
Housing Element Requirements 

The Housing Element is one of the seven required elements of the General Plan.  State Housing 

Element Law (California Government Code Section 65580 through 65589.8) is extremely 

complex with many specific requirements.  In general, a Housing Element must contain the 
following: 

(a) An assessment of housing needs and an inventory of resources and constraints relevant to the 
meeting of these needs, to include all f the following: 

1) An analysis of population and employment trends and documentation of projects and a

quantification of the locality’s existing and projected housing needs for all income levels.

These existing and projected needs shall include the locality’s share of the regional housing
needs (RHNA).

2) An analysis and documentation of household characteristics, including level of payment

compared to ability to pay, housing characteristics, including overcrowding, and housing
stock conditions.

3) An inventory of land suitable for residential development, including vacant sites and sites

having potential for redevelopment, and an analysis of the relationship of zoning and public

facilities and services to these sites.

4) An analysis of potential and actual governmental constraints upon the maintenance,

improvement, or development of housing for all income levels and for persons with

disabilities, including land use controls, building codes and their enforcement, site

improvements, fees and other exactions required of developers, and local processing and

permit procedures.  The analysis shall also demonstrate local efforts to remove governmental

constraints that hinder the locality from meeting its share of the regional housing need and

from meeting the need for housing for persons with disabilities.

5) An analysis of potential and actual non-governmental constraints upon the maintenance,

improvement, or development of housing for all income levels, including the availability of
financing, the price of land, and the cost of construction.

6) An analysis of any special housing needs, such as those of the elderly, persons with

disabilities, large families, farm workers, families with female heads of households, and
families and persons in need of emergency shelter.

7) An analysis of opportunities for energy conservation with respect to residential development.

8) An analysis of existing assisted housing development that are eligible to change from low-

income housing uses during the next 10 years due to termination of subsidy contracts,

mortgage prepayment, or expiration of restrictions on use.

(b)  Housing program requirements call for development of a local housing program strategy 

consisting of two primary components; a statement of goals, policies and priorities, and a plan 

for implementation.  This program must reflect the commitment of the locality to address a range 

of housing needs, including those for affordable housing.   
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