
CITY OF MERCED

Meeting Agenda

Merced Civic Center

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

Recreation & Parks Commission

City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Merced Civic 

Center, 678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA  95340
5:30 PMMonday, October 26, 2020

NOTICE TO PUBLIC

WELCOME

At least 72 hours prior to each regular Board/Commission meeting, a complete agenda packet 

is available for review on the City's website at www.cityofmerced.org or at the City Clerk's Office, 

678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA 95340.  All public records relation to an open session item that 

are distributed to a majority of the Commission will be available for public inspection at the City 

Clerk's Office during regular business hours.

PUBLIC COMMENT: OBTAIN SPEAKER CARD FROM THE BOARD/COMMISSION 

CLERK

Members of the audience who wish to address the Commission are requested to complete a 

speaker card available at the podium against the right-hand side of the Council Chamber.  

Please submit the completed card to the Board/Commission Clerk before the item is called, 

preferably before the meeting begins.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Accommodation for individuals with disabilities may be arranged by contacting the City Clerk at 

(209) 388-8650.  Assisted hearing devices are available for meetings held in the Council 

Chamber.

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

C. ROLL CALL

D. PUBLIC COMMENT

Members of the public who wish to speak on any matter not listed on the agenda may speak 

during this portion of the meeting and will be allotted 3 minutes.  State law prohibits the 

Board/Commission from acting at this meeting on any matter raised during the public comment 

period.  Members of the public who wish to speak on a matter that is listed on the agenda will be 

called upon to speak during discussion of that item.

E. CONSENT CALENDAR
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Adoption of the Consent Calendar may be made by one motion of the Board/Commission, 

provided that any Member, individual, or organization may request removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar for separate consideration.  If a request for removal of an item from the 

Consent Calendar has been received, the item will be discussed and voted on separately.

E.1. 20-565 SUBJECT: Adoption and Filing of Recreation and Park Commission 

Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2020

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Recreation and Park Commission Meeting Minutes of September 28, 

2020.

RECOMMENDATION 

Recreation and Park Commission - Adopt a motion approving and 

filing the Recreation and Park Commission Meeting Minutes of September 

28, 2020.

F. REPORTS

F.1. 20-642 SUBJECT: Presentation and Discussion Regarding the Powers and 

Duties of the Recreation and Parks Commission per Section 712 of 

the Charter, Additional Requirements and Powers of Boards and 

Commissions in General per Section 704 of the Charter, Rules and 

Regulations Prescribed by and Governing the City Council Which are 

Applicable to Boards and Commission per Section 704 of the Charter, 

and Obtaining Information to Perform the Powers and Duties of the 

Recreation and Parks Commission

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Presentation and Discussion Regarding the Powers and Duties of the 

Recreation and Parks Commission

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed.

F.2. 20-640 SUBJECT: Staff Update on the Request for Interest Process for 

McNamara Youth Center and Stephen Leonard Youth Center and 

Contract Extensions with the Currently Lessees, Symple Equazion and 

Soccer Academy of Merced, Inc., through June 2021

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Staff update on McNamara Youth Center and Stephen Leonard Youth 

Center Contracts
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RECOMMENDATION 

Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion extending the 

current leases for McNamara Youth Center and Stephen Leonard Youth 

Center to June of 2021, and begin the request for interest process for both 

centers in March 2021.

F.3. 20-666 SUBJECT: Update from the Participatory Budgeting Ad Hoc Committee 

and Make Recommendation to the City Council on the Budget Process

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Update from the last meeting of the Participatory Budgeting Ad Hoc 

Committee

RECOMMENDATION 

Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion making a 

recommendation to City Council.

G. BUSINESS

G.1. 20-606 SUBJECT: Discussion Regarding Recommendations in the Parks and 

Open Space Master Plan and Mini-Parks

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on Mini-Parks

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed

G.2. 20-604 SUBJECT: Discussion Regarding Parks Without Names Including the 

Parks Located at 11th and H Street and 12th and G Street, and Parks 

Without Formal Names Including Hansen and Circle Drive Park

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on Parks Without Names

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed.

G.3. 20-625 SUBJECT: Discussion on Setting Goals and Priorities for the 

Recreation and Parks Commission

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion to set goals and priorities for the Recreation and Parks 

Commission.
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RECOMMENDATION 

Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion setting goals and 

priorities for the Recreation and Parks Commission.

G.4. 20-622 SUBJECT: Needs Assessment Survey for Parks and Recreation 

Programming

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on a potential process to evaluate Parks and Recreation 

programming. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed.

G.5. 20-624 SUBJECT: Discussion and Recommendation to the City Council on 

Ways of Making Parks More Youth Friendly

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on making parks more youth friendly.

RECOMMENDATION 

Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion recommending to 

city council specific changes to make parks more youth friendly.

G.6. 20-627 SUBJECT: Request to Add Item to Future Agenda

REPORT IN BRIEF

Provides members of the Boards/Commissions to request that an item be 

placed on a future Boards/Commissions agenda for initial consideration by 

the Boards/Commissions.

G.7. 20-628 SUBJECT: Commission Comments

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Provides an opportunity for the Chair and/or Member(s) to make a brief 

announcement on any activity(ies) she/he has attended on behalf of the 

Commssion and to make a brief announcement on future community 

events and/or activities.  The Brown Act does not allow discussion or 

action by the legislative body under this section. 

H.  ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-565 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Adoption and Filing of Recreation and Park Commission Meeting Minutes of September
28, 2020

REPORT IN BRIEF
Recreation and Park Commission Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2020.

RECOMMENDATION
Recreation and Park Commission - Adopt a motion approving and filing the Recreation and Park
Commission Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2020.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  September 28, 2020
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Merced Civic Center

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA  95340

CITY OF MERCED

Minutes

Recreation & Parks Commission

5:30 PMMonday, September 28, 2020

A.  CALL TO ORDER

Chair HUITRON called the Recreation and Parks Commission meeting to 

order at 5:30 PM.

B.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

C.  ROLL CALL

Ralph Morris, Eric Moore, Norma Cardona, Chairperson Valente  Huitron, Justin 

Anderson and Vice Chair Doug Piuser

Present: 6 - 

Yesenia CurielAbsent: 1 - 

D.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

E.  CONSENT CALENDAR

E.1. SUBJECT: Adoption and Filing of Recreation and Park Commission 

Meeting Minutes of August 24, 2020

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Recreation and Park Commission Meeting Minutes of August 24, 2020.

