increases of $2,017,454 with equal offsetting expenditures.
In addition, there has been $55,000 in Supplemental Appropriations for the following:

Outside Attorney Legal Services $ 30,000
Applegate Park MOAT Rehabilitation    25,000

Total $ 55,000

MID-YEAR RECOMMENDATIONS

General Fund Supplemental Appropriations:

Parks and Community Services

During the February 3, 2020 City Council meeting, the Council directed staff to include an
appropriation for a Block Party Trailer through the Mid-Year budget process.  The trailer is to be
utilized in different neighborhoods of the City to create community unity and outreach.  The
supplemental appropriation includes a one-time purchase of $10,000 for the trailer, popcorn and
snow cone machines, portable generator, yard games, first aid kit, tables, and chairs.  The additional
$4,500 will be for on-going costs of supplies through the end of the fiscal year.  On-going costs are
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estimated to be $9,000 annually and will be included in the Parks and Recreation department budget
process in future years.

Worker’s Compensation

The City of Merced’s Workers’ Compensation program is a self-funded plan.  During the annual
budget process, the Support Services department works with the City Attorney’s office and Finance to
estimate needs of existing claims and pending settlements to recommend funding for this program.
During this fiscal year and last fiscal year, the City has experienced higher than anticipated workers’
compensation claims activity. The Fiscal Year 2019-20 Workers Compensation budget is $2.3 million.
As of the end of January 2020 we should be at approximately 58% of the budget but have expended
71% of the budget.  Through the completion of analysis, we have determined that in order to get us
through the rest of the fiscal year the Workers Compensation program will need an additional
$200,000.

Total General Fund Supplemental Appropriations:

Block Party Trailer   $ 14,500
Worker’s Compensation    200,000

Total $214,500
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item L.1. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

REPORT IN BRIEF
Provides members of the City Council to request that an item be placed on a future City Council
agenda for initial consideration by the City Council.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

Agenda Item L.2. Meeting Date: 2/18/2020

SUBJECT: City Council Comments

REPORT IN BRIEF
Provides an opportunity for the Mayor and/or Council Member(s) to make a brief announcement on
any activity(ies) she/he has attended on behalf of the City and to make a brief announcement on
future community events and/or activities.  The Brown Act does not allow discussion or action by the
legislative body under this section.
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