
CITY OF MERCED

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA  95340

File #: 22-745 Meeting Date: 11/21/2022

Report Prepared by: Lance Eber, Crime Analyst, Police Department

SUBJECT: Authorization to Accept $40,000 in Grant Funds from the California Office of Traffic
Safety from their Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program to Conduct Walking School Buses,
Walking Field Trips, Helmet Usage Surveys, Bicycle Rodeos, Community Bike Rides, Bicycle
Helmet Inspections, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Pop Up Events, and Safe Routes to School,
Along with Funds to Purchase Crossing Guard Safety Kits, Bicycle Helmets, and Other
Equipment and Supplies for Rodeos and Safety Events

REPORT IN BRIEF
Considers accepting grant funding from the California Office of Traffic Safety offered to the Merced
Police Department in the amount of $40,000 from their Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program to
Conduct Walking School Buses, Walking Field Trips, Helmet Usage Surveys, Bicycle Rodeos,
Community Bike Rides, Bicycle Helmet Inspections, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Pop Up Events,
and Safe Routes to School, along with funds to purchase Crossing Guard Safety Kits, Bicycle
Helmets, and other equipment and supplies for education and rodeos and safety events.

RECOMMENDATION
City Council - Adopt a motion:

A.  Accepting the grant; and,

B.  Approving the use of pooled cash until reimbursement from the grant is received; and,

C.  Authorizing the City Manager or Deputy City Manager to execute the necessary documents.

ALTERNATIVES
1.  Approve, as recommended by Staff; or,
2.  Deny; or,
3.  Refer back to Staff for reconsideration of specific items.

AUTHORITY
Charter of the City of Merced, Section 200.

CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
As provided for in the 2022-23 Adopted Budget.
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DISCUSSION
Background

This is the first time that the Merced Police Department (MPD) applied for grant funding under this
program titled Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program.

Description

The MPD submitted a grant application for grant funding from the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).  OTS
is offering the grant funding to the MPD.

The grant’s description is to reduce the number of persons killed and injured in crashes involving
pedestrians and bicyclists. The funded strategies may include classroom education, bicycle rodeos,
community events, presentations, and workshops. These countermeasures should be conducted in
communities with high numbers of pedestrian and/or bicycle related crashes including underserved
communities, older adults, and school-aged children. Coordinated efforts such as Safe Routes to
School initiatives, Safe System Approach, and working with community-based organizations are
highly encouraged to prevent fatalities and injuries of vulnerable non-motorized road users.

According to 2019 California Office of Traffic Safety statistics, the City of Merced ranks 3rd out 105
for total fatalities and injuries. The City of Merced ranks 4th out of 105 for crashes involving
pedestrians, 39th out of 105 for crashes involving pedestrians less than 15yrs old, and 10th out of
105 for crashes involving pedestrians 65yrs old and older. The City of Merced ranks 7th out 105 for
crashes involving bicyclists and 11th out of 105 for crashes involving bicyclists less than 15yrs old.

In 2020, the Merced Police Department responded to 1,951 collisions. Of those, 1,302 crashes
reports were completed. The City of Merced had 578 injured persons, and 8 fatalities. Of those 1,302
crashes reports, 38 involved pedestrians and 46 involved bicyclists. Of the 8 fatalities, 3 of them were
pedestrians.

In 2021, the Merced Police Department responded to 2,516 crashes. Of those, 1,530 crash reports
were completed. The City of Merced had 673 injured persons, and 11 fatalities. Of those 1,530 crash
reports, 48 involved pedestrians and 40 involved bicyclists. Of the 8 fatalities, 5 of them were
pedestrians and 1 was a bicyclist.

It is the mission of the Merced Police Department to take every effort to increase the safety of all
drivers, passengers, bicyclists and pedestrians. A reduction in traffic crashes would make for a safer
driving environment and enhanced quality of life for drivers and residents alike in the City of Merced.
These grants funds will be used to support our efforts to achieve our mission.

The funded strategies include the following all conducted on overtime status:
· Community bicycle rodeos for all ages of residents

· Youth bicycle rodeos

· Community bicycle rides for all ages of residents

· Helmet usage surveys
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· Walking field trips for older adults

· Walking school bus

· Helmet inspection pop-up events

· Pedestrian/bicycle safety pop-up events

The funds from this grant will be used to purchase supplies:
· Bicycle helmets

· Educational materials

· Safety patrol/crossing guard kits

· Pedestrian/bicycle safety items and supplies

The application included our request to fund the program accordingly:

Personnel & Benefits = $19,172
Supplies = $20,828
TOTAL REQUEST = $40,000
Match Amount = $-0-

This grant does not require a match of any type (in-kind or cash).  It is a 100% reimbursement grant.
Funds are first expended by the MPD and then requests for reimbursement are submitted on a
quarterly basis.  The grant program period will be October 1, 2022 through September 30, 2023.

Staff is requesting that Council accept the grant award; and allow the use of pooled cash until
reimbursement from the grant is received; and, authorize the City Manager or Deputy City Manager
to execute the necessary documents.

Without grant funding, the operations described in this grant would not get accomplished.

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES
No budget appropriation is needed; this grant funding is included in the FY2022-23 adopted budget in
Fund 035- Police OTS Grant.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  OTS Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program Grant Agreement
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