RECOMMENDATION 

Recreation and Park Commission - Adopt a motion approving and 

filing the Recreation and Park Commission Meeting Minutes of August 24, 

2020.

A motion was made by Member Cardona, seconded by Member Anderson, that 

this agenda item be approved. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Member Moore

Member Cardona

Huitron

Member Anderson

Vice Chair Piuser

5 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Member Curiel1 - 
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Abstain: Member Morris1 - 

F.  REPORTS

F.1. SUBJECT: Brown Act Training to be Presented by the City Attorney’s 

Office

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Training presentation on the Brown Act

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed

City Attorney Phaedra NORTON gave a presentation on provisions in the 

Brown Act.

Chair HUITRON and Commissioner MOORE asked clarifying questions. 

Information only- no action taken.

F.2. SUBJECT: Update from the Ad Hoc Park Site Selection Committee 

Regarding Adding Three (3) Additional Park Site Options for the 

Proposition 68 Grant and Re-prioritization of Parks Priority List 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Update from the last meeting of the Ad Hoc Park Site Selection Committee

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only- no action needed 

Recreation Supervisor, Jennifer ARELLANO gave an update from the last 

meeting of the ad hoc Park Site Selection Committee.

Information only- no action taken.

G.  BUSINESS

G.1. SUBJECT: Discussion on Setting Commission Goals and Priorities

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion to set goals and priorities for the Recreation and Parks 

Commission.

RECOMMENDATION 
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Make a motion to set goals and priorities for the Recreation and Parks 

Commission.

Commissioner CARDONA discussed 3 goals for the Commission to 

adopt. 

Commissioner MOORE offered an additional suggestion.

Interim City Manager Stephanie Dietz suggested the Commission bring a 

recommendation to City Council in January. 

Commissioners discussed the options and asked to continue this item to 

the next meeting.

G.2. SUBJECT: Needs Assessment Survey for Parks and Recreation 

Programming

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on a potential process to evaluate Parks and Recreation 

programming. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed.

Commissioner Cardona asked for commissioners to keep in mind the 

different types of parks when reviewing this item at the next meeting.

Commissioner Piuser asked how many types of parks the City has.

A motion was made by Member Moore, seconded by Member Anderson, that this 

agenda item be tabled. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Member Morris

Member Moore

Member Cardona

Huitron

Member Anderson

Vice Chair Piuser

6 - 
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No: 0   

Absent: Member Curiel1 - 

G.3. SUBJECT: Discussion on the Use of Participatory Budgeting for 

Measure Y Revenue and Making a Recommendation to the City 

Council for Budgeting Future Measure Y Revenues

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on the possibility of using a participatory budgeting process for 

the Measure Y revenue.

RECOMMENDATION 

Discuss participatory budgeting and make a motion to make a 

recommendation to city council for budgeting future Measure Y revenues.

Commissioner CARDONA gave a presentation on a participatory 

budgeting process.

Commissioners asked questions and discussed the possibility of using a 

participatory budgeting process for the Measure Y Revenue allocated to 

Parks and Recreation.

Interim City Manager Stephanie DIETZ clarified processes for Measure Y 

revenue and suggested the Commission make a recommendation to City 

Council.

City Council member Anthony MARTINEZ discussed his perspective on the 

matter as a City Council member.

Interim City Manager Stephanie DIETZ suggested the Commission 

establish a sub-committee to develop the idea more fully to recommend to 

City Council during the budgeting process.

A motion was made by Chairperson Huitron, seconded by Member Moore, that 

the Commission establish a sub-committee with Commissioner Cardona, Vice 

Chair Piuser, and Commissioner Curiel, to develop a proposal for a participatory 

budgeting process for Measure Y Revenue to recommend to City Council. The 

motion carried by the following vote:
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Aye: Member Morris

Member Moore

Member Cardona

Huitron

Member Anderson

Vice Chair Piuser

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Member Curiel1 - 

G.4. SUBJECT: Discussion and Recommendation to the City Council on 

Ways of Making Parks More Youth Friendly

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on making parks more youth friendly.

RECOMMENDATION 

Make a motion to recommend to city council specific changes to make 

parks more youth friendly.

A motion was made by Member Cardona, seconded by Member Anderson, that 

this agenda item be tabled. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Member Morris

Member Moore

Member Cardona

Huitron

Member Anderson

Vice Chair Piuser

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Member Curiel1 - 

G.6. SUBJECT: Discussion on Sports Park Usage Policy

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on a sports park usage policy suggested by Merced Soccer 

Association

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed.

Clerk's Note: This item was moved up in the agenda at the request of 

Interim City Manager, Stephanie DIETZ.

Chair HUITRON recused himself from this item due to his involvement with 

Merced Youth Soccer Association.
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Parks and Recreation Director, Joey CHAVEZ gave a brief presentation 

on the current sports park usage policy and field usage agreements.

Commissioners asked questions and discussed some potential alternate 

options.

Jovan PULIDO, President of Merced Youth Soccer Association, Merced- 

discussed his request for a new policy.

Interim City Manager Stephanie DIETZ suggested Staff would draft up 

some potential new policies for turf and grass fields.

Information only- no action taken.

G.5. SUBJECT: Discussion Regarding the Feasibility of Utilizing the Senior 

Center as a Youth Center After the Conclusion of all Senior 

Programming

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Discussion on the feasibility of using the Senior Center after hours as a 

youth center.

RECOMMENDATION 

Information only-no action needed.

Commissioner Cardona discussed the possibility of utilizing the Senior 

Center as a youth center for teens.

Parks and Recreation Director, Joey CHAVEZ, Recreation Supervisor, 

Michelle REID, and Recreation Supervisor, Jennifer ARELLANO spoke on 

the history and usage of the Senior Center, and discussed why the option 

was not feasible.

Commissioners asked questions of STAFF.

Information only- no action taken.

G.7. SUBJECT: Provide Direction to Staff for Use of Stephen Leonard and 

McNamara Youth Centers After the Current Contracts Expire 

Including, but not Limited to, Renewing Contracts with Current Tenants, 

Conducting A Request for Interest for Use of the Centers, or Making a 

Recommendation that Staff Offer Programming at one of the Sites 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

Considers making a motion to direct staff on how to proceed with expiring 
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leases at Stephen Leonard and McNamara Youth Centers.

RECOMMENDATION 

Make a motion recommending how to proceed with expiring leases at 

Stephen Leonard and McNamara Youth Centers.

Parks and Recreation Director, Joey CHAVEZ spoke about the current 

contracts for the McNamara and Stephen Leonard Youth Centers. 

Commissioners discussed several options for the centers and asked 

questions of STAFF. 

A motion was made by Member Moore, seconded by Vice Chair Piuser, that the 

Stephen Leonard and McNamara Youth Centers be opened up to a Request for 

Interest process for the next lease term, and to make a recommendation for such 

to City Council. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Member Morris

Member Moore

Member Cardona

Huitron

Member Anderson

Vice Chair Piuser

6 - 

No: 0   

Absent: Member Curiel1 - 

H.  ADJOURNMENT

The Recreation and Parks Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:40 

PM.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-642 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Presentation and Discussion Regarding the Powers and Duties of the Recreation and
Parks Commission per Section 712 of the Charter, Additional Requirements and Powers of
Boards and Commissions in General per Section 704 of the Charter, Rules and Regulations
Prescribed by and Governing the City Council Which are Applicable to Boards and Commission
per Section 704 of the Charter, and Obtaining Information to Perform the Powers and Duties of
the Recreation and Parks Commission

REPORT IN BRIEF
Presentation and Discussion Regarding the Powers and Duties of the Recreation and Parks
Commission

RECOMMENDATION
Information only-no action needed.

DISCUSSION
At the August 24, 2020, Recreation and Parks Commission meeting, Commissioner Moore requested
an item to discuss the subpoena process at a future meeting. This item responds to Commissioner
Moore’s request and provides additional information regarding the following:

1. The specific powers and duties of the Commission;
2. General rules and regulations applicable to boards and commissions, including the

power to compel attendance of witnesses, examine them under oath, and compel the
production of evidence before them; and

3. Obtaining information to perform the powers and duties of the Commission

1. Specific Powers and Duties of the Commission - Section 712 of the Charter

The Recreation and Parks Commissions Powers and Duties are set forth in the City of Merced
Charter.  Section 712 of the Charter provides as follows:

The Recreation and Parks Commission shall have power to:

A.  Act in an advisory capacity to the City Council in all matters pertaining to recreation and
parks;
B.  Consider the annual budget for recreation and parks during the process of its preparation
and make recommendations with respect thereto to the City Manager and the City Council;
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and,
C.  Assist in the planning of a recreation program for the inhabitants of the City, promote and
stimulate public interest therein, and to that end, solicit to the fullest extent possible the
cooperation of school authorities and other public and private agencies interested therein.

2. General Powers Applicable to Boards and Commissions - Section 704 of the Charter

Section 704 of the Charter provides additional requirements and powers of the boards and
commissions and provides in part as follows:

. . .A majority of the entire membership of such board or commission shall constitute a quorum
to conduct business. The affirmative vote of a majority of the quorum present shall be
necessary for the board or commission to take action unless otherwise required by an
applicable statute.

The City Manager shall designate a secretary to record the minutes for each of such boards
and commissions, and to keep a record of its proceedings and transactions. The boards and
commissions shall follow the rules and regulations prescribed by and governing the City
Council, copies of which shall be kept on file in the Office of the City Clerk where they shall be
available for public inspection. The boards and commissions shall have the same power as
the City Council to compel the attendance of witnesses, to examine them under oath and to
compel the production of evidence before them. . . .

Section 410 of the Charter provides as follows:

. . .The City Council shall have the power and authority to compel the attendance of witnesses,
to examine them under oath and to compel the production of evidence before it. Subpoenas
may be issued in the name of the City and be attested by the City Clerk. . .

On July 31, 2020, an e-mail was sent to all Commissioners specifically addressing the authority of
the Commission to compel the attendance of witnesses, to examine witnesses under oath and to
compel the production of evidence before the Commission, attached.

Any request for issuance of a subpoena should be directed to your Recreation and Parks Department
staff.  Staff will in turn submit a Legal Service Request to the City Attorney’s Office for review and
appropriate action, if any.

3. General Rules and Regulations Applicable to Boards and Commission - Section 704 of the
Charter

Rules and Regulations prescribed by and governing the Council which, according to Section 704 of
the Charter, shall be followed by the boards and commissions include Policy C-1 and Resolution
2018-78, attached.

Council Policy C-1 provides the procedure related to how members of the Commission and public
have items placed on an agenda.  In addition, Resolution 2018-78, in part, identifies the Values
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Statement of the Council and indicates that all other Boards and Commissions of the City shall strive
to comply with the same.

4. Obtaining Information to Perform the Powers and Duties of the Commission

Staffing for the Commission is provided by the Recreation and Parks Department.  In order to obtain
information related to your Powers and Duties as a Recreation and Parks Commissioner, please
make the request to your staff.
If there is a request for documents that fall outside the Scope of the Powers and Duties of the
Recreation and Parks Commission as set forth in Charter Section 712, please feel free to submit a
public records act request to the City Clerk’s Office.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Email message July 31, 2020
2.  Council Policy C-1
3.  Resolution 2018-78
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ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

SUBJECT: HOW MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE 
PUBLIC HA VE ITEMS PLACED ON THE CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA 

C-1 

EFFECTIVE: February 1, 2016 (Replaces policy dated 9/2/75, 10/10/94, 
1/1/05 and 2/19/13) 

PURPOSE: 

To establish a clear, effective, and easily understood process for 
Members of the City Council and the public to have items placed on the City 
Council agenda for consideration. 

POLICY: 

A. Members of the City Council: 

During the "City Council Comments" portion of the City Council 
agenda, any Member of the City Council may request that an item be placed 
on a future City Council agenda for initial consideration by the City Council. 
No motion, second, or vote or other action shall be required of the City 
Council to have the item placed on a future City Council agenda so long as 
the item is to be on an agenda thirty or more days later. If a City Council 
Member desires to add an item to a future agenda in less than 30 days, this 
shall require a motion, second, and a simple majority vote of the City 
Council. The vote to expedite the item is simply to consider the item on an 
expedited basis and not an expression of support or non-support on the 
merits thereof. 

B. Members of the Public: 

Members of the public shall be provided with three opportunities to 
have an item placed on the City Council agenda for consideration, consistent 
with the State's open meeting law ("Brown Act"). 



Administrative Policy No. C-1 
February 1, 2016 
Pa ge I 2 

1. Oral Communications: 

Any member of the public may raise any issue within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the City Council during the "Oral Communications" 
section of the City Council's regular meeting agenda and any special 
meeting agenda when Oral Communications is listed on the special meeting 
agenda. After an item is raised by a member of the public, if any Member of 
the City Council desires to have the item scheduled for further consideration 
by the entire City Council at least thirty days following the item being 
raised, the Member shall request the item to be placed on a future agenda 
which shall occur if at least one other Member of the City Council concurs 
with the request. If the requesting City Council Member and the concurring 
City Council Member desire to add an item to a future agenda in less than 30 
days, this shall require a motion, second, and a simple majority vote of the 
City Council. The vote to expedite the item is simply to consider the item 
on an expedited basis and not an expression of support or non-support on the 
merits thereof. 

2. Written Petitions and Communications: 

Any member of the public may submit a letter(s), written petition(s), 
or other form of writing raising any issue or item within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the City Council during the "Written Petitions and 
Communications" section of the City Council's regular meeting agenda. 
After an item is raised by a member of the public in a letter, written petition, 
or other form of writing, if any Member of the City Council desires to have 
the item scheduled for further consideration by the entire City Council at 
least thirty days following the item being raised, the Member shall request 
the item to be placed on a future agenda which shall occur if at least one 
other Member of the City Council concurs with the request. If the 
requesting City Council Member and the concurring City Council Member 
desire to add an item to a future agenda in less than 30 days, this shall 
require a motion, second, and a simple majority vote of the City Council. 
The vote to expedite the item is simply to consider the item on an expedited 
basis and not an expression of support or non-support on the merits thereof. 
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3. City Council Comments: 

The third way a member of the public may have an item placed on the 
City Council agenda is to contact a Member of the City Council individually 
and seek his or her support to sponsor the item under the "City Council 
Comments" section of the agenda. This will require the individual City 
Council Member to utilize the process set out in Section A of this policy. 

PROCEDURES: 

A. Members of the City Council: 

Other than the transmittal report substantially in the form of 
Attachment "A" hereto, no work on an item added by a Member of the City 
Council shall be undertaken by City staff, including but not limited to, fiscal 
review, legal review, and policy review for consistency with existing City 
policies, until the City Council has had the opportunity to provide direction 
as provided herein. For the purposes of this section, work will be defined as 
generating, compiling, analyzing, researching, or writing new information, 
new policies, laws or plans and specifically excludes meetings or discussions 
with the city manager and department heads jointly to obtain their comments 
on a Council Member requested item, for example. However, the City 
Council Member requesting that the item be added shall have the right and 
privilege of submitting a letter or memorandum (and any other related 
materials) describing their item and the reasons therefore which shall be 
included in the City Council agenda packet so long as the letter or 
memorandum ( and any other related materials) is submitted to the City 
Manager/City Clerk at least one week prior to the City Council meeting. 
Any other Member of the City Council or the public may also submit written 
materials on the item which shall be included in the City Council agenda 
packet by sending the same to the City Manager/City Clerk at least one week 
prior to the City Council meeting. If any letter or memorandum (and any 
other related materials) is submitted to the City Manager/City Clerk through 
the use of email, it is understood that the email should not be copied to other 
Members of the City Council in order to avoid inadvertent violations of the 
Brown Act by replies indicating support or opposition outside of the City 
Council meeting itself. 
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At the meeting where the item is first considered, if a majority of the 
City Council supports further study of the item, then a full staff analysis 
shall be prepared thereafter for consideration by the City Council. The date 
set for further consideration shall be set in light of legal notice requirements, 
City Council priorities, the urgency of the item, and the advice of the City 
Manager and staff as to its impact on the timing of existing work and/or 
projects of the City. 

B. Members of the Public: 

1. Oral Communications: 

Other than the transmittal report substantially in the form of 
Attachment "B" hereto, no work on an item requested at Oral 
Communications by a member of the public and added by two City Council 
Members shall be undertaken by City staff, including but not limited to, 
fiscal review, legal review, and policy review for consistency with existing 
City policies until the City Council has had the opportunity to provide 
direction as provided herein. However, the City Council Member requesting 
that the item be added and the concurring City Council Member shall have 
the right and privilege of submitting a letter or memorandum (and any other 
related materials) describing the item and the reasons therefore which shall 
be included in the City Council agenda packet so long as the letter or 
memorandum ( and any other related materials) is submitted to the City 
Manager/City Clerk at least one week prior to the City Council meeting. 
Any other Member of the City Council or any member of the public may 
also submit written materials on the item which shall be included in the City 
Council agenda packet by sending the same to the City Manager/City Clerk 
at least one week prior to the City Council meeting. If any letter or 
memorandum ( and any other related materials) is submitted to the City 
Manager/City Clerk through the use of email, it is understood that the email 
should not be copied to other Members of the City Council in order to avoid 
inadvertent violations of the Brown Act by replies indicating support or 
opposition outside of the City Council meeting itself. 

At the meeting where the item is first considered, if a majority of the 
City Council supports further study of the item, then a full staff analysis 
shall be prepared thereafter for consideration by the City Council. The date 
set for further consideration shall be set in light of legal notice requirements, 
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City Council priorities, the urgency of the matter, and the advice of the City 
Manager and staff as to its impact on the timing of existing work and/or 
projects of the City. 

2. Written Petitions and Communications: 

Other than the transmittal report substantially in the form of 
Attachment "C" hereto, no work on an item requested at Written Petitions 
and Communications by a member of the public and added by two City 
Council Members shall be undertaken by City staff, including but not 
limited to, fiscal review, legal review, and policy review for consistency 
with existing City policies until the City Council has had the opportunity to 
provide direction as provided herein. However, the City Council Member 
requesting that the item be added and the concurring City Council Member 
shall have the right and privilege of submitting a letter or memorandum ( and 
any other related materials) describing the item and the reasons therefore 
which shall be included in the City Council agenda packet so long as the 
letter or memorandum ( and any other related materials) is submitted to the 
City Manager/City Clerk at least one week prior to the City Council 
meeting. Any other Member of the City Council or any member of the 
public may also submit written materials on the matter which shall be 
included in the City Council agenda packet by sending the same to the City 
Manager/City Clerk at least one week prior to the City Council meeting. If 
any letter or memorandum (and any other related materials) is submitted to 
the City Manager/City Clerk through the use of email, it is understood that 
the email should not be copied to other Members of the City Council in 
order to avoid inadvertent violations of the Brown Act by replies indicating 
support or opposition outside of the City Council meeting itself. 

At the meeting where the item is first considered, if a majority of the 
City Council supports further study of the item, then a full staff analysis 
shall be prepared thereafter for consideration by the City Council. The date 
set for further consideration shall be set in light of legal notice requirements, 
City Council priorities, the urgency of the item, and the advice of the City 
Manager and staff as to its impact on the timing of existing work and/or 
projects of the City. 
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3. City Council Comments: 

If an item raised by a member of the public is presented by a Member 
of the City Council during the City Council Comments section of the City 
Council agenda, the item shall be treated as if it was a request to add an item 
to the City Council agenda by a Member of the City Council as set forth in 
Section A above. 

Attachments: 

APPROVED: 

Steven S. Carrigan 
City Manager 

A. Sample Administrative Staff Report- City Council Member Request 
to Add Item 

B. Sample Administrative Staff Report-City Council Members Request 
to Add Item Raised During Oral Communications 

C. Sample Administrative Staff Report-City Council Members Request 
to Add Item Raised During Written Petitions & Communications 



THREE WAYS TO PLACE ISSUES OR CONCERNS ON THE 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

The City Council and City Sta.ff value your opinion and want to hear your concerns. 
There are three ways to present an issue or concern to the City Council: 

(1) Oral Communications** 

• Fill out a "Request to Speak" card before the City Council meeting. 
• Turn it in to a City Clerk at the meeting. 
• You will have 3-5 minutes to speak. 
• "Request to Speak" cards are available at the City Council Meeting and also at 

http: //www.cityofmcrced.org/depts /cityclerk/dcfuult.asp. 

(2) Written Petition and Communications** 

• Submit a letter(s) or written petition(s) to City Council 
• If a letter or petition arrives less than a week prior to the meeting, it will be included with the next 

regular City Council Agenda. 
• There is no special form or format required. 

(3) City Council Comments** 

• Contact a City Council Member 
• Seek his/her support to sponsor the item. 
• City Council Member contact information is available from the City Clerk and also through the 

City'swebsiteat(http: //www.cityOfmerced.org/dcpts/city · ·il d ·t ul .as .) 

'When presenting your issue or concern, please state the following: 
i. The issue(s) or concern(s) to be presented. 

ii. The action(s) the City Council should take. 
iii. The reason(s) why the action(s) should be taken. 

** YOUR ITEM WILL NOT LIKELY BE ACTED UPON BY THE CI1Y 
COUNCIL IMMEDIATELY AFfER YOU PRESENT IT BECAUSE THE 

STATE'S OPEN MEETING LAWS REQUIRE NOTICE BEFORE THE CITY 
COUNCILCANVOTE 

SEE "NEXT STEPS" BEWW 

NEXT STEPS: After you have presented your issue or concern before the City Council: 

If a City Council Member wants the entire City Council to consider the issue or concern: 
• The item will be scheduled for further discussion at least thirty (30) days later so that the City 

staff can research it and the City Council can prepare for the discussion. 
• This request must be agreed with by at least one other Member of the City Council. 

If you have any questions regarding this process, please 
contact the City Clerk's Office at (209) 388-7100 

n:\shared\attomey\procedures\citizens placing items on cc agenda\engl ish\form-citizen request. to place item on agenda 
l2.14.20 1 l.v7.(english).docx 
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Sample Report 
Novus t~G ;~~- ·--~ ·°'JP·, 

~· 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

. ·• . 

Agenda Item: 
Meeting Date: 

ADMlNISTRATlVE REPORT 

City Council Members 

John M. Bramble, City Manager 

00/00/0000 

City Council Member Request to Add Item to Future 
Agenda 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

This Administrative Report is in response to City Council Member's ___ request 
to add ____ ___ to the City Council Agenda for consideration/action 

pursuant to Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01 which also provides that 
no staff work (policy, legal, or financial review) has been undertaken on this item 

until the full City Council has had the opportunity to discuss. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council consider this request and take action as the 
City Council determines appropriate. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Adopt a motion adding the item to a City Council agenda with full staff analysis; or, 

2. Adopt a motion referring the item to the annual City Council goal setting session for 
review for priority and determination if proposal should be undertaken; or, 

3. Decline to take action. 

AUTHORITY: 

bttps://agenda/Covc Attachment A l2/26/2Q12 
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Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01. 

DISCUSSION: 

City Council Member __ requested that this item be considered for inclusion on a 
future City Council agenda for discussion and action in accordance with 
Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01. A copy of City Council Member 
_ _ _ 's request is found in Attachment "_" hereto. 

. ca 

For purposes of Administrative Policy and Procedure C-01, this item is on the agenda 
for the City Council to determine if they desire to have it fully reviewed and analyzed. 
No staff work has been undertaken, including any policy, legal, or financial review. 

Budget/ Appropriate Action: 

Under Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01, no financial or budgetary 
review of this subject will occur until the City Council determines that it will be added 
to a future meeting agenda for consideration on the merits. 

Approved By, 

John M. Bramble, City Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: 
No Attachments Avarlable 

Nov:!Cut°ions 
Copynghl 2001 -20,2 

https://agenda/Coversheet.aspx?ltemlD= 1188 12/26/2012 
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Sample Report 
N ovu s .: ·-.J14 F :r : .:~. 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

• 

Agenda Item: 
Meeting Date: 

ADMlNlSTRA TIVE REPORT 

City Council Members 

John M. Bramble, City Manager 

00/00/0000 

City Council Members ___ and _____ _ 
Request to Add Agenda Item Raised by the Public at Oral 
Communications to Future Agenda Regarding 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

At the City Council Meeting of __ during Oral Communications, a member of 
the public requested that an item regarding ___ be placed on the agenda for 

discussion. Following Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01, City Council 
Members __ and __ requested that this item be added and no staff work (policy, 

legal, or financial review) has been undertaken on this item until the full City 
Council has had the opportunity to discuss. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council consider this request and take action as the 
City Council determines appropriate. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Adopt a motion adding the item to a future City Council agenda with full staff 
analysis; or, 

2. Adopt a motion refening the item to the annual City Council goal setting session for 
review for priority and determination if the item should be undertaken~ or, 

https://agenda/Co, Attachment B l 2/26/20 \ 2 
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3. Decline to take action. 

AUTHORITY: 

Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01. 

DISCUSSION: 

Page 2 of2 

At the City Council Meeting of _ _ ___ , _____ _, a member of the 
public, requested that the City Council consider the issue of . In 
accordance with Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01, City Council 
Members and ___ requested that this item be placed on a future agenda for 
discussion by the City Council. 

For purposes of Administrative Policy and Procedure C-01, this item is on the agenda 
for the City Council to determine if they desire to have it fully reviewed and analyzed. 
No staff work has been undertaken, including any policy, legal, or financial review. 

... 

Budget/ Awropriate Action: 

Under Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01, no financial or budgetary 
review of this subject will occur until the City Council determines that it will be added 
to a future meeting agenda for consideration on the merits. 

Approved By, 

John M. Bramble, City Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: 

No Altaehments Available 

N~<tolut'lons 
Copyright 200,-2c12 

https://agenda/Coversheet.aspx?ItemID=536 \2126/20\2 
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Sample Report 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

-· ·• 

Agenda Item: 
Meeting Date: 

ADMlNlSTRA TIVE REPORT 

City Council Members 

John M. Bramble, City Manager 

00/00/0000 

City Council Members ___ and _____ _ 
Request to Add Item Raised by the Public During the 
Written Petitions and Communications Section of the City 
Council Agenda to Future Meeting Agenda Regardung 

REPORT IN BRIEF 

At the City Council Meeting of __ during the Written Petitions and 
Communications section of the agenda, a member of the public requested that an 

item regarding ___ be placed on the agenda for discussion. Following 
Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01, City Council Members __ and 

__ requested that this item be added. In accordance with the Administrative Policy 
and Procedure No. C-01, no staff work (policy, legal, or financial review) has been 

undertaken on this item until the full City Council has had the opportunity to 
discuss. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council consider this request and take action as the 
City Council determines appropriate. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Adopt a motion adding the item to a future City Council agenda with full staff 
analysis; or, 

https://agenda/Covei Attachment C \2/26/2012 
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2. Adopt a motion referring the item to the annual City Council goal setting session for 
review for priority and determination if proposal should be undertaken; or, 

3. Decline to take action. 

AUTHORITY: 

Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01 . 

DISCUSSION: 

At the City Council Meeting of _ ____ __, a member of the 
public, requested that the City Council consider the issue of _ ______ . In 
accordance with Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01, City Council 
Members and _ _ _ requested that this item be placed on a future agenda for 
discussion by the City Council. 

For purposes of Administrative Policy and Procedure C-01, this item is on the agenda 
for the City Council to determine if they desire to have it fully reviewed and analyzed. 
No staff work has been undertaken, including any policy, legal, or financial review. 

,...... . ""· . 

Budget/Appropriate Action: 

Under Administrative Policy and Procedure No. C-01 , no financial or budgetary 
review of this subject will occur until the City Council determines that it will be added 
to a future meeting agenda for consideration on the merits. 

Approved By, 

John M. Bramble, City Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: 

No Attactiml!f1ts AvaI1atl1e 

No~f:i"utions 
Copyright 2001-2012 

https://agenda/Coversheet.aspx?ltemID=l 189 l 2/26/20 \ 2 

































CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-640 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Staff Update on the Request for Interest Process for McNamara Youth Center and
Stephen Leonard Youth Center and Contract Extensions with the Currently Lessees, Symple
Equazion and Soccer Academy of Merced, Inc., through June 2021

REPORT IN BRIEF
Staff update on McNamara Youth Center and Stephen Leonard Youth Center Contracts

RECOMMENDATION
Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion extending the current leases for McNamara
Youth Center and Stephen Leonard Youth Center to June of 2021, and begin the request for interest
process for both centers in March 2021.

ALTERNATIVES
1.  Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2.  Deny; or,
3.  Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

DISCUSSION
At the September 28, 2020 Recreation and Parks Commission Meeting the decision of the
commission was to proceed with a request for interest process for both youth centers at the
conclusion of the current lessees’ contracts. After reviewing this decision, and evaluating the lack of
notice given to the youth centers, and the inability of the centers to operate during the COVID-19
pandemic, staff is requesting that the Parks & Recreation Commission reconsider its previous
recommendation, and consider a recommendation to extend the current leases to June of 2021 and
begin the request for interest process for both centers in March 2021. New leases would then begin
in the new fiscal year, July 2021. This would allow for appropriate notices to be provided to current
leases and allow for current services to continue within the community through the end of the fiscal
year. With this change, all leases for youth centers would be on the same annual time frame.

CITY OF MERCED Printed on 10/21/2020Page 1 of 1
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-666 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Update from the Participatory Budgeting Ad Hoc Committee and Make
Recommendation to the City Council on the Budget Process

REPORT IN BRIEF
Update from the last meeting of the Participatory Budgeting Ad Hoc Committee

RECOMMENDATION
Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion making a recommendation to City Council.

ALTERNATIVES
1.  Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2.  Deny; or,
3.  Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

DISCUSSION
The participatory budgeting ad hoc committee met on October 20, 2020 from 6PM to 7PM. Present
were: Vice Chair Douglas Piuser and Member Norma Cardona; Member Yesenia Curiel was unable
to attend.
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-606 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Discussion Regarding Recommendations in the Parks and Open Space Master Plan
and Mini-Parks

REPORT IN BRIEF
Discussion on Mini-Parks

RECOMMENDATION
Information only-no action needed

DISCUSSION
Commissioner Cardona requested an item to discuss the mini-parks in regards to the
recommendations in the Parks and Open Space Master Plan.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Parks and Open Space Master Plan Mini Parks
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-604 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Discussion Regarding Parks Without Names Including the Parks Located at 11th and
H Street and 12th and G Street, and Parks Without Formal Names Including Hansen and Circle
Drive Park

REPORT IN BRIEF
Discussion on Parks Without Names

RECOMMENDATION
Information only-no action needed.

DISCUSSION
Commissioner Cardona requested an item to discuss the parks without names. There are currently 2
mini-parks without names, located at: 11th and H. Street, and 12th and G. Street. Additionally, there
are 2 mini-parks without formal names that are named by their location: Hansen Park and Circle
Drive Park.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Parks Naming Policy
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-625 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Discussion on Setting Goals and Priorities for the Recreation and Parks Commission

REPORT IN BRIEF
Discussion to set goals and priorities for the Recreation and Parks Commission.

RECOMMENDATION
Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion setting goals and priorities for the Recreation
and Parks Commission.

ALTERNATIVES
1.  Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2.  Deny; or,
3.  Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

DISCUSSION
Commissioner Cardona requested an item to discuss setting goals and priorities for the Commission.
The item was discussed at the September 28th meeting, and Commissioners asked for the item to be
continued at the next meeting.

ATTACHMENTS
Council Goals Priorities FY 20-21
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COUNCIL GOALS & PRIORITIES 
F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  
 

  

1. Staffing (General Fund)   

* Measure C Transition – Sunsets in 2026  
* Public Safety – Code Enforcement / Dispatchers / Police 

Officers 
* Parks Maintenance Workers 
* Employee Compensation 

 

6. Economic Development 
 

* Industrial Development 
* Yosemite Travel 
* Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District (EIFD) 
   Airport Development 
   Economic Opportunity Zones - Prospects 

 
7.   Downtown  
 

* Substandard Properties / Store Fronts 
* Housing 
* Bob Hart Square Extension 
* Consistent foot patrols Parking Solutions / Trolley 
   Parking Solutions / Trolley 
   Property Based Improvement District (PBID) 

 
8.   Regional Transportation 
 

* High Speed Rail 
* ACE Train 
* Amtrak 
* Campus Parkway / Merced Loop System 
   Bus Routes / Bus Stop Coordination 

 
9.   Sustainability 
 

* SGMA / IRWM Implementation 
* Flood Prevention 
* Groundwater Recharge 
* Surface Water Projects 
   Climate Action Plan 

 
10.  Housing / Homelessness 
 

* Childs & B Street Project (119 units) 
* Gateway Terrace II Apartments (50) 
* Single-Family / Tri-Plex Opportunities 
* First-Time Home Buyer Education Program 
   SB 2 Implementation Plan 

 
11.  Community Wellness 
 

* 16th Street / Motel Drive Issues 
* Neighborhood Watch 
* Expanded Citizen’s Police Academy 

 
12.  Agency Partnerships 
 

* County – Navigation Center, Homeless Court, 
Drug Prevention, Public Heath, Job Training, 
Youth Programs 

* UC Merced – Internships 
* Merced College – Job Training 
* Schools – Youth Programs, Activate Recreational 

Space 

2. Youth Programs (General Fund)   

* Youth / Recreation Programs 
* Community Outreach – Mobilize Volunteers 
* Additional Programs with Partnerships / Voucher 

Program (new) 
* 27th & K for Youth Services 
* Support for the Zoo 
* Fahrens Park Bike Project 
  CP 42 – Soccer Fields 
  Block Party Trailer 

 
3. City Beautification (One-Time/General Fund) 

 

* Parks Maintenance & Playground Equipment 
* Public Art / Establish Arts and Cultural District 
* Substandard Properties / Refuse Collection 
* Welcome Signs / Entry Points 
* Public Spaces 
  Neighborhood Specific Improvements 

 
4. Local Streets (Measure V / STP / Local Transportation) 

 

* Overall Streets, Sidewalks, and Street Lights 
* Safe Routes to School – Childs Avenue 
* Parsons Avenue 
* Regional Projects – Hwy 59 Widening 
* Traffic / Pedestrian Safety 

 
5. Future Planning 

 

* Police Station/Fire Station/Public Works Yard/Park 
Restrooms 

* Future Annexations/Growth of City/Sewer Master Plan 
* Quiet Zones/Rail Safety 
* Growing General Fund Reserves 
* Infill Development 
* City Outskirts Services/County Islands 
  Rebranding Merced Neighborhoods 
Sign Code Update 
Public Facilities Fee Program Update 

 
 
 
* Charter Review – Cash Basis Fund to be completed at FY 2020/21 Budget 
 
* Multi-Year Priority 

 



CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-622 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Needs Assessment Survey for Parks and Recreation Programming

REPORT IN BRIEF
Discussion on a potential process to evaluate Parks and Recreation programming.

RECOMMENDATION
Information only-no action needed.

DISCUSSION
Commissioner Curiel requested this item to discuss a potential process to determine what is working
well and what needs improvement in Parks and Recreation programming in light of the 2003 Park
and Open Space Master Plan.

ATTACHMENTS
1. 2003 Park and Open Space Master Plan Executive Summary
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CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 20-624 Meeting Date: 10/26/2020

Report Prepared by: Jennifer Arellano, Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT: Discussion and Recommendation to the City Council on Ways of Making Parks More
Youth Friendly

REPORT IN BRIEF
Discussion on making parks more youth friendly.

RECOMMENDATION
Recreation and Parks Commission- Adopt a motion recommending to city council specific changes
to make parks more youth friendly.

ALTERNATIVES
1.  Approve, as recommended by staff; or,
2.  Deny; or,
3.  Continue to a future meeting (date and time to be specified in the motion).

DISCUSSION
Commissioner Cardona requested an item to discuss making parks more youth friendly, and to make
a recommendation to City Council.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Parks for Teens Article
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Parks for Teens: 10 Features Teens Want to See 
Published on 02-12-2015 at 10:08     

https://www.childinthecity.org/2015/12/02/parks-for-teens-10-features-teens-want-to-see/ 

 

In many parts of the world, park designers have turned to nature play as a way to foster connections 

to nature, increase social and cooperative play, and facilitate more physical activity.  In many 

instances, these parks are designed for pre-teen children.  

Like more traditional playgrounds, these spaces often exclude teenagers through their design.  Yet in a 

variety of projects facilitated by Growing Up Boulder – a child-friendly city initiative in Boulder, 

Colorado, USA – teens have requested parks where they feel welcome and that have design features 

that can integrate them into a broader public sphere.  For example, in a participatory process with 

Junior Rangers involved in Boulder’s open space planning, teens found a city playground at the edge of 

open space land.  Designed for much younger ages, teens found creative means to play with toddler 

swings and other equipment.  In discussion, one of the teens said, “We want parks for teens, too.  I am 

so tired of having moms yell at us.” 

 

10 teen-friendly features:  

The City of Boulder’s Parks and Recreation department and Youth Opportunities Advisory Board asked 

teens what features they would want to see in city parks.  This list is also consistent with Growing Up 

Boulder’s participatory work with teens for public space planning and neighborhood design.  Ten of the 

most consistent features teens in Boulder have requested for public space include: 

1. WiFi –  Teens repeatedly have said they would like a study space with shelter from rain and 

tables to work in groups.  WiFi is a critical aspect of this, as well as for accessing music and other 

media with phones. 

2. Movie Nights – Teens like the idea of a central performance space that can show a wide range 

of movies for all ages and interests. 

https://www.childinthecity.org/2015/12/02/parks-for-teens-10-features-teens-want-to-see/
http://www.growingupboulder.org/


3. Food Trucks and Cafés – From tacos to coffee, teens want access to affordable and diverse food 

options, representing a variety of cultures and food interests. 

4. Interactive Lighting and Art – Teens are drawn to interactive spaces, whether they be 

interactive lights (as found in the New York City’s Pulse Park), or interactive sculptures that allow 

climbing or play.  In response to a solar-powered giraffe sculpture, one teen suggested providing 

a whole field of African animals that were interactive, such as hippo that spits water or a 

crocodile to climb on. Importantly, teens not only wanted interactive art pieces (that light or are 

otherwise playful), but they also wanted places where the public could create the art, such as a 

graffiti wall, mural wall, or inspirational chalk board with questions such as “What do you love 

about Boulder?” or “What are your goals?” (Growing Up Boulder 2015). 

5. Play Spaces for both Children and Adults – Many teens want to play, but do not feel free to do 

so in playgrounds designed with structured equipment for specific ages.  Parks that mix play 

types are more effective at enabling teen play.  For example, at Lizard Log Park, designed by 

Fionna Robbe in Western Sydney Parklands, Australia, large swings that require cooperation also 

facilitate more teen play.  Other types of play spaces that teens request include fields for pick-up 

games of soccer or ping-pong tables.  Younger teens consistently ask for more active forms of 

play, such as zip lines or parkour courses that allow risk taking (Growing Up Boulder 2015). 

6. Study Space – As mentioned for WiFi in parks, teens repeatedly request places where they can 

hang out and complete school work together outside.  These spaces could be simple picnic 

tables that have some shelter from the elements, a grove of trees with tables and benches, or a 

tree house for teens.  In a public space planning project in Boulder, elementary students wanted 

a treehouse from which they could read, watch the creek, and listen to birds.  At the end of the 

process, teens also said such a place was important for them, stating:  “treehouses are for teens, 

too!” (Growing Up Boulder 2015). 

7. Trees, Flowers, Nature – Teens also consistently say that they enjoy being in nature while 

spending time with their friends.  In this case, nature often serves as a backdrop for other 

experiences, but is appreciated for its aesthetic and restorative qualities, nonetheless.  Teens 

envisioned a study space in a grove of trees, which is part of the City of Boulder’s new Civic Area 

plan.  Like many of the features in this list, teens wanted to see natural features integrated with 

other functions, such as studying.  Some other examples include a koi pond or a pond with 

colored lights. 

8. Music Events – In a small neighborhood park designed for and by teens in Malmö, Sweden, 

music was an integral feature.  The park allows teens to hook up their own phone to a musical 

system with speakers, lights, and interactive benches, which allow teens to select music, hang 

out, and dance.  There are time and volume limits on these features to respect the 

neighborhood’s needs for quiet and darkness at night. At times, we have heard from teens that 

they don’t go to parks because they are “for little kids.”  When we showed them the park from 

Malmö, they said, “can we have one of those here, too?” 

9. Lighting and safety features – Teen girls in particular, request lighting and emergency call boxes 

for safety.  This can extend the length of time teens have access to the park and can also provide 

an enjoyable walk through public spaces instead of going around it during dusk or darkness. 

10. Water features – Teens repeatedly request features for water play with younger siblings and 

friends as well as water fountains for sound and visual interest.  This can be highly designed 

fountains, such as the Crown Fountain in Millennium Park, Chicago or simple creek play, with 

boulders to hop across.  Many teens with roots in Latin America particularly like fountain 

features, which bring a cultural consistency from many Latin American plazas. 



Fortunately, many of these features are part of contemporary public space designs.  As an example, the 

City of Boulder’s recent master plan also incorporates many of these features.  A challenge is thinking 

about how to integrate these features into other public spaces and small parks throughout a city so that 

teens feel welcome wherever they go.  

 

Why parks are important for teens 

As the world’s cities become increasingly dense, concerns have emerged at decreasing allocation, types 

of social interactions, and inclusivity of public space (Day and Wagner 2010, Madanipour 2010).  Young 

people, in particular, are less tolerated in public spaces (Day and Wagner 2010) and can be marginalized 

in public processes for these spaces (Vivoni 2013).  Teen girls, in particular, are isolated from public 

space (Loukaitou-Sideris and Sideris 2010).  

Many people assume that teens want to be separated from the rest of society, but child-friendly 

research has not found this to be true:  teens want to be integrated into public spaces, and they want to 

see public spaces designed for everyone (Bourke 2015, Breitbart 2014, Derr and Kovács in press).  This is 

particularly significant in the context of adolescent development.  When we isolate teenagers from 

other age groups and parts of society, we increase teen alienation, indifference, dysfunction, and 

antagonism in the younger generation (Bronfenbrenner and Condry 1970). And it goes against what 

teens consistently request, which is a place for all ages. 

Author: Victoria Derr 
